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Unlike English and many other languages, Arabic has three
numbers:  singular, dual and plural. Dual are
morphologically marked in Arabic whereas in English the
number two plus plural is used to mark the dual. For
example two cities, two buildings etc are used while in
Arabic ‘madiinataani’ ‘binaa’aani’ are used instead of
‘ithnataa- mudn-in or ithnataaabniyat-in’. In respect of
number, Sanskrit is similar to Arabic.

1. Dual Formation in Arabic

In order to form dual in Arabic, a dual suffix is added to a
singular stem e.g. olbe=gHiin ‘madiinat +-aani =
‘madiinat-aani’. ( two cities). The suffix —aani or ayni
depending on case will be used to form dual. If the noun is
in nominative case, -aani is used. If it is in accusative or
genitive case -ayni is used to mark the dual
number.WaSalasafiinaani Ol Jastwo  ambassadors
arrived.‘baynasafiirayni c»_siw Ombeween two ambassadors.
Zaaruusafiiraynics sl s they  visited two ambassadors.
The word ‘safiiraani’ in the first example is the subject of
the verb waSala and is in nominative case. But in the second
example the word ‘safiirayni’ is the second term of an
annexation structure and in genitive case. The same word in
the third example is in accusative case as it is the object of
the verb ‘zaaruu’. The rule is applicable only if the letters in
the base word are regular ( sound).e.g.rajlun Js_‘man’
rajulaani >s_‘twomen’, or defective 4waji) with ‘ya’
ending preceded by kasra e.g. al-gaaDii=4l judge
+aanigex=ld‘gaaDyaani’ two judges.

If the base word is defective (3_.»<2)with the ending of alif
preceded by fatHa, there are two types of duals: in one of
which the alif is to be changed into ‘ya’ . It occurs in three
cases: one where the alif occurs after three letters as in s
‘Hublaa’ pregnant the dual of which is ¢bls‘Hublayaani’
two pregnant women. In the second case the alif which
occurs as the third letter is a substitute of ‘ya’s as in %
‘fataa” young man, the alif is to be changed into sin the dual
form e.g. ol o) 4xe JAo ‘daxalama ahu —I ssijnafatayaani’
‘two young men entered the jail with him’. The third case is
that where alif is not a substitute of ‘ya’s but is used for
prolongation asin «‘Mataa’ which is used as a proper
noun. Its dual form isglkdie ‘matayaani’. The second type is
that where ‘alif’ is to be changed into ‘waa’ s which occurs
in two cases: the asif is a substitute of ‘wa’ as in ¢ ‘aSa’ stick
Lacwhose origin iss<cand its dual is¢) == ‘aSawaani’ two
sticks or the alif is not the substitute of ‘waa’ and is not used
for prolongation e.g.csA Ladaaif it is used as a proper noun
ulsLadawaani. Nouns ending with the feminine markers/take
a ‘waa’ s before the suffix.e.g. o'sb: <l chameleon. The

final & deleted in some nouns will be restored before the
suffix oaani’. The dropped s in the five nouns ( ¢ i ses ¢ salc
s153) is restored before adding ¢ ‘aani’e.gl o) 54 : father. &1
ol sal: brother. If the feminine markersmarbuuTa is added to
a singular noun, it will be changed into regular < e.g. : 3ké
ouikdcat . t marbuuTa is turned into the regular < .

2. Plural Formation In Arabic

There are two types of plurals in Arabic: the regular and

irregular. The regular type is known a als zex jam‘saalim

where a suffix vs’uuna is added to the singular form if the
noun is in nominative case. If it is in accusative or genitive
case the suffix ¢ is added to the stem. E.g Crelise/() salise; alisa

/muslim-un : muslimuuna / muslimiina / Mualims.

o In order to mark the soundfeminine plural < is added to
the singular form e.g. <lw/ muslimaat/ Muslim women.
The irregular plural which is known as =Sl aex (the
broken plural) are very many in Arabic. They are known
as broken plural because unlike sound plural, the structure
of the singular form is not preserved in the plural either by
addingsomething as in o) sia : sial Sinw-un : Sinwan-un /
one of twin brothers or subtracting as in »33 :%s3‘tuxmat:
tuxam’ ‘indigestion’ or changing the singular as in i ;o
P"asad: usd ‘lion’ or by changing the form coupled with
addition as inrajul: rijaal Js_:J>_ ‘man’ or changing is
coupled with subtraction as  Jw :Jsw ‘rasuul: rusul
messenger. ( ibnu-Hishaam,264). The most common
broken plural patterns are listed here under triptote and
diptote categories.

1) J=dl /af‘ul/ This pattern is used as a plural for fa‘l as a
noun having the sound ‘ayn’ irrespective of its ‘laam’
being sound or defective by © ya’ or 5 e.g. ‘kalb’ls
dog‘jarw’ s>, cub‘Daby’ 2k deer. The plural form of
a‘yun celeyes’ is irregular. This is the pattern for a
feminine noun having four original letters ,the third of
which is maddahsx as in  gl)3Diraa’, Y‘ugaab’
forearm, eagle.

2) Jwil/af aal/ This pattern is for trilateral noun to which
d=él cannot be the plural form as its cxeisdefective
e.gl sl sl

3)  3ikdl/afila/ It is the plural of a masculine quadriteral
noun whose third letter is maddahsx e.g. dezhl: alak
food—ae ;4 i : loaf of bread

4) 44 [fi‘la/ It is the plural form of ‘fatan’ 4 ;

5) 5ix4 /fu‘ala/ It is the regular plural form for the
adjective of human beings on the pattern J=l& whose
‘laam’ is defective as in sle_aly 313 e ¢ 3Ll [ald
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6) i /fa’ ala/ It is used as plural of an adjective ofhuman
being whose ‘laam’ is sound as in “lS:dalS
B Dl B ilscd s jalis

7) =¥fa‘laa/ It is used as plural for an adjective used as
passive participle in the pattern ‘fa‘iil’ as in « >,
el 8 (g ual: yau

8) Al¥/fi‘ala/ It is used as a plural form of ‘fu‘l’ pattern as
in EJ}S; J_}S‘ 2_93; Qe 3;‘).5 HaPh sz\.L)ﬁ;L)B

9) Jaifu‘“al/ Used as a plural form for a singular adjective
on the pattern ‘faa‘il’ or ¢ faa‘ila’ as in =i : =ils
75 Al

10) J&éfu‘aal/ It is used as plural form for an adjective on
the pattern Jeld asin 128 : (s ¢ A&x : oSlac al a2l

11) Jwé/fi‘aal/ used as plural for thirteen singular forms (
nouns/adjectives) .They are; J=i 4l=é ¢ /fa‘l-un, fa‘la-tun/
both as nouns or adjctives.e. 3¢ glal: daal ¢ QlaS ; aS
Jla; Aaded=d /fa‘al-un, fa‘alat-un/ that is not derived
from defective or geminate as in des s /jamal,
jimaal, dus : camel , Jssjabal: jibaal. moutain, s <3 L
/ thamart, thimaar/ fruit. J=él=d/fi’l fu'l/ e.g. ld:caid
/Di’b: Di’aab/ wolf, zW,: =_/rumH : rimaaH/ lance,
spear. Al=é (Ji=ithat has the meaning Jele.g. <l b
< ks /zariif: ziraaf/graceful, chaming,#_S : ~ S /kariim:
kiraam/ noble.

38l )5 ¢ / shariif: shiraaf/honorable.

(M8 /fa'laan/ as an adjective and its feminine
genderiSxé  /fa‘laana/ i / fa'laa/e.g. lidae
Uilae:/‘aTshaan: ‘iTaash\thirastyo™=é /fu‘laan/ as an
adjective and its feminine gender 4:>=¥/ fu‘laana/

ualed: Jlaed /xumSaan: ximaaS/ lean, slim.

12) Js=d) /fu‘uul/ It is general in four forms: One isd=é /fa“il/
e.g. s i [ namir, numuur /leopard, tiger, and the
remaining three are the trilateral noun the ‘‘ayn’ of
which has ‘sukuun’ and its ‘fa’has fatHa as in st ; (udé
[fals:fuluus/ orkasra as in o« : s »a /Dirs: Duruus/
or Damma as in xia: 25 fjund:junuud/ army.

13) ) /fi‘laan/ It is general in four: Jsé /fu‘uul/ as
in  obue : <& /ghurab: ghirbaan/ crow,ds /fu‘al/ as
in3,a313 »: Jjuradh: jirdhaan/ a large rat,orfu’l whose
“‘ayn’ is s as in ¢/ kuuz: kiizaan/ jug <ssts: o 35S
/Huut: Hiitaan/ fish or J=& /fa‘al/ as in «o\asi :zG /tagj:
tiijaan/ crownglos Jls fjaar: jiiraam/ neighbor

14) =3/ fu‘laan / plural in this pattern is used in a noun on
the pattern J=8 / fa'l / as oluek :seh /Zahr: Zuhraan/
back, c\iw: iu/ sagf: sugfaan/ roof; J=8/fa ‘al/ havin
sound ‘laam’ as ¢k : 2ybalad: buldaan /town o S3: S5
/dhakar: dhukraan / a male

15) eMx¥/fu‘alaa’ / It is regular in J=& /fa‘iil / having the
meaning of Jelithat is not geminated/ weak of ¢ laam’
as sla_S: a8 kariim: kuramaa’ / gentle , D s
/baxiil : buxalaa’ / stingy. It is used also in J=lithat has
an abstract meaning as ¢ ¢Jée : Jile//‘aaqi/ :‘uqalaa’ /
intelligents!_=% : ,eLi/ shaaa‘ir: shu‘araa’ /poet.

16) =il /afilaa‘ / It is used instead of +J=iin gemination
as ¢4l : yag/shadiid :° ashiddaa’/ strong; el : e
/‘aziiz :’a‘izzaa’ | powerful; mighty; respected. In the
defective also ,it is used as sWs): (Js/waliyy : * auliyaa’ /

Wil : ;e /ghaniyy ;* aghniyaa’ / rich.

17) Jel# It is general in seven: 1)
¢ Jeld o delacdeld
deld/faa‘ilat/ both as noun or adjective as in 4S duals
(Gl ) 2akla The plural of ‘naaSiyat’ is ! 5 /nawaaSii
/ forelock.

Ale b Je e Alels

Jde s as noun as in 8l s : # safjauhar : jawaahir / gem.
ie & /fau‘alal as gl s : d2e pa/Sauma’ t; Sawaami‘ /
monastery.

Jeld /faa‘al / as &l s : &ila/xaatam : xawaatim / ring

+3eld /faa‘ilaa’ [ as @l : slxali/qaaSi‘aa’ : qawaaSi‘ /
a type stone.

Jelé / faa‘il / as noun ¥l s ¥la [ jaa’iz : jawaa’iz/ gift
Jeld as a feminine adjective as in u=ilss ; u=ils/ Haa’iD
: Hawaa’iD/a lady who menstruates.

kil sk: / Taaliq: Tawaaliq / devorsed.

18) Jixd) It can generally be used in all feminine
quadriliterals whose third letter is ¢ madda’ sxweather it
is marked by ‘ta” marbuuta as in<ilsw : 4ls. /saHaabat:
saHaa’ib/ cloud or not marked for feminine gender but
is used a feminine as in ¥lae : jsae [ ‘ajuuz: ‘ajaaiz/
old woman.

19) =) /fa‘aalii / This plural form is generally used in
seven singular patterns which are listed below:

1. «d=8/fa‘laa’/ ase) i sl : /‘adhraa’ : “adhaarii / a
virgin.

2. 82=8/ fa‘laat /as ¢! 3le s« /maumaat :mawaammin / a
large desert.

3 823/ fi ‘lat / sMadlen 1/si‘laat : si‘aalin/ a ghoul

4, 3dad [ fi‘liyat/ as Jbe: 2/ hibriyat: habaarin/ a rough
ground.

5. 3518 /fa‘luwat/ as &loe : 358,/ ‘arquwat: ‘araaqin / a
stick that is put horizontally on a bucket.( 276, AuDaH |
masaalik ).

20) i) /fa‘aalaa/ as ¢le : &l e [ ‘adhraa’
vergin.

1..1=8 /fa‘laa/ as 5% s 54/ fatwa: fataawaa / a formal
legal opinion. ssle: ss=y/da‘waa : da‘aawaa / a
claim.

2. =8/ fu'laa/ as Jbs: s /Hublaa: Habaalaa/ a
pregnant woman.Jus: i/ xunthaa : xayaathaa / a
hermaphrodite.

3 o=8 /fa‘laan/ as sk : O)_es/ Hayraan : Hayaaraa /
perplexed.

21 =38) [ fa‘aaliyy /. Itis generally used in every
trilateral substantives/ adjectives the last letter of
which is ‘ya’ s having ‘shadda’ not for ‘nisba’ as

in ¢l S o S/kursiyy : karasiyy / a chair,cs < cs_led
/qumriyy: gamaariyy / a variety of turtledove.

21) Jl=é /fa‘aalill. It is used in substantives or adjectives
which are quadrilateral or quinqueliteral originally or by
increase as in «llxi: =3 tha‘lab : tha‘aalib / a fox.

galia g2 /Pifda’ @ Dafaadi’/ a frog.

ad) )3 aa )2 [ dirham: daraahim/ dirham

Ao i [ burthun ; baraathin/ a claw of a lion.
Jslas: J s / jadwal: jadaawil/ a streamlet.

: ‘adhaarin/ a

The following are the examples of quinqueliteral
substantives

z w1 Ja s [safarjal:safaarij/ a quince.

alaar i e

In quinqueliterals the fifth letter will be dropped. If the
singular contains five letters, the fifth letter as a rule will be
dropped in the plural. As the broken plurals are many, it is
better to learn singular and plural as a pair. Compared to
English, Arabic plurals are much more though they are rule
bound.
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3. Plural Formation of Nouns in English [3] Wright,W. A Grammar of the Arabic Language,Librairie
Du Liban,1974,Beirut.

(1) Most nouns in English form plurals by taking —s or —es. [4] Alosh,Mahdi.Using Arabic A Guide to Contemporary

A book some books Usage,Cambridge University Press,2005.

A house a few houses

(2) A noun ending in -y and preceded by a consonant makes
the plural with —ies.

A cry cries of helpless people

A city some cities of attraction.

(3) There are some irregular forms of plural.
Woman women

Child children

Tooth teeth

Leaf leaves

Fungus fungi

(4) Same form for both singular and plural.
Sheep sheep

Fish fish

Species species

(5) Some nouns have plural forms but they take singular
verbs.

News this is a concocted news

Mathematics Mathematics is an interesting subject.

Billiards billiards is a popular game.

(6) Some nouns in English have plural forms and they take
plural verbs.Trousers, jeans and glasses (spectacles) are such
words. The rules of pluralisation of English nouns can be
summarized as follows:

[Affixation(adding —s/-es/-ies )/internal changes /zero
morpheme ]

4. Comparison and Contrast

Affixation for plural formation is found both in Arabic and
English e.g. Ol ¢ o sl IUe/Taalib: Taalibuuna
Taalibiina / student: students.

Internal changes as in tooth and teeth are also found in both
e.g. plS: m S/ Kariim : kiraam/ gentle.

Zero morpheme as sheep : sheep is found only in English
not in Arabic. There are only two numbers in English:
singular and plural. For dual two plus plural form ( e.g. two
tribes ) is used in English. But in Arabic there are three
numbers: singular, dual and plural. In Arabic affixation
differs in accordance with difference in cases e.g. for
nominative case ‘uuana’ is added to the singular whereas in
accusative/ genitive case ‘ iian’ is added. In English there is
no case difference.
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