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Abstract: The Turk and Mongol ladies had a considerable measure of political rights yet how much can't be. Derived effectively due 

to the absence of legitimate data. Indeed, even the widow had a lot of significance after the demise of her better half. After his passing, 

she turned into the custodian of her kids, and truth be told, top of the family. On of the off chance that her significant other was a chief 

of a clan, for instance, it was nevertheless common for her to turn into the head of the clan. She benefited from this position until her 

youngsters came to adulthood. Ladies generally did function as regents. In the clan of Timurids, ladies went to the war-fields with their 

spouses. The incomparable Emperor Chingiz Khan's spouses likewise. They were there, for the most part, to think about their ruler’s 

Many occasions, they battled/next to each other likewise in the wars. In the military of Timur, there were numerous ladies who openly 

blended with men and boldly battled with lance, blade, and arrows. This research paper deals with detail and is concerned about the 

achievement and political activities of Mughal women. This research paper deals with Mughal ladies from Babar's time to the times of 

Akbar, with extraordinary accentuation. The notice must be made likewise of the most remarkable among them like Aisan Daulat 

Begam and Qutluq Nigar Khanum, the maternal grandma, and mother of Babar. At that point we have Babar's sister Khanzada 

Begam, his daughter gulbadanbegam; Humayun's wife Hamida Banu Begam; Akbar's attendant Maham Anaga; Akbar's spouses 

Ruquaiya Begam, Salima Sultan Begam, and others. Ahsan Daulat Begum was the grandmother of Babur. She was wise and far-

sighted. Qutlugnigar Khanum was his mother. She went with him to wars. Babur’s wife Mahimbegam helped him tremendously. She 

helped Humayun in a dynamic way. Babur’s other wife; Mubarika supported him to control Afghanistan. During the rule of Humayun, 

khanzadabegam , Mahimbegam, Gulbadanbegam were notable women who have been active in the political course of events. In 

Akbar’s period MahamAnga, HamidaBanu, Ruquiayabegam, Salima Sultan was extremely influential women who were incredibly 

spontaneous in politics. This research paper deals with all of them.  
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1. Introduction 
 

Women the most essential and significant structures of 

human society have consistently been at the focal point of 

consideration of various social and political reformists, 

philosophers, thinkers, philanthropists, and social scientists. 

It is shaking the support or administrating the world women 

have done everything with incredible grits of assurance. So 

it is just right that we, salute all the ladies who have taken on 

each conflict hard way but rose like a precious stone to turn 

out to be progressively brilliant and sparkling. 

 

It is legitimate to sing a merited song of acclaim for the all 

uncelebrated yet truly great individual of our reality assault 

ration Of cherishing the soul of Indian womanhood. Ladies 

as a rule have reflected a step by step corrupted 

circumstances from time to time. Sometimes because of 

positive and now and then due troublesome assault and 

counter-assault of socio-political power.  

 

The Turks in India had received the Persian political 

customs due to this they acknowledged the privilege of 

ladies to climb the seat. Razia was the earliest example of a 

woman who ascends the throne. She was the first Muslim 

woman ruler of Delhi Sultanat. There were other ladies who 

effectively took part in politics. This was in presence during 

the Turkish Rule in India. The Afghans additionally 

permitted their ladies to take part in legislative issues. 

Mughals additionally had given a decent measure the 

political rights to their ladies. Be that as it may, power rights 

had not been given to them even than Mughal women played 

an important role in contemporary politics. they directly or 

indirectly influenced the political course of the event at that 

time. 

 

From 1494 to 1606 there were several notable women who 

have been active in politics. They did support their male 

counterparts in courts matter as well as in the battle. This 

research, paper deals with them. Babur‟s grandmother and 

mother supported him in various ways. His wives like 

Mahimbegam, Bibi Mubarik aassisted him in many battles. 

During the time of Humayun Khanzadabegam, Harem 

begam were significant women who took an active part in 

contemporary politics. During the Akbar‟s reign Maham 

Anga, Hamida Banu, Salima sultana were few considerable 

ladies. In this paper, we will study all of them. 

 

Notable women during the time of Babur and 

Humayun :-  

 

Babur had given a decent measure of political rights to his 

ladies.1“Once Shah Begam of Badkhshan wrote to 

Baburthat she being a woman could not attains overeignty 

while her grandson (Mirza Hakim ) could hold it.”So it is 

clear that power right had not given to women. 

 

In 1494 A.D, Babur was just eleven of age, Umar Shaikh 

Mirza passed on At that time, two incredible militaries 

revolted in Farghana. At that basic second, Babur‟s 

incredible grandmother, Eshan Daulat Begam helped him to 

a tremendous degree. She for all intents and purposes 

governed as the top of the realm and saw to it that Babur 

didn't generally come into inconvenience on any count. 

Later somewhere in the range of a half year, one of the 

officials named Hassan, revolted, and attempted to oust 

Babur. Without losing heart, Eshan Begam sorted out her 

military and squashed the revolt. She was insightful about 

what's the more, capable lady and extraordinarily caused 

Babur to run the state. 2 About his fabulous grandmother, 

Babur writes, “Few amongst women will have been my 

grandmother‟s equal for judgment and counsel. She was 
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very wise and far-sighted, and many affairs of mine were 

carried under her advice.” Ehsan was by all account not the 

only lady who worked effectively in legislative issues. 

 

Babur's mom and spouses were likewise Quite dynamic. His 

mom, QutluzNigar went with him in wars. His Shia wife 

Mahimbegam was a courageous lady. He got married to her 

in 1506 A.D. She supported him. 3 About her, Babur writes, 

“She was with me in most of my guerilla expeditions and 

throneless time……….. Few of her sex excelled her in sense 

of sagacity‟. Mahim Begam additionally helped him 

tremendously. In all issues, she generally lingered by him 

delighted in a great position. Truth be told, she was the main 

sovereign who had been permitted to sit by the side of the 

lord on the seat at Delhi. Even after the demise of her 

significant other, she looked into the administration for a 

period of more than two and a half years. Nizamuddin 

Khalifa, preferred to put Mahdi Kwaja on the seat (after the 

demise of Babur), overlooking the cases of Humayun. Be 

that as it may, at that time, MahimBegam took dynamic part 

and supported Humayun. Humayun got information that 

Nizamuddin was creating a problem in Kabul, in 1529 A.D., 

it was His mother who helped him to tackle this problem. 

Babur's other spouse, Mubarika, additionally helped; him 

politically in tackling a portion of his issues. Babur wedded 

Bibi Mubarika in Afghanistan in 1519 AD. Bibi Mubarika 

was the girl of Malik Sulaiman Shah. He was structure the 

Yusufzai clan which was very famous for causing 

underhandedness. With her insight and class, she helped 

Babur, to have a firm hang on Afghanistan. 

 

1 Some Aspects of Muslim Administration by Dr. R.P. 

Tripathi, P. 109. 

2 Women in Mughal India 1526 to 1748 by Rekha Mishra, 

P.17. 

3 Women in Mughal India by Rekha Mishra, P.18. 

 

In the rule of Humayun, the woman who involved a high 

position was KhanzadaBegam. She was the oldest sister, of 

Babur. MahimBegam, the Shia spouse of Babur, died in 

1532-33 AD. After this, Khanzada Begam, turned into the 

key woman of the royal residence and was additionally 

given the title of Padshah Begam". Humayun had 

extraordinary confidence in her and counseled her on 

exceptionally significant issues. The sister of Humayun 

named GulbadanBegam tended to her as the „Dearest 

Lady.”In 1541 AD Humayun progressed towards Thatta. 

Around then, he discovered that Hindal involved Qandhar 

and Kamran had walked against him to recoup it.  

 

Humayun was extraordinarily upset and requested Khanzada 

Begam to intercede in this issue. She went to Qandahar but 

her serious attempts didn't succeed. In 1545 AD Humayun 

returned from his excursion of Iran and laid attack on the 

stronghold of Kandahar. Presently Kamran was in trouble. 

He sent a message to keep up fort until Kamran arrived by 

Khanzada to Askari, who was in charge of the fort. But 

Askari could not restrain Humayun's powers and fall of the 

fort became visible. At that time Kamran and Askari sent 

Khanzada begum to Humayun reconcile on behalf of them. 

This matter was not solved meanwhile she got ill and died in 

1545 A.D. 

 

Besides the Imperial ladies, there were so many significant 

women out of the mansion, Harambegam was one of them. 

Her father‟s name was MirWais Beg. She was the wife of 

SulaimanMirza, Humayun‟s cousin. She was an ambitious 

lady who influenced the decisions of her son Mirza Ibrahim 

and her husband. They always discussed with her in 

government issues.4AbulFazal says, “Without her (Haram 

Begam) concurrence, he (Sulaiman Mirza) could not 

conduct any state business, and whom, he, out of weakness, 

had made ruler over himself….” 

 

In1549 A.D. she took an active part in politics, when 

Humayun started expedition toward Balkh he asked her for 

help. In reaction to his call, for help, Haram Begam 

assembled a big force drove them to a substantial interval 

and then instructed them to continue post-haste to join the 

exiled Emperor and supported him in his expedition.5 it was 

her first attempt to try to contribute to political matters. 

 

In 1551 A.D when Humayun was plotting an expedition to 

India, she came to Kabul 6 ostensible objective of attending 

the condolence at the death of Mirza Hindal, but in reality, 

she was facing some conflict at home with her husband and 

son. Later, her family reconciled with her and convinced her 

to come back home. 

 

4 Role of women during Mughal rule 1526 to 1707 A.D., 

thesis by Swapna Rani Das, P.108. 

5 Life and times of Humayunby Dr. IshwariPrashad, P.308. 

6 Tazkira-e-Humayun-wa- Akbar by Bayazid, P.223.  

 

During her stay at Kabul she examined the political situation 

there and attracted by a chance to occupancy to Kabul. Then 

Harem Begam wanted Mirza Sulaiman to take victory to 

Kabul, but could not succeed in his attempt. After ten years 

in the year 1566 AD she played an intriguing job in Kabul. 

As Kabul was not adequately secured around then, she urged 

her husband to make his fourth endeavor on Kabul. Masum 

had placed responsibility for the Fort of Kabul. Harem 

Begam made her husband another invasion on the Fort of 

Kabul. Simultaneously, by sheer and kind words and she 

mentioned the youthful ruler to come to Qarabagh which 

was situated 24 miles away from Kabul. Her aim was to get 

him captured there. But, it didn't accomplish.  

 

She (Harem Begum) wanted to be active in governmental 

issues, what's more, she took the organization of 

Badakhshan, which was any way heavily influenced by her 

significant other. She controlled it well and dealt with the 

armed force additionally competently. She even had the 

intensity of dispensing overwhelming disciplines the 

individuals who didn't toe her line. She utilized this capacity 

to the most extreme extent. She likewise attempted her hand 

in the organization of Kabul. Be that as it may, she didn‟t 

succeed there. She was a gutsy and of fine character and on 

these, characteristics won the regard of practically all around 

her.  

 

Aside from the ladies of the Royal Family, there were 

numerous other ladies who were notable during the time of 

Humayun. 7 One of them was Lad Malika. She was the 

spouse of Taj Khan Sarang Khani, an aristocrat of Afghan 

source. He had been delegated as the Governor of the Fort of 
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Chunar by Sikandar Lodhi. She was a lady of incredible 

excellence, quality, and abilities. The co-spouses were 

desirous of her what's more, brought forth an arrangement to 

get her slaughtered. Yet, that arrangement fizzle, and in the 

disaster, Taj Khan himself was slaughtered. Malika 

delighted in the cooperative attitude of her fighters and 

senior officials of her significant and with their help, she set 

up her authority over the State. As she was an extremely fine 

lady in all viewpoints, her children likewise were faithful 

and upheld her. Later on, Sher Shah wedded her. He not just 

won the Fort of Chunar, yet in addition all her wealth.  

 

7 life and times of Humayun by Dr. IshwariPrashad, PP.289 

and 308. 

 

Women during Akbar’s time 

The earlier part of Akbar‟s reign was not a smooth one. 

There was much political turmoil, and during that period, 

many women played important roles. One of them was 

MahchuchakBegam. She was the stepmother of Akbar. She 

married Humayun in 1546 A.D.Humayun had appointed her 

son Mirza 3 Women in Mughal India by Rekha Mishra, 

P.18. Hakeem as governor of Kabul in 1556 A.D. He 

(Mirza) was placed under the guardianship of Munim Khan, 

who helped him in the administration of Kabul. But, 

MahchuchakBegam was highly ambitious and she began to 

exercise her power and influenced the administration of 

Kabul.In 1560AD Munim Khan was recalled. He put his son 

Ghani Khan in his place to help the prince. But Ghanikhan 

was not as able as his father Munim Khan. Taking advantage 

of the situation, Mahachuchk Begam, tightened her grip over 

Kabul, in even a firmer way than before. She raced Ghani 

Khan out from his position and even made him to go to 

India. Now Kabul was under the direct supervision of 

Maham begum. After the death of her husband, MahBegam 

took an active interest in the politics of Kabul. For the next 

eight years, she dominated the political scene of Kabul. She 

tried her best to strengthen the position of her son ( Mirza 

Hakim) and in that process of her life. Her activities in the 

initial stages of the rule of Akbar were never to his liking. In 

fact, they were a nuisance to him.  

 

Another prominent and enthusiastic woman of some 

importance was MahamAnaga, who was the chief sitter of 

Akbar. She was very active in the initial years of Akbar is 

rule. Maham had a say in the political affairs of the country. 

8 According to Von Noer, “her influence continued form 

1560 to 1562 A.D. till the death of AadamKhan, But 

according to V. Smith, it remained from 1560 to 1564 

A.D.”From the views of the two historians, we can pressure 

that Maham was highly ambitious and used Akbar to fulfil 

her own selfish ends. It may be said that she had some 

influence, but it is wrong to surmise that Akbar was under 

her influence and obeyed her implicitly. In fact, he did not 

much care for women. Maham Anaga was the wife of 

Nadim Kuka and mother of Baqi and Adham. At one stage 

she was even prepared to lay down her life for the sake of 

Akbar. That was in 1547 A.D. Since then, Akbar reposed 

great confidence in Maham Anaga.9Humayun died in 1556 

A.D. Afterward, Bairam khan became the regent of Akbar. 

As he grew up, he (Akbar) wanted to assert himself in every 

way. He got sick of Bairam khan. When Akbar confided this 

to Anga, she supported Akbar. By this time, many of 

Anaga‟s relatives had occupied key positions both in the 

palace and administration. This development naturally 

strengthened the laws of Anga. Shahabuddin was the 

Governor of Delhi and Baqi Khan, the legislative head of 

Aligarh, 10once when Akbar went on a chasing, trip, Anaga 

instructed him to visit his wiped out mother, who was 

remaining in Delhi. She had a few exchanges with 

Shahabuddin invited Akbar in Delhi.Anaga in meeting with 

Shahabuddin talked something to Akbar and this 

transformed him fundamentally.  

 

8 Women in Mughal India by Rekha Mishra, P.25. 

9 Akbar : The great Mughal by V. Smith, p.32  

10 Tabkat, Vol 2
nd

, p.237. 

 

They told Akbar that Bairam Khan was egotistical and 

insatiable and as long as he was there, he would not permit 

him (Akbar) to run the administration, according to his 

preferring Shahabuddin and Anaga revealed to him that they 

might not want to be quiet observers for such disintegration 

of the intensity of the Emperor and as such, they would 

prefer to go on a journey. They further mentioned Akbar to 

allow them to go on a journey Akbar significantly cherished 

Anaga and subsequently never permitted her to be isolated 

from him. At long last, these individuals made a fracture 

between Bairam Khan and the Sovereign Akbar. At long 

last, Bairam Khan was convinced by Akbar to go on a 

journey to Mecca. At this point, the Emperor had as of now 

chosen to assume control over the organization of the nation.  

 

After Bairam khan's exit from the scene, Akbar turned his 

thoughtfulness regarding Malwa. It was administered by Baz 

Bahadur. As Akbar was keen on Malwa, he sent Adam Khan 

(child of MahamAnaga) to Malwa, so as to catch it.He 

vanished Baz Bahadur in 1561 A.D.Adam Khan stole away 

the abundance of Baz Bahadur, including cash furthermore, 

ladies of the seraglio.11This achievement made Adam Khan 

haughty. Rather than sending the goods to the Emperor, he 

kept the most important treasures for himself, including the 

lovely girls. Akbar turned out to be extremely furious at this 

great wrongdoing of Adam Khan.So to show for himself this 

underhandedness, Akbar out of the blue went to this place 

Anaga knew than her child would be in a difficult situation 

if Akbar saw reality. She sent a few envoys to caution her 

child. Be that as it may, before they could go,Akbar had just 

shown up there. When gone up against, Adam Khan 

conceded his mix-ups and returned practically all the goods 

and mentioned the Emperor to excuse him. Akbar 

irresolutely consented. MahamAnaga was astute and 

absolutely faithful to the Emperor. As a result of these 

characteristics, she started to practice a ton of political 

power. The Emperor had a great deal of trust in her.Upto 

this time, everything went on easily. At this point,   was very 

aware of her significance. She needed to have greatest force 

in committed hands. If that was impractical, she wanted it to 

be at any rate among her kin. 

 

MahamAnaga had gigantic shrewdness and mental fortitude. 

Akbar normally didn't care for that and, so as to control her 

impact and force, he appointed Shamshuddin Atka Khan as 

the Prime Minister., Anaga was gifted, committed and astute 

and by the goodness of these characteristics, she had till 

presently delighted in force and esteem. Indeed, she was 
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practically similar to the Prime Priest.At the point when such 

was her position, Akbar's decision of Atka Khan for the high 

post of Prime Minister was normally not loved by 

MahamAnga But Munim Khan was additionally not content 

with the force and notoriety of MahamAnga. With Akbar's 

decision of Atka Khan, contrasts emerged between 

MahamAnaga and Akbar. This indicates Akbar was not 

totally affected by Anaga. In fact, he was keenly utilizing 

her administrations for his own methods and closures. Inside 

a brief time of two months, her impact nearly ended. Pir 

Muhammad was moved to Malwa and Adam Khan was 

reviewed from that point. This demonstrated Anaga's impact 

at this point, had nearlyVanished. 

 

11 Akbar : The great Mughal by V. Smith, p.34. 

 

There is no proof to show that Anaga had enjoyed 

nepotism.12 The facts confirm that Adam Khan had been 

given the errand of overcoming Malwa. Yet, that was not a 

major kindness, she was keen on dumping Bairam Khan and 

bringing up her child's position. Be that as it may, this 

conflict was not bolstered by realities. Neither Bairam Khan 

was rebuffed nor Adam Khan increases any kindness. At the 

appropriate time, Adam Khan killed Atka Khan mostly in 

light of the fact that increases Sheer Akbar didn't take to this 

demonstration generous and was very disturbed. He verified 

Adam Khan by requesting that he be tossed down from a 

porch.These occasions show that Akbar was in full order 

and followed up on his own will. Following forty days of 

the passing of her child (Adam Khan), MahamAnaga kicked 

the bucket of sadness in 1562 A.D. The facts demonstrate 

that Akbar exploited the insight, ability, what's more, the 

dedication of Anaga, however, he never permitted her to 

have a hang on him.  

 

Another respectable lady of this period was 

BhaktunnisaBegam. She was the relative of Akbar and had 

been hitched to Khwaja Hassan of Badakshan. Mohammad 

Hakim, the Governor of Kabul revolted in Kabul. He 

assaulted Punjab and went up to Lahore. He was checked by 

Mansingh, who was the Governor of that Province (Lahore). 

Akbar was disappointed with Hakim and proclaimed war on 

him. He was scared and fled profound into the timberlands 

to spare his life.13The Emperor himself went to Kabul and 

overwhelmed Hakim. Be that as it may, he exculpated him, 

yet didn't give him any more force. He appointed his sister 

BhaktunnisaBegam as the Governor of Kabul. This 

significantly mortified Hakeem. Akbar cautioned Hakeem 

that he could never be endured in the event that he had any 

devilish plan. After the takeoff of Akbar from Kabul, Hakim 

Partially recovered his position. Be that as it may, he was 

always unable to get his full powers. Extremely significant 

records must be marked by his sister Bhaktunnisa Begam.14 

When Bhaktunnisa was placed responsible for Kabul, the 

circumstance there went under control. The Emperor was 

not content with the exercises of Abdulla Khan and he was 

similarly stressed by the insolence of Hakim. Be that as it 

may, after Bhaktunnesa was placed in control, things went 

under control due to her of the deft dealing with.  

 

During the rule of Humayun. KhanzadaBegam helped him in 

numerous ways, fixing up contrasts and so on. Similarly, 

during Akbar's time, two ladies helped him a lot 

strategically. They were Mariam Makani, his mom, and 

Salima Sultan Begam, his other wife.  

12 The Emperor Akbar by Von Noer, Vol.1, p.89. 

13 Role Of Women During Mughal rule 1526 to 1707, thesis 

by Swapna Rani Das, p.118. 

14 Akbar : The great Mughal by V. Smith, p.143. 

 

In 1599 A.D. Akbar was to go toward the South on a 

campaign. For sometime before this, he, (Akbar) had quit 

conversing with his child Salim since he had gotten 

alcoholic and never checked out the organization of the 

State. Around then it was Mariam Makani (Excellent Mother 

of Salim) who achieved a trade-off between the dad and son. 

(That is, among Akbar and Salim). Not long after this, Salim 

carried out another enormous wrongdoing. By that time, 

Akbar's standard over the nation was well more than 40 

years, and the end of his rule was, be that as it may, insight. 

This made Salim very fretful and he needed to snatch power 

forcibly. In this way, in 1601 A.D. he revolted and even 

accepted the illustrious title. This happened at Allahabad. 

The circumstances turned out to be profoundly unstable and 

Emperor Akbar was very upset. No one at any point 

challenged to converse with Akbar about Salim. At long last, 

Mariyam Makani (Grandmother of Salim) and 

GulbadanBegam (Aunt of Salim) argued for Salim and made 

Akbar concede his pardon. He was exonerated in 1603 

A.D.In the absolute first year of the rule of Jahangir, his 

progression mother Salima Sultana Begam and some 

different Begams of the group of concubines, played some 

significant job in governmental issues.  

 

In 1606, Khursru, the oldest child of Jahangir rebelled 

against his father. He was helped by Khan Azam, the child 

of Shamsuddin Atka. Khan Azam was a free tongued 

individual. One night he acquired the fierceness of Amir - 

ul-Umra Sharif Khan, the fantastic Wazir. In private talks, 

aristocrats proposed that Khan-Azam ought to be killed. Be 

that as it may, Khan-L-Jahan Lodhi contradicted the thought. 

At last, the Begams interceded and Khan Azam was 

pardoned.  

 

2. Conclusion  
 

Though we can say Mughal women played a significant role 

in the social, artistic, and philosophical improvement of the 

kingdom. Mughal women were almost as tremendous as 

their male companions, and in several cases even more 

polished and nurtured. These gorgeous, knowledgeable, and 

exceptionally gifted women not only contributed to the 

social, artistic, academic, cultural, and economic areas but 

also exerted on enormous courage and played a prominent 

role in the contemporary politics of that time. It is exciting 

indeed, that behind the veils and covered by walls of their 

residences and mansions, these women could achieve 

considerably that some of their achievement till today is a 

part of our rich cultural heritage.  

 

This research paper deals with the Mughal women in vast 

and is related to their accomplishments and their 

politicalactivities. It gives a comprehensive summary of the 

life and contributions of the Mughal women from 1494 to 

1606 A.D. which includes from the Babar‟s age to the time 

of the Akbar, with special emphasis on the most notable 
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among them. The explanation must be brought about also of 

the most extraordinary among them like Aihsan Daulat 

Begam and Qutluq Nigar Khanum, the maternal 

grandmother mother, and mother of Babar, respectively. 

Then we have Babar‟s sister KhanzadaBegam, 

GulbadanBegam, his daughter. Humayun‟s wife 

Hamidabanu, Akbar‟s attendant MahamAnga and his wives 

Ruquiayabegam, Salima Sultan, etc.The ladies of the noble 

and imperial families, even though restricted, took pleasure 

in a better Status. Noblewomen received a good education 

and had many chances to develop their skills and they 

played an outstanding role in politics. They were highly 

ambitious and enthusiastic to tackle political issues. From 

Babur's time to Akbar's time there were many prominent 

women who contributed to the politics. Mughal appreciated 

their advice and took advantage of their intellectual sharpen 

sense.  
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