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Abstract: In the last decade, new designs target green buildings, which emphasised the prominence of energy conservation and
efficiency. Designing a green building in a sustainable way does not promise it will be energy efficient, as consumption is heavily relied
on occupant behaviour. Besides, the variation of energy consumption is also associated with meteorological variables, which are highly
significant in the building sector. Thus, it is vital to understand the influence of these factors on energy consumption in which a better
understanding of it can contribute to a more effective strategy in meeting energy conservation goal. This paper presents analyses of
meteorological variables, occupant behaviour and energy consumption in terms of electricity consumption based on field data
collection conducted in August 2012- August 2013 in an office building located in Northern Peninsular of Malaysia. Meteorological
data were recorded and monitored using a weather station system, and monthly energy consumption data were recorded based on meter
readings. Analysis of occupant behaviour was carried out through a questionnaire survey (r=0.825) to 40 occupants of the building.
The questionnaire was divided into four sections: i) demographic data; ii) knowledge and awareness about energy; iii) perception and
view of energy consumption and efficiency and; iv) energy practices. From the study it was found that the meteorological variables in
terms of outdoor mean temperature, outdoor relative humidity and wind speed ranged from 27.4 to 29.3°C, 77.4 to 81.3% and 1.6 to 2.3
m/s. Most of the occupants in this study had high knowledge and awareness about energy, and they gave a positive feedback on view of
energy consumption and energy efficiency. In contrast, these behaviours did not translate to good energy practices among the
occupants as low energy efficiency practices were observed in this study. In conclusion, meteorological variables and occupant
behaviour had an influence on energy consumption in the case study building. However, a more detailed investigation should be
carried out concerning this area in the future.
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1. Introduction
Energy consumption and efficiency have earned significant
attention in recent years, particularly with respect to the
building sector, as it contributes around 20 to 40% of total
energy consumption in developed and developing countries
[1, 2]. It is expected that energy consumption in buildings
will continuously take a larger portion of total energy
consumption in the future [3, 4]. Since the building sector has
been identified as one of the major factors to in climate
change, numerous efforts have been taken across the world to
improve building design by adopting low-carbon energy
technologies and by promoting awards and policies in this
regard. In response to this, green or low-carbon building is
introduced as one of the important design elements toward
energy-efficient buildings all over the world [5-8]. Green
building or low-carbon building is defined as a design that
has superior environmental performance by using sustainable
energy resources and materials [9]. However, designing a
green building in a sustainable way does not promise it will
be energy efficient, as energy consumption is heavily
dependent on the building’s occupant behaviours [9]. From
literature, it has been found that poor occupant behaviour can
significantly contribute to lower building energy
performances [10, 11]. Occupants’ comfort is also a critical
part to green building design, which could lead to a large
portion of energy consumption of indoor spaces [12]. Thus, a
study on occupant behaviour should be emphasised in
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ensuring objectives of low energy consumption in buildings
to be achieved in the future. This would help to prioritise
action and management plans towards an energy-efficiency
management system.
On the other hand, variation of energy consumption is also
associated with meteorological variables, which are highly
significant in the building sector [13]. Fung et al. [14] stated
that 1°C rise in monthly outdoor temperature would increase
annual electricity consumption by 3% in buildings, especially
in hot-humid zones. For instance, in the hot-humid zone of
Malaysia, daily outdoor air temperature normally varies from
24 to 38°C with mean monthly relative humidity ranging
from 70 to 90% throughout the year that vary depending on
locations and months [15, 16]. This hot and humid weather
throughout the year causes the building occupants to heavily
rely on cooling, ventilation or air-conditioning systems. In
this regard, as stated in [4] and [16], the cooling or airconditioning systems consumed more than 60% of the total
electricity consumption in buildings.
Keeping the above facts in mind, it is vital to understand
meteorological variables, energy consumption and occupant
behaviour and their associations in which a better
understanding of these factors can contribute to a more
effective strategy in meeting energy conservation goals of a
building towards an energy-efficiency management system.
This paper presents an analysis of these factors based on a
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case study of an office building in a hot humid climate zone.

consumption data were recorded based on meter readings for
12 months.

2. Methodology
2.3 Questionnaire Survey
2.1 Building description
A building with 30 various sizes of office rooms located in a
tertiary educational institution in Northern Peninsular
Malaysia was selected in this study, which contains
assignable 3,000 square meter of instructional space. The
geographical coordinates of the building lies at 05° 21' 20"
North Latitude and 100° 17' 49" East Longitude with average
outdoor temperature of 28°C and outdoor average relative
humidity of 80%. This particular building was chosen based
on the fact of design and operation principles, including the
orientation of form, ventilation and management practices.
This building was constructed in 1983 consisting of two
floors (upper and ground levels) using material composition
of walls, windows and other elements of building fabric as
shown in Table 1. The structure and material of this building
are not different from most office buildings situated in the
area and therefore, lessons drawn could be applied to office
buildings in general. Furthermore, layer properties, which
include solar transmittance, absorbance and reflectance
characteristics, were also constructed for building glazing.
The building is denoted as A in Figure 1.
Table 1: Material properties of building fabric
Envelope components
External wall
Internal ceiling
Internal floor
Window glass

Material
Brick plaster
Plasterboard ceiling tile
Tile, woven carpet
Casement metal frame

Questionnaire survey (r = 0.825), with Likert Scale in five
ordered response options was conducted in order to assess
occupant behaviour to 40 occupants of the selected office
rooms. An ethical approval to this study was given by Human
Research
Ethics
Committee
USM
[Ref:
USM/JEPeM/281.4.(1.1)]. The questionnaire survey adopted
form was divided into four sections: A) demographic data; B)
knowledge and awareness about energy; C) perception and
view of energy consumption and efficiency and; D) energy
practices. Section A was done to collect demographic data of
the occupants such as gender, age, educational background,
working position, working hours and working experiences.
Section B, C and D emphasised on understanding and general
knowledge of energy, view of energy consumption and
practices of energy among occupants in the office rooms. The
survey was carried out to the occupants during the collection
data of field measurement in each office room.
2.4 Data Analyses
Two sets of parameters in terms of physical (meteorological
variables and energy consumption data) and subjective (the
questionnaire survey) were investigated and analysed with
the aid of Microsoft Excel and statistical analyses tools.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1

Analysis of Meteorological Variables

The outdoor air temperatures during the field measurements
were between 27.4°C and 29.2°C with outdoor relative
humidity between 77.4% and 81.3% and wind speed between
1.6 m/s and 2.3 m/s. The descriptive statistics of the
environmental parameters data is shown in Table 2.
Table 2: Descriptive statistics of the meteorological
variables

Figure 1: Location of the case study building

Outdoor Atmospheric Data
Air temperature
Relative
(°C)
humidity (%)
Mean
28.10
79.00
Standard deviation
0.67
1.48
Minimum
27.40
77.40
Maximum
29.30
81.30

Wind speed
(m/s)
1.90
0.25
1.60
2.30

2.2 Field Measurements

3.2

Measurements of meteorological variables in terms of
temperature, relative humidity and wind speed were collected
using HOBO® micro station data logger H21-002 connected
to 12-Bit temp/RH smart Sensor S-THB-M002 (temperature:
±0.21°C from 0° to 50°C; RH: ±2.5% from 10 to 90%; wind
speed: ±1.1 m/s). An 8-hour continuous measurement was
performed during working hours following methods and
procedures in [17] for 12 months (from August 2012 to
August 2013). In parallel to this, monthly energy

The monthly electricity consumption for the building for 12
months is shown in Figure 2 with the average electricity
consumption of 24,425.54 kWh and the annual working day
was 264 days. From the figure, it can be seen the monthly
electricity consumption of the building was directly
associated to the number of working days. Of the total
building electricity consumption as stated by the building top
management, 45 % were from air conditioning systems such
as cooling and ventilation, followed by lighting (25 %),
office equipment and others, 20% and 10% respectively as
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can be seen in Figure 3. In order to convert electricity
consumed in kWh to kg of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions,
the energy consumption was multiplied by a conversion
factor of 0.523 kgCO2/kWh (Defra/DECC, 2012). Carbon
dioxide emissions from electricity produced in the building
are shown in Figure 4. From this figure it can be seen that the
highest value of 15,317.1 kgCO2 was recorded
corresponding to 29,287 kWh in March 2013. As stated in
The 4th Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, electricity consumption in building
sector contributed 30 to 40% of total green gas emission in
terms of carbon dioxide [4]. However, the association
between electricity consumption and carbon dioxide
emissions can fluctuate significantly depending on building
type services [18].

Figure 4: Carbon emission data from August 2012 to August
2013
3.3 Analysis of Occupant Behaviour
A total of 40 occupants participated in the survey in which
75% of them were male and 25% were female. Demographic
data is shown in Figure 5. Most of them were aged between
31 to 40 and 51 to 60 years and their educational level were
relatively average, with SPM/STPM/Matriculation graduates.
In term of working position, 35% of the occupants work as
technician and 27.5% of occupants involved in professional
fields. With regard to working hours and experience, 87.5%
of occupants work at least 8 hours and 62.5% of the
occupants have worked in the building for seven years and
above.

Figure 2: Electricity consumption and number of working
day from August 2012 to August 2013

Figure 5: Demographic data of occupants in the building

Figure 3: Breakdown of total electricity consumption in case
study building
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Section B of the questionnaire aimed to obtain knowledge
and awareness about energy from the occupants. Analysis of
the occupants’ knowledge and awareness about energy is
illustrated in Figure 6 in which mean value is presented. For
instance, it was found that limited number of occupants
(mean value: 3.725) had knowledge about 5-Star rated
(Energy Star) of energy-efficient electrical products. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), to promote
the use of energy-efficient products and to reduce the
emission of greenhouse gases by reducing energy
consumption, introduced the “Energy Star” programme in
1992 [19, 20]. However, there was a conflict in occupants’
answers in relation to Energy Star and saving energy tips
questions. Most of the occupants claimed that they were
aware of energy saving and had knowledge about energy
consumption (mean value: 4.45) but in contrast they had less
understanding about Energy Star products. In this case, more
campaign and awareness programmes should be carried out
in the future to publicly disseminate knowledge about Energy
Star Programme in ensuring the public and consumers so
they can easily identify energy-efficient products and their
benefits.
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Figure 7: Analysis of occupants’ view of energy
consumption and energy efficiency (based on 1-5 Likert
Scale)

Figure 6: Analysis of occupants’ knowledge and awareness
about energy (based on 1-5 Likert Scale)
Section C of the questionnaire explored views of energy
consumption and energy efficiency among occupants. Figure
7 summarises mean value of the analysis of views of energy
consumption and energy efficiency among the occupants. It
was found that the occupants agreed (mean value: 4.275) that
top management should appoint a responsible team to
coordinate energy management activities. As the responsible
team for energy management, the team should provide
informative material and organise periodic internal training
such as workshop about energy efficiency to the employees
[21]. In addition, they should ensure that the energy
management programme is properly executed and monitored,
and the employees should report any energy failure or energy
wastage to the top management. Besides, the occupants
preferred to see more visible reminders of energy
consumption warning or indication (mean value of 4.250) as
this could help them to be more aware about the importance
of energy saving.

Section D of the questionnaire investigated the occupants’
energy practices. In this section, the occupants were asked
about frequency of their behaviour that could lead to energy
wastage as can be seen in Figure 8. From this analysis, it can
be seen that, the occupants had the tendency to turn on the
light even when there is enough light in the room with a mean
value of 2.925, and they chose to leave the light on even
when the room is vacant (mean value: 3.425). Ouyang and
Hokao [22] reported that this kind of behaviour could lead to
energy wastage and improvement of occupant behaviour on
energy practices can save more than 10% of building
electricity consumption.

Figure 8: Analysis of occupants’ energy practices (based on
1-5 Likert Scale)
3.4 Meteorological
Consumption

Variables

Versus

Energy

Impact of meteorological variables on electricity
consumption cannot be disregarded as many studies have
been carried out around the world pertaining to this matter
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[23, 24] As stated by [24], high outdoor temperature will heat
up a building and as the consequence, the occupants of that
particular building feel uncomfortable with indoor
environmental condition thus, they have the tendency to
depend on cooling or air-conditioning system to comfort their
zone. Figure 9 shows variation of electricity consumption of
the case study building with outdoor mean temperature. The
highest outdoor temperature of 29.3°C was recorded with
29,287 kWh in month of March 2013 and the lowest outdoor
temperature of 27.4 °C was recorded with 23,193 kWh in
month of September 2012. It can be seen that a sudden boost
of electricity consumption occurred in March 2013,
approximately 24.5% higher than electricity consumption as
compared to February 2013 energy consumption, and a
difference of 1.6°C of outdoor mean temperature between
these months. The electricity consumption started to fall from
March to August 2013 as the outdoor mean temperature
dropped. On the other hand, analyses of electricity
consumption of the case study building with outdoor relative
humidity and wind speed are shown in Figure 10 and Figure
11, respectively. From the figures, the highest outdoor
relative humidity of 81.3 % was recorded with 24,603 kWh
in month of October 2012 and the highest outdoor wind
speed of 2.3 m/s was recorded with 23,526 kWh in month of
February 2013. A detailed study should be carried out in this
area to further investigate the association between outdoor
conditions and indoor conditions as these factors will directly
impact energy consumption in buildings, especially for
heating, ventilation and air-conditioning systems as stated in
[23, 24]

Figure 11: Electricity consumption versus outdoor mean
wind speed

4. Conclusion
This paper analysed meteorological variables, energy
consumption and occupant behaviour in a selected office
building in a hot-humid climate zone. This study was carried
out based on: i) field measurements in relation to energy
consumption data and meteorological variables; ii)
preliminary data on occupants’ knowledge, view and
practices about energy in relation to occupant behaviour and;
iii) relationship between energy consumption and
meteorological variables. In conclusion, meteorological
variables and occupant behaviour had an influence on energy
consumption in the case study building. However, a more
detailed investigation should be carried out in the future
about the relationship between meteorological variables and
building energy consumption. It is hoped that this study
could provide baseline data in prioritising efforts of
evaluation and modification of occupant behaviour for
energy conservation and energy saving in office buildings
towards energy-efficiency management system in hot-humid
zones.

5. Acknowledgments

Figure 9: Electricity consumption versus outdoor mean
temperature

The authors would like to express their gratitude to USM
RUI Grant (1001/PTEKIND/811229) and to the top
management and occupants of the case study building for the
kind cooperation.

References

Figure 10: Electricity consumption versus outdoor mean
relative humidity

Paper ID: SUB153964

[1] Perez-Lombard, L., J. Ortiz, and C. Pout, A review on
buildings energy consumption information. Energy and
Buildings, 2008. 40(3): p. 394-398.
[2] Lior, N., Energy resources and use: The present (2008)
situation and possible sustainable paths to the future.
Energy, 2010. 35(6): p. 2631-2638.
[3] Wang, S., C. Fang, X. Guan, B. Pang, and H. Ma,
Urbanisation, energy consumption, and carbon dioxide
emissions in China: A panel data analysis of China’s
provinces. Applied Energy, 2014. 136(0): p. 738-749.
[4] Mardiana, A. and S.B. Riffat, Building Energy
Consumption and Carbon dioxide Emissions: Threat to
Climate Change. Journal of Earth Science Climate
Change, 2015. S3:001.

Volume 4 Issue 5, May 2015
www.ijsr.net
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY

92

International Journal of Science and Research (IJSR)
ISSN (Online): 2319-7064
Index Copernicus Value (2013): 6.14 | Impact Factor (2013): 4.438
[5] Gibbs, D. and K. O’Neill, Building a green economy?
Sustainability transitions in the UK building sector.
Geoforum, 2015. 59(0): p. 133-141.
[6] Ravindu, S., R. Rameezdeen, J. Zuo, Z. Zhou, and R.
Chandratilake, Indoor environment quality of green
buildings: Case study of an LEED platinum certified
factory in a warm humid tropical climate. Building and
Environment, 2015. 84(0): p. 105-113.
[7] Hassouneh, K., A. Al-Salaymeh, and J. Qoussous,
Energy audit, an approach to apply the concept of green
building for a building in Jordan. Sustainable Cities and
Society, 2015. 14(0): p. 456-462.
[8] Ye, L., Z. Cheng, Q. Wang, H. Lin, C. Lin, and B. Liu,
Developments of Green Building Standards in China.
Renewable Energy, 2015. 73(0): p. 115-122.
[9] Deuble, M.P. and R.J. de Dear, Green occupants for
green buildings: The missing link? Building and
Environment, 2012. 56(0): p. 21-27.
[10] Lo, S.H., G.-J.Y. Peters, and G. Kok, Energy-Related
Behaviors in Office Buildings: A Qualitative Study on
Individual and Organisational Determinants. Applied
Psychology, 2012. 61(2): p. 227-249.
[11] Yu, Z., B.C.M. Fung, F. Haghighat, H. Yoshino, and E.
Morofsky, A systematic procedure to study the influence
of occupant behavior on building energy consumption.
Energy and Buildings, 2011. 43(6): p. 1409-1417.
[12] Paul, W.L. and P.A. Taylor, A comparison of occupant
comfort and satisfaction between a green building and a
conventional building. Building and Environment, 2008.
43(11): p. 1858-1870.
[13] Delfani, S., M. Karami, and H. Pasdarshahri, The effects
of climate change on energy consumption of cooling
systems in Tehran. Energy and Buildings, 2010. 42(10):
p. 1952-1957.
[14] Fung, W.Y., K.S. Lam, W.T. Hung, S.W. Pang, and
Y.L. Lee, Impact of urban temperature on energy
consumption of Hong Kong. Energy, 2006. 31(14): p.
2623-2637.
[15] Ahmad, N.N.N. and D.M. Hossain, Climate Change and
Global Warming Discourses and Disclosures in the
Corporate Annual Reports: A Study on the Malaysian
Companies. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences,
2015. 172(0): p. 246-253.
[16] Chan, S.A. Energy Efficiency-Designing Low Energy
Buildings Using Energy 10. 2004.
[17] Wong, L.T. and K.W. Mui, Evaluation on four sampling
schemes for assessing indoor air quality. Building and
Environment, 2007. 42(3): p. 1119-1125.
[18] Zhu, J., D.A.S. Chew, S. Lv, and W. Wu, Optimization
method for building envelope design to minimize carbon
emissions of building operational energy consumption
using orthogonal experimental design (OED). Habitat
International, 2013. 37(0): p. 148-154.
[19] Datta, S. and S. Gulati, Utility rebates for ENERGY
STAR appliances: Are they effective? Journal of
Environmental Economics and Management, 2014.
68(3): p. 480-506.
[20] Murray, A.G. and B.F. Mills, Read the label! Energy
Star appliance label awareness and uptake among U.S.
consumers. Energy Economics, 2011. 33(6): p. 11031110.

Paper ID: SUB153964

[21] Zuo, J. and Z.-Y. Zhao, Green building research–current
status and future agenda: A review. Renewable and
Sustainable Energy Reviews, 2014. 30(0): p. 271-281.
[22] Ouyang, J. and K. Hokao, Energy-saving potential by
improving occupants’ behavior in urban residential
sector in Hangzhou City, China. Energy and Buildings,
2009. 41(7): p. 711-720.
[23] Chandramowli, S.N. and F.A. Felder, Impact of climate
change on electricity systems and markets – A review of
models and forecasts. Sustainable Energy Technologies
and Assessments, 2014. 5(0): p. 62-74.
[24] Ahmed, T., K.M. Muttaqi, and A.P. Agalgaonkar,
Climate change impacts on electricity demand in the
State of New South Wales, Australia. Applied Energy,
2012. 98(0): p. 376-383.
Author Profile
S.C. Ooi received his BTech degree in. Environmental Technology
from Universiti Sains Malaysia in 2011. Currently, he is pursuing
his MSc in Environmental Technology in Universiti Sains
Malaysia.
A. Mardiana obtained her PhD in Engineering Science
(Sustainable Energy Technologies) from University of Nottingham,
United Kingdom in 2011. Currently she is a Senior Lecturer in
Universiti Sains Malaysia.
Y. Yusup obtained his PhD in Chemical Engineering from
University Kebangsaan Malaysia in 2007. Currently he is a Senior
Lecturer in Universiti Sains Malaysia.

Volume 4 Issue 5, May 2015
www.ijsr.net
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY

93

