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Abstract: The arithmetic logic unit (ALU) is the core of a CPU in a computer; the adder cell is the elementary unit of an ALU. The 
constraints the adder has to satisfy are area, power and speed requirements. The delay in an adder is dominated by the carry chain. 
Arithmetic operations such as addition, subtraction and multiplication still suffer from known problems including limited number of 
bits, propagation time delay, and circuit complexity. Carry free arithmetic operations can be achieved using a higher radix number 
system such as quaternary Signed Digit (QSD). We proposed fast arithmetic logical unit based on quaternary signed digit number system 
where the carry propagation chain are eliminated, hence it reduce the propagation time in comparison with radix 2 system, each digit 
can be represented by a number from -3 to -3. In any n digit QSD number, each digit can be represented by a number from the digit set 
[-3,-2,-1, 0, 1, 2, 3]. Operations on a large number of digits can be implemented with constant delay and less complexity. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The various digital systems such as computers and signal 
processors, arithmetic operation plays important role. The 
speed of system increases with increasing the speed of 
addition and multiplication. In conventional binary number 
system, carry may propagate all the way from the least 
significant digit to the most significant. Thus the addition 
time is dependent on the word length. In this paper, we 
propose a high speed QSD arithmetic logic unit which is 
capable of carry free addition, borrow free subtraction. The 
QSD addition/subtraction operation uses a fixed number of 
minterms for any operand size. In QSD number system carry 
propagation chain are eliminated which reduce the 
computation time substantially, thus enhancing the speed of 
the machine. Signed digit number system offers the 
possibility of carry free addition. QSD Adder /QSD 
Multiplier circuits are logic circuits designed to perform 
high-speed arithmetic operations. In QSD number system 
carry propagation chain are eliminated which reduce the 
computation time substantially. There are two steps involved 
in the carry-free addition. The first step generates an 
intermediate carry and sum from the addend and augends. 
The second step combines the intermediate sum of the 
current digit with the carry of the lower significant digit, 
thus enhancing the speed of the machine. The paper is 
structured as follows: Section II presents the basic concept 
for performing any operation in QSD, first convert the 
binary or any other input into quaternary signed digit.  

 
Section III presents Adder/Substractor Design. Section IV 
presents multiplier unit, logical unit is present in section V, 
in section VI present simulation results. Then we provide 
our conclusions in Section VII. 
 

2. Basic Concept  
 
For performing any operation in QSD, first convert the 
binary or any other input into quaternary signed digit. 

 

 
 

Signed digit representation of number indicates that digits 
can be prefixed with a – (minus) sign to indicate that they 
are negative. Signed digit representation can be used to 
accomplish fast addition of integers because it can eliminate 
carriers. QSD numbers are represented using 3-bit 2’s 
complement notation. Each number can be represented by 

ixiD 4    
Where xi can be any value from the set {3, 2, 1, 0, 1, 2,3} 
for producing an appropriate decimal representation. A QSD 
negative number is the QSD complement of QSD positive 
number i.e.3 = -3, 2 = -2, 1 = -1. For digital implementation, 
large number of digits such as 64, 128, or more can be 
implemented with constant delay. A high speed and area 
effective adders and multipliers can be implemented using 
this technique. For digital implementation, large number of 
digits such as 64, 128, or more can be implemented with 
constant delay. A higher radix based signed digit number 
system, such as quaternary signed digit (QSD) number 
system, allows higher information storage density, less 
complexity, fewer system components and fewer cascaded 
gates and operations. A high speed and area effective adders 
and multipliers can be implemented using this technique [2, 
1]. Also we can obtain redundant multiple representation of 
any integer Quantity using this QSD number system [3]. 

Examples of n digit QSD number are as follows: 313 . 
For example: 

 
012 434341)313( QSD  

 31216 
10

)25(
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generator and QSD adder as basic components. A partial 
product, Mi, is a result of multiplication between an n-digit 
input, An-1-A0, with a single digit input, Bi, where i = 
0….n-1. The primitive component of the partial product 
generator is a single-digit multiplication unit whose 
functionality can be expressed as shown in Table 3. 

 
Table 3: The outputs of all possible combinations of a pair 

of multiplicand (A) and multiplier (B) 
 

BA -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
-3 9 6 3 0 -3 -6 -9 
-2 6 4 2 0 -2 -4 -6 
-1 3 2 1 0 -1 -2 -3 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
2 -6 -4 -2 0 2 4 6 
3 -9 -6 -3 0 3 6 9 

 

The single-digit multiplication produces M as a result and C 
as a carry to be combined with M of the next digit. The 
range of both outputs, M and C, is between -2 and 2. 
According to Table 5, and using the same procedure as in 
creating Table 1 and 2, the mapping between the 6-bit input, 
A and B, to the 6-bit output, M and C, results in six 6-
varible Boolean expressions which represent a single-digit 
multiplication operation. The diagram of a single-digit QSD 
multiplier is shown in Figure 4. 

 
 

Figure 4: A Single- digit QSD Multiplier 
 

The implementation of an n-digit partial product generator 
uses n units of the single-digit QSD multiplier. Gathering all 
the outputs to produce a partial product result presents a 
small challenge. The QSD representation of a single digit 
multiplication output, shown in Table 4, contains a carry-out 
of magnitude 2 when the output is either -9 or 9. This 
prohibits the use of the second step QSD adder alone as a 
gatherer [4, 5]. In fact, we can use the complete QSD adder 
from the previous section as the gatherer. Furthermore, the 
intermediate carry and sum circuit can be optimized by not 
considering the input of magnitude 3. The QSD partial 
product generator implementation is shown in Figure 5. 
 

Table 4:  The QSD representation of a single-digit 
multiplication output 

 

SUM QSD represented Number QSD coded number 

-9 2 1 3 3 2 1 

-6 1 2 , 2 2 1 2  

-4 10 10 

-3 0 3 ,11 11 

-2 0 2 ,12 0 2  

-1 01,13 01 
0 00 00 

1 1 3 ,01 01 

2 1 2 ,02 02 

3 11,03 11 
4 10 10 

6 2 2 ,12 12 

9 21,3 3  21 

 
An nxn-digit QSD multiplication requires n partial product 
terms. In an iterative implementation, a 2ndigit QSD adder 
is used to perform add-shift operations between the partial 
product generator and the accumulator. After n iterations, 
the multiplication is complete. In contrast, a parallel 
implementation requires n partial product circuits and n-1 
QSD adder units. 

 

 
 

Figure 5: The n-digit QSD partial product generator 
 
A binary reduction sum is applied to reduce the propagation 
delay to 0 (log n). The schematic of a 4x4 parallel QSD 
multiplication is shown in Figure 6. 

 

  
Figure 6: The 4x4 parallel QSD multiplication circuit 

 
5. Logic Unit Design 
 
The quaternary logic unit includes the inverter, MAX 
function implementation and MIN function implementation 
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