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Abstract: Violence against women remains one of the most pressing human rights issues worldwide. In India, rape is a serious crime 

that has profound physical, psychological, social, and economic consequences for survivors. Despite legal reforms, stricter punishments, 

and increased public awareness, incidents of sexual violence continue to occur. [National Crime Records Bureau. (2023). Crime in 

India 2023. Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. https://www.ncrb.gov.in] Recent rape cases have sparked nationwide 

debates regarding women's safety, the effectiveness of law enforcement, judicial delays, and the need for social transformation. [United 

Nations. (2015). Transforming our world: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. United Nations. 

https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda] This study examines the causes, impact, legal framework, and preventive measures related to rape in 

India. [UN Women. (2024). Facts and figures: Ending violence against women. https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-

violence-against-women/facts-and-figures] It argues that while stronger laws are necessary, long-term solutions require changes in 

societal attitudes, gender equality, education, and institutional accountability. [World Health Organization. (2021). Violence against 

women prevalence estimates, 2018. World Health Organization. https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022256] 
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1. Introduction 
 

Violence against women is a violation of fundamental 

human rights and a significant obstacle to achieving gender 

equality. Among the various forms of gender-based 

violence, rape is one of the most traumatic crimes, affecting 

survivors physically, emotionally, and socially.1 India has 

witnessed several high-profile rape cases in recent years that 

have generated widespread public outrage and demands for 

justice. These incidents have highlighted gaps in policing, 

judicial procedures, victim protection, and societal attitudes 

toward women.2 Although legal reforms have strengthened 

punishments for sexual offences, challenges such as delayed 

investigations, underreporting, victim blaming, and 

inadequate support systems continue to hinder justice. 3This 

study explores the nature of recent rape cases in India, 

examines their underlying causes, analyzes their impact on 

society, and proposes practical solutions to reduce sexual 

violence.4 

 

2. Review of Literature 
 

A review of existing literature indicates that violence against 

women, particularly rape, is a multidimensional issue 

influenced by social, cultural, legal, and psychological 

factors. Previous studies have consistently emphasized that 

patriarchal attitudes, gender inequality, weak law 

 
1 Government of India. (2023). The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 

2023. Ministry of Law and Justice. 
2  National Crime Records Bureau. (2023). Crime in India 2023. 

Ministry of Home Affairs.  United Nations. (2015). Transforming 

our world: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. United 

Nations. 
3 UN Women. (2024). Facts and figures: Ending violence against 

women. 
4 World Health Organization. (2021). Violence against women 

prevalence estimates, 2018. World Health Organization. 

enforcement, and social stigma are major contributors to 

sexual violence in India.5 

 

Saravanan (2002), in Violence Against Women in India: A 

Literature Review, explained that violence against women is 

deeply rooted in patriarchal social structures where unequal 

gender relations normalize discrimination and abuse. The 

study identified rape, domestic violence, sexual harassment, 

and trafficking as interconnected forms of gender-based 

violence and emphasized the need for legal reforms along 

with social change.6 

 

Kewaliya (2022) reviewed sexual violence against women 

in India and argued that despite constitutional protections 

and stringent criminal laws, sexual offences continue due to 

persistent patriarchal beliefs, gender discrimination, and 

ineffective implementation of legal provisions. The study 

highlighted that legal reforms alone are insufficient without 

changes in public attitudes and institutional accountability.7 

 

Agarwal, Abdalla, and Cohen (2022) conducted a 

systematic review on marital rape and its mental health 

consequences. Their findings revealed that survivors 

commonly experience depression, anxiety, post-traumatic 

stress disorder (PTSD), emotional distress, and long-term 

psychological trauma. The authors stressed the importance 

 
5 Kalokhe, A. S., Del Rio, C., Dunkle, K., Stephenson, R., 

Metheny, N., Paranjape, A., & Sahay, S. (2017). Domestic violence 

against women in India: A systematic review of a decade of 

quantitative studies. Global Public Health, 12(4), 498–513. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2015.1119293 
6 Saravanan, S. (2002). Violence against women in India: A 

literature review. Institute of Social Studies Trust. 
7 Kewaliya, S. (2022). Sexual violence against women in India: 

Issues and challenges. International Journal of Research in Social 

Sciences, 12(6), 1–10. 
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of accessible mental health services and stronger legal 

protection for survivors.8 

 

Yadav (2023) examined crimes against women in India 

using National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data and 

observed that offences against women have continued to 

increase despite legislative reforms. The study 

recommended improving police accountability, 

strengthening judicial efficiency, increasing public 

awareness, and promoting gender-sensitive education to 

reduce violence against women.9 

 

Kalokhe et al. (2017) systematically reviewed quantitative 

studies on violence against women in India and concluded 

that gender-based violence remains widespread across 

different social and economic groups. The authors identified 

significant research gaps, including limited evidence on 

older women, marginalized communities, and the long-term 

health consequences of violence.10 They recommended 

standardized research methods and culturally appropriate 

prevention strategies.11 Recent studies and reports further 

indicate that although India has strengthened laws against 

sexual offences after major public protests, challenges such 

as delayed investigations, low conviction rates, 

underreporting, and inadequate survivor support continue to 

limit the effectiveness of the criminal justice system. 

Researchers consistently argue that reducing rape requires 

not only stricter legal enforcement but also comprehensive 

educational reforms, gender sensitization, institutional 

accountability, and community participation.12 

 

3. Research Gap 
 

The existing literature provides extensive information on the 

causes, legal aspects, and psychological consequences of 

sexual violence against women. However, limited research 

focuses specifically on analyzing recent rape cases in India 

from an integrated social, legal, and policy perspective. 

Moreover, there is insufficient emphasis on evaluating the 

effectiveness of recent legal reforms, survivor support 

mechanisms, and preventive strategies. Therefore, the 

present study seeks to bridge this gap by examining recent 

rape cases in India while exploring their causes, societal 

impact, legal responses, and practical recommendations for 

improving women's safety. 

 
8 Agarwal, B., Abdalla, S. M., & Cohen, G. H. (2022). Marital rape 

and mental health outcomes: A systematic review. PLOS Global 

Public Health, 2(8), e0000601. 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgph.0000601 
9 Agarwal, B., Abdalla, S. M., & Cohen, G. H. (2022). Marital rape 

and mental health outcomes: A systematic review. PLOS Global 

Public Health, 2(8), e0000601. 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgph.0000601 
10 Kalokhe, A. S., Del Rio, C., Dunkle, K., Stephenson, R., 

Metheny, N., Paranjape, A., & Sahay, S. (2017). Domestic violence 

against women in India: A systematic review of a decade of 

quantitative studies. Global Public Health, 12(4), 498–513. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2015.1119293 
11 National Crime Records Bureau. (2023). Crime in India 2023. 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

https://www.ncrb.gov.in 
12 UN Women. (2024). Facts and figures: Ending violence against 

women. United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women. https://www.unwomen.org 

4. Objectives of the Study 
 

The objectives of this research are: 

• To examine the recent trend of rape cases in India. 

• To identify the social, economic, and psychological 

causes behind sexual violence. 

• To analyze the impact of rape on survivors and society. 

• To evaluate the effectiveness of existing legal provisions. 

• To recommend strategies for preventing violence against 

women. 

 

5. Research Methodology 
 

This study is based on secondary data collected from 

government reports, academic journals, legal documents, 

newspaper articles, and publications by national and 

international organizations. The study adopts a descriptive 

and analytical approach to understand recent developments 

related to rape cases in India. 

 

a) Rape as Gender-Based Violence 

Rape is not merely a criminal act; it is an abuse of power 

and a violation of bodily autonomy and dignity. It reflects 

unequal gender relations and discriminatory attitudes toward 

women. Sexual violence affects women of all ages, 

backgrounds, religions, and economic classes.13 Research 

indicates that many offenders are known to the victim, 

including relatives, neighbors, acquaintances, or intimate 

partners, rather than strangers.14 The fear of social stigma, 

family pressure, and lengthy legal procedures often 

discourages survivors from reporting the crime, leading to 

significant underreporting.15 

 

b) Recent Trends in Rape Cases in India 

Recent rape cases across different states have raised serious 

concerns regarding women's safety in both urban and rural 

areas. These crimes have involved women and girls from 

diverse backgrounds, including minors, students, working 

professionals, and marginalized communities. Such cases 

demonstrate that sexual violence affects individuals across 

different social and economic groups.16 

 

Several important trends have emerged in recent years: 

• Increased public reporting due to greater awareness: 

Growing awareness about women's rights, legal 

remedies, and support services has encouraged more 

survivors and families to report cases of sexual violence 
17. 

• Greater use of digital evidence: Law enforcement 

agencies increasingly rely on technological evidence 

 
13 National Crime Records Bureau. (2023). Crime in India 2023. 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

https://www.ncrb.gov.in 
14 UN Women. (2024). Facts and figures: Ending violence against 

women. United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women. https://www.unwomen.org 
15 United Nations. (1993). Declaration on the elimination of 

violence against women. United Nations General Assembly. 
16 National Crime Records Bureau. (2023). Crime in India 2023. 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

https://www.ncrb.gov.in 
17 Government of India. (2023). The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 

2023. Ministry of Law and Justice. 
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such as CCTV footage, mobile phone records, digital 

communication records, and forensic evidence during 

investigations18. 

• Growing public demand for faster investigations and 

speedy trials: Delays in investigation and judicial 

proceedings have resulted in increased public demand for 

effective implementation of fast-track courts and timely 

justice mechanisms.19 

• Increased media attention and discussions on gender 

justice: Media coverage of high-profile cases has 

contributed to public discussions regarding women's 

safety, legal reforms, and accountability of institutions.20 

• Continued concerns regarding delays in the criminal 

justice process: Despite legal reforms, challenges such 

as investigation delays, court backlogs, and inadequate 

survivor support continue to affect the delivery of 

justice21. 

 

Although reporting of sexual offences has improved, experts 

and organizations acknowledge that many incidents remain 

unreported due to fear of stigma, shame, family pressure, 

victim blaming, and lack of confidence in legal institutions. 

Underreporting continues to be a major challenge in 

accurately measuring the prevalence of sexual violence.22 

 

6. Causes of Rape in India 

 
1) Patriarchal Social Structure: Traditional patriarchal 

attitudes often promote male dominance while 

restricting women's freedom, autonomy, and decision-

making power. Such social structures reinforce gender 

inequality and may normalize discriminatory attitudes 

and violence against women. Studies have highlighted 

that unequal gender relations and patriarchal norms are 

significant factors contributing to sexual violence in 

India.23  

2) Gender Inequality: Gender inequality remains a major 

contributing factor to violence against women. Unequal 

access to education, employment opportunities, 

economic resources, and participation in decision-

making processes increases women's vulnerability to 

exploitation and abuse. Empowerment of women 

through education and economic independence is 

considered essential for preventing gender-based 

violence (World Health Organization.24 

3) Weak Implementation of Laws: India has introduced 

strict legal provisions against rape and sexual offences; 

however, challenges such as delays in police 

investigations, inadequate forensic facilities, judicial 

 
18 Ibid 
19 UN Women. (2024). Facts and figures: Ending violence against 

women. United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women. https://www.unwomen.org 
20 Ibid 
21 Ibid 
22 World Health Organization. (2021). Violence against women 

prevalence estimates, 2018. World Health Organization. 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022256 
23 Government of India. (2023). The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 

2023. Ministry of Law and Justice. 
24 National Crime Records Bureau. (2023). Crime in India 2023. 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

https://www.ncrb.gov.in 

backlogs, and procedural delays often reduce the 

effectiveness of these laws. Effective implementation 

and institutional accountability are necessary to ensure 

justice for survivors.25 

4) Victim Blaming and Social Stigma: In many 

communities, survivors of sexual violence face social 

criticism, discrimination, and pressure instead of 

receiving support. Victim blaming creates additional 

psychological trauma and discourages survivors from 

reporting crimes. Fear of shame, family pressure, and 

social exclusion remains a major barrier to accessing 

justice.26  

5) Alcohol, Drugs, and Criminal Behaviour: Substance 

abuse, aggressive behaviour, and certain patterns of 

criminality may contribute to violent offences in some 

cases. Although alcohol or drug use alone does not 

cause sexual violence, research indicates that substance 

abuse can increase the risk of aggressive and harmful 

behaviour among individuals with violent tendencies27. 

 

7. Impact of Rape on Survivors 
 

The consequences of rape extend far beyond immediate 

physical injuries. Sexual violence can have long-term effects 

on survivors' physical health, psychological well-being, 

social relationships, and economic stability. The impact 

varies depending on individual circumstances, access to 

support services, and the response of family, society, and 

legal institution28. 

 

1) Physical Impact 

Rape can result in serious physical and reproductive health 

consequences. Survivors may experience bodily injuries, 

sexually transmitted infections (STIs), unwanted 

pregnancies, and long-term health complications. Lack of 

timely medical care may further increase health risks and 

affect overall quality of life.29 

Major physical consequences include: 

• Serious bodily injuries. 

• Sexually transmitted infections. 

• Unwanted pregnancy. 

• Long-term reproductive and health complications. 

 

2) Psychological Impact 
Sexual violence often causes severe psychological trauma 

that may continue for years after the incident. Survivors 

commonly experience mental health challenges such as 

depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 

sleep disturbances, and feelings of fear, guilt, shame, and 

social isolation 30. 

 
25 Saravanan, S. (2002). Violence against women in India: A 

literature review. Institute of Social Studies Trust. 
26 UN Women. (2024). Facts and figures: Ending violence against 

women. United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women. https://www.unwomen.org 
27 World Health Organization. (2021). Violence against women 

prevalence estimates, 2018. World Health Organization. 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022256 
28 Ibid 
29 Ibid 
30 UN Women. (2024). Facts and figures: Ending violence against 

women. United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women. https://www.unwomen.org 
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Major psychological consequences include: 

• Depression. 

• Anxiety disorders. 

• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

• Sleep disturbances. 

• Feelings of fear, guilt, and isolation. 

3) Social Impact 
Rape can negatively affect survivors' relationships, 

education, employment, and participation in society. Social 

stigma, victim blaming, and discrimination may force 

survivors to withdraw from family and community life. In 

some cases, survivors face difficulties continuing their 

education or maintaining employment due to emotional 

distress and social pressure.31 

Major social consequences include: 

• Family conflict. 

• Social stigma and discrimination. 

• Educational disruption. 

• Employment difficulties. 

• Reduced participation in community activities. 

 

4) Economic Impact 
The economic consequences of rape can create significant 

financial challenges for survivors and their families. 

Expenses related to medical treatment, legal procedures, 

counselling, rehabilitation, and loss of employment or 

productivity may create long-term economic burdens32. 

 

Therefore, effective survivor support systems, including 

healthcare services, psychological counselling, legal 

assistance, and rehabilitation programs, are essential for 

helping survivors recover and rebuild their lives.33 

 

5) Legal Framework in India 
India has strengthened its legal framework following 

nationwide protests against sexual violence. With the 

enactment of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, 

the provisions relating to rape and sexual offences are now 

primarily governed by the BNS, which replaced the 

corresponding provisions of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

from 1 July 2024. The new legal framework aims to 

modernize criminal laws and strengthen the response to 

sexual offences.34 

 

6) Major Legal Provisions Include: 
 

a) Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 

• Section 63 – Defines the offence of rape. 

• Section 64 – Provides punishment for rape. 

• Section 65 – Provides enhanced punishment for rape of 

women below specified age categories. 

• Section 66 – Deals with punishment where rape results 

in death or causes the victim to remain in a persistent 

vegetative state. 

 
31 Ibid 
32 World Health Organization. (2021). Violence against women 

prevalence estimates, 2018. World Health Organization. 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022256 
33 Ibid 
34 Department of Justice, Government of India. (2024). Fast Track 

Special Courts (FTSCs) scheme. Ministry of Law and Justice. 

https://doj.gov.in 

• Section 67 – Addresses sexual intercourse by a husband 

with his wife during separation without her consent. 

• Section 68 – Deals with sexual intercourse by a person in 

authority. 

• Section 69 – Provides punishment for sexual intercourse 

obtained through deceitful means or false promises of 

marriage, employment, or identity where the act does not 

amount to rape under Section 63.35 

 

b) Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 introduced 

significant changes to sexual offence laws by expanding the 

definition of sexual offences, increasing punishments, and 

strengthening provisions related to victim protection and 

investigation procedures.36 

 

c) Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act, 2012 

The POCSO Act provides special legal protection to 

children against sexual abuse and exploitation. It establishes 

child-friendly procedures for reporting, investigation, and 

trial of sexual offences involving minors.37 

 

d) Fast-Track Courts 

Fast-Track Special Courts have been established to ensure 

speedy trials of rape and other sexual offence cases. These 

courts aim to reduce judicial delays and provide timely 

justice to survivors38 

 

e) Victim Compensation Schemes 

Under Section 396 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 

Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, victim compensation provisions 

provide financial assistance and rehabilitation support to 

victims of crime, including survivors of sexual offences.39 

f) One Stop Centres (Sakhi Centres) 

One Stop Centres provide integrated support services to 

survivors of violence, including medical assistance, legal 

aid, police support, counselling, and psychological 

assistance to help survivors recover and access justice 

(Ministry of Women and Child Development, 40Despite 

these legal reforms and stronger statutory provisions, 

effective implementation remains a major challenge due to 

delays in investigation, judicial backlog, inadequate forensic 

infrastructure, lack of awareness, and the need for stronger 

survivor-centred support systems and institutional 

accountability (National Crime Records Bureau.41 

 

Challenges in the Criminal Justice System 

Several obstacles continue to affect justice delivery: 

 
35Government of India. (2023). The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 

2023. Ministry of Law and Justice. 
36Government of India. (2013). The Criminal Law (Amendment) 

Act, 2013. Ministry of Law and Justice. 
37Government of India. (2012). The Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences Act, 2012. Ministry of Law and Justice. 
38Ministry of Women and Child Development. (2024). One Stop 

Centre Scheme (Sakhi). Government of India. https://wcd.nic.in 
39Government of India. (2023). The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 

Sanhita, 2023. Ministry of Law and Justice. 
40 Ministry of Women and Child Development. (2024). One Stop 

Centre Scheme (Sakhi). Government of India. https://wcd.nic.in 
41 National Crime Records Bureau. (2023). Crime in India 2023. 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

https://www.ncrb.gov.in 
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• Delays in police investigation. 

• Backlog of court cases. 

• Limited forensic infrastructure. 

• Inadequate witness protection. 

• Fear of retaliation by offenders. 

• Social pressure on survivors to withdraw complaints. 

• Insufficient psychological counseling and rehabilitation 

services. 

 

Addressing these challenges requires institutional reforms 

alongside legal changes. 

 

Preventive Measures 

Reducing sexual violence requires coordinated efforts by 

government institutions, educational organizations, civil 

society, law enforcement agencies, and citizens. Prevention 

strategies must address the social, cultural, legal, and 

institutional factors that contribute to violence against 

women42 

1) Education and Gender Sensitization: Gender 

sensitization should begin at the school level by 

educating young people about consent, equality, respect, 

gender rights, and healthy relationships. Educational 

programs that challenge harmful gender stereotypes can 

play an important role in preventing sexual violence and 

promoting respectful behaviour among future 

generations.43 

2) Police Reforms: Police personnel should receive 

specialized training in handling sexual violence cases 

with sensitivity, professionalism, and survivor-centred 

approaches. Improving police accountability, 

investigation procedures, and response mechanisms can 

increase survivors' confidence in reporting crimes and 

accessing justice (National Crime Records Bureau 

[NCRB], 2023). 

3) Judicial Reforms: Strengthening the judicial system 

through increasing the number of judges, improving 

forensic facilities, reducing case backlogs, and ensuring 

speedy trials can enhance access to justice for survivors 

of sexual violence. Effective implementation of laws is 

essential to ensure timely punishment for offenders.44 

4) Community Awareness: Public awareness campaigns 

should challenge harmful social attitudes, victim 

blaming, and gender stereotypes. Communities must be 

encouraged to support survivors, report crimes without 

fear or stigma, and actively participate in creating safer 

environments for women.45 

5) Women's Empowerment: Improving women's access 

to education, employment opportunities, financial 

independence, self-defence training, and leadership 

roles can strengthen their social and economic position. 

 
42 Government of India. (2023). The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 

2023. Ministry of Law and Justice. 
43 National Crime Records Bureau. (2023). Crime in India 2023. 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

https://www.ncrb.gov.in 
44 UN Women. (2024). Facts and figures: Ending violence against 

women. United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women. https://www.unwomen.org 
45 World Bank. (2023). Women, business and the law 2023. World 

Bank Group. https://wbl.worldbank.org 

Empowered women are better able to make decisions, 

seek support, and protect their rights.46 

6) Technology and Safety Measures: The use of 

emergency helplines, mobile safety applications, CCTV 

surveillance in public areas, improved street lighting, 

and digital safety measures can contribute to creating 

safer public spaces. Technology-based solutions should 

be combined with effective law enforcement and 

community participation for better results.47 

 

8. Recommendations 
 

The following recommendations may help reduce violence 

against women and strengthen the criminal justice system: 

• Ensure strict and time-bound implementation of all laws 

relating to rape and sexual offences. 

• Award the maximum punishment prescribed under the 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, including life 

imprisonment or the death penalty in the rarest of rare 

and legally eligible cases, to create a strong deterrent 

against heinous offences. 

• Establish more Fast-Track Special Courts to ensure that 

rape cases are investigated and decided within a fixed 

time frame. 

• Strengthen forensic infrastructure by improving DNA 

testing facilities, digital evidence collection, and 

scientific investigation techniques. 

• Expand victim support services, including free legal aid, 

trauma counselling, rehabilitation, and financial 

assistance. 

• Introduce compulsory gender-sensitization and consent 

education in schools, colleges, and workplaces. 

• Increase police accountability through specialized 

training and strict action against negligence in handling 

sexual offence cases. 

• Strengthen cybercrime enforcement to combat online 

harassment, cyberstalking, blackmail, and the non-

consensual sharing of intimate images. 

• Encourage community participation by promoting 

awareness campaigns, women's safety initiatives, and 

bystander intervention programs. 

• Ensure responsible media reporting that protects the 

identity, dignity, and privacy of survivors while 

promoting public awareness about women's rights. 

 

9. Conclusion 
 

Violence against women, particularly rape, remains a serious 

challenge in India despite significant legal reforms. Recent 

cases demonstrate that legal punishment alone cannot 

eliminate sexual violence. Sustainable change requires 

addressing the underlying social, cultural, and institutional 

factors that contribute to gender-based violence. Building a 

safer society demands collective responsibility. 

Governments must strengthen law enforcement, educational 

institutions should promote gender equality, communities 

must reject victim blaming, and citizens must actively 

support respect, dignity, and equal rights for women. Only 

 
46 World Health Organization. (2021). Violence against women 

prevalence estimates, 2018. World Health Organization. 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022256 
47 Ibid 
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through comprehensive legal, social, educational, and 

institutional reforms can India move toward ensuring justice, 

security, and equality for every woman. 
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