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Abstract: This research paper presents a comparative analysis of Harper Lee’s to Kill a Mockingbird (1960) and Toni Morrison’s The 

Bluest Eye (1970), focusing on the intersection of childhood innocence and systemic racial oppression. While both novels utilize a juvenile 

protagonist to navigate the complexities of 1930s racial landscapes, they offer divergent perspectives on the impact of prejudice. This study 

examines how Lee’s narrative focuses on the external, societal injustices of the Jim Crow South through a lens of moral education and 

white allyship, whereas Morrison’s work explores the internalized psychological trauma and the "Master Narrative" of white beauty 

standards in the North. By analyzing the symbolic roles of the "mockingbird" and the "blue eyes," the paper argues that while Scout 

Finch experiences a maturation fostered by moral guidance, Pecola Breedlove suffers a total dissolution of the self-due to the absence of 

social and familial protection. Ultimately, this comparison highlights the difference between witnessing injustice as a social observer and 

experiencing it as a psychological victim. 
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1. Introduction 
 

In the landscape of the American Bildungsroman, the 

domestic sphere serves as the primary laboratory where a 

child’s identity is synthesized. While society provides the raw 

materials of race, class, and gender, it is the "home" that 

functions as either a filter or a conduit for these external 

pressures. Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird and Toni 

Morrison’s The Bluest Eye both centre on young female 

protagonists navigating the racialized toxicity of the early 

20th century. However, the outcomes of their journeys are 

diametrically opposed: one survives with her moral compass 

intact, while the other descends into psychological 

fragmentation. The traditional analysis of these texts often 

focuses on external social structures the courtroom in 

Maycomb and the beauty standards of Lorain. Yet, a deeper 

comparative study reveals that the true determinant of 

survival lies in the architectural and emotional integrity of the 

domestic space. This paper argues that the Finch home 

acts as a protective "Fortress" that facilitates 

psychological resilience through moral literacy, whereas 

the Breedlove home functions as a "Void," where the 

absence of familial shielding leads to the inevitable 

dissolution of the self. 

 

2. Literature Review 
 

Scholarship on To Kill a Mockingbird has historically 

emphasized the moral development of Scout Finch under the 

tutelage of Atticus Finch, framing the novel as a lesson in 

empathy (Johnson, 1994). While critics like Christopher 

Metress (2000) have debated the "White Savior" trope, there 

is a consensus that the domestic stability of the Finch 

household provides the necessary "moral infrastructure" for 

Scout's growth. Conversely, criticism of The Bluest Eye 

focuses on the "Master Narrative" of white supremacy. 

Barbara Christian (1980) highlights how Morrison 

deconstructs the idealized American nuclear family, showing 

that for the marginalized, the home often becomes a site of 

"internalized ugliness" rather than resistance. This research 

bridges these discourses by examining "domestic 

architecture" comparing how the presence or absence of a 

"safe" home space determines the success of the coming-of-

age process. 

 

3. Methodology 
 

This study employs a Comparative Literary Analysis 

utilizing a Psycho-Social Framework. The methodology 

involves: 

1) Textual Analysis: A close reading of the physical 

descriptions of the Finch and Breedlove households to 

establish the "Fortress vs. Void" metaphor. 

2) Character Parallelism: Comparing the parental roles of 

Atticus Finch and Cholly Breedlove as "Architects" of 

their children's reality. 

3) Symbolic Coding: Examining the "Mockingbird" and 

"Blue Eyes" as markers of external vs. internalized value 

systems. 

4) Environmental Determinism: Evaluating how the 

social geography of Maycomb, AL, and Lorain, OH, 

penetrates the domestic boundary. 

 

4. Results 
 

The analysis reveals three primary findings regarding the 

psychological trajectory of the protagonists: 

• The Porch vs. The Storefront: Scout Finch occupies the 

"porch," an elevated physical space that allows her to 

observe society from a position of safety. This boundary 

acts as a protective filter. Conversely, Pecola Breedlove 

inhabits a "storefront," a space of commercial failure and 
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transparency. Without a physical or psychological 

"porch," the world’s vitriol passes through her domestic 

walls unabated. 

• The Father as Architect: Atticus Finch uses the domestic 

space to build "mental fortifications" through daily 

reading and dialogue. He interprets the town's racism for 

Scout, allowing her to process it intellectually without 

damaging her self-worth. Cholly Breedlove, however, is a 

"demolisher." His presence is characterized by 

unpredictability and violence, leaving Pecola to seek 

validation from external symbols (the blue eyes) rather 

than internal domestic ones. 

• Internalized Ugliness vs. Externalized Injustice: 

Because the "Fortress" provides Scout a safe place to 

retreat, she views racism as a social defect "out there." In 

the "Void" of the Breedlove home, Pecola is forced to see 

racism as a personal defect "in here," leading to the 

dissolution of her language and identity. 

 

5. Conclusion 
 

The contrast between the Finch "Fortress" and the Breedlove 

"Void" suggests that the American Bildungsroman is deeply 

contingent upon domestic stability. Scout Finch’s survival is 

a result of the protective architectural and moral boundaries 

that allowed her to categorize and resist injustice. In stark 

contrast, Pecola Breedlove’s narrative serves as a harrowing 

critique of a society that offers no such fortress to its most 

vulnerable. Ultimately, the tragedy of systemic racism as 

depicted by Morrison lies not just in the loss of legal justice, 

but in the total erosion of the domestic sanctuary, without 

which the development of a healthy human identity remains 

impossible. 

 

References 
 

[1] Christian, B. (1980). Black Women Novelists: The 

Development of a Tradition. Greenwood Press. 

[2] Johnson, C. D. (1994). Understanding To Kill a 

Mockingbird: A Student Casebook. Greenwood Press. 

[3] Lee, H. (1960). To Kill a Mockingbird. J.B. Lippincott 

& Co. 

[4] Metress, C. (2000). The Critical Response to Harper 

Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird. Greenwood Press. 

[5] Morrison, T. (1970). The Bluest Eye. Holt, Rinehart 

and Winston. 

 

 

Paper ID: SR26109102037 DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.21275/SR26109102037 721 

http://www.ijsr.net/



