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Abstract: Language is a fundamental aspect of human communication and cognitive development. The process by which a child acquires 

their first language (L1) is a complex, fascinating, and essential area of study within linguistics and education. Understanding how children 

develop their linguistic abilities during early childhood provides crucial insights into both cognitive processes and the influence of 

environmental factors. This research focuses on investigating L1 acquisition in early childhood within the context of Jazan, specifically 

Al-Dayer Province-a region known for its rich linguistic and cultural heritage. By examining the natural language development of young 

children in this area, the study aims to highlight how cultural, social, and environmental factors contribute to language learning. Through 

observation, data collection, and analysis, this research seeks to provide a clearer understanding of how children acquire language in real-

life, multilingual contexts. The findings are expected to benefit educators, linguists, and policymakers in designing more effective language 

development programs tailored to local contexts. 
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1. Introduction 
 

Of all the effects, the influence of the mother tongue is the 

most discouraging and essential factor that manifests it's in 

the form of mispronunciation. When we learn English in 

childhood, we learn to speak English fluently without the 

influence of the mother tongue. When we learn English at a 

later stage, we are unlikely to reach a native English accent. 

 

The statement of the problem 

It has been observed that mother tongue has its own negative 

effects on the pronunciation of the English language for non-

English speakers. 

 

The objectives of the study 

To Find a Solution to Balance Between the Mother Tongue 

and English and Avoid the Negative Effects of Learning. So 

the study is to find answers to questions like: How does the 

mother tongue affect the English language pronunciation? 

Can I balance between the mother tongue and the English 

language pronunciation? 

 

The significance of the study 

Studies help in understanding how English can affect the 

correct pronunciation of the mother tongue. Continuous 

English-speaking practices may lead to changes in phonetics 

or letter outputs. This study is significant because it addresses 

a gap in regional linguistic research by focusing on a 

culturally unique area with limited prior investigation. The 

findings are expected to inform educators and policymakers 

on effective language acquisition strategies tailored to local 

linguistic realities. 

 

The limitations of the study 

The study of the effect of the mother tongue on pronunciation 

in English covers several aspects, and the study's limitations 

can be summarized in the following points: 

 

Phonological patterns: Each language has different phonetic 

(phonological characteristics. For example, the sounds of 

letters or the way they are pronounced may be different in the 

mother tongue compared to English, which affects 

pronunciation. 

 

Phonological structures: Some languages contain sounds that 

do not exist in English, which may make it difficult for 

speakers of those languages to. Produce these sounds 

correctly. Example: letters that overlap between "the "or 

consonants such as" v "and" w." 

 

Stress and intonation: In some languages, syllables are 

emphasized in a specific way (such as Arabic, which uses 

stress on open syllables,) while in English, stress is used 

differently on words or sentences, which affects 

pronunciation in general. 

 

Regional phonetic effects: The effect of the mother tongue can 

vary based on different regional dialects, as the effect varies 

based on the level of proficiency in English or exposure to 

it...Spelling or phonetic recognition: Some languages are 

written as they are pronounced (such as Spanish,) which 

contributes to English words being pronounced more like 

their native pronunciation. Educational techniques: The effect 

also depends on the way English is taught. If educational 

curricula focus on correct pronunciation from the beginning 

or do not pay enough attention to it, this affects the quality of 

learners ’pronunciation. 

 

Overall, the study focuses on understanding how differences 

between the mother tongue and English affect the ability to 

pronounce English correctly, as well as how these differences 

can be reduced through pronunciation training 

 

The definitions of the terms 

When conducting research on the influence of the mother 

tongue on English pronunciation, especially from a negative 

perspective, a range of technical terms and phrases can be 

used to help define and clarify aspects of the study. Here are 

some key terms that may be helpful: 
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Linguistic Interference:  

This refers to the influence of the mother tongue on the 

learning of a second language (English) in areas such as 

pronunciation, grammar, or vocabulary. When there is 

interference in pronunciation, sounds or sound patterns that 

follow the phonological rules of the mother tongue can occur.  

 

Phonological Influence:  

This refers to the influence of the mother tongue’s phonology 

on English pronunciation. This may include the production of 

sounds that do not exist in English or the difficulty in 

distinguishing between sounds that do exist in English. 

 

Distorted Pronunciation:  

This occurs when a learner mispronounces English words due 

to the influence of the mother tongue’s sounds or phonological 

rules. 

 

Spelling and Sound Correspondence: 

The difference between the phonetic spelling of the native 

language and that of English, which can cause confusion in 

the correct pronunciation of English words. 

 

Stress Patterns: 

Refers to how stress is placed on syllables within words or 

sentences. The native language may affect how stress is 

distributed in English words, leading to inaccurate 

pronunciation. 

 

Incorrect Articulation:  

Refers to the difficulty of pronouncing English sounds as 

required due to interference with the phonetic patterns of the 

native language.  

 

Phonetic Patterns:  

Refers to the characteristics of sounds in the native language 

that may not be present in English or are different, leading to 

a change in pronunciation when switching to English. 

 

Accent: Phonetic  

influences associated with culture or the native language, as a 

person may pronounce English with an accent similar to their 

native language, which can affect the correct understanding 

of pronunciation in English. 

 

Difficulty in Producing Specific Sounds: 

 Learners may have difficulty pronouncing certain sounds in 

English because these sounds do not exist in their native 

language. Example: the sound [θ] in “think” or the sound [ð] 

the Barriers: Refers to the difficulties that learners face as a 

result of differences between the two languages in terms of 

sound, pronunciation, and grammar. 

 

Sound Re-acquisition: 

The process of learning sounds and pronunciation correctly in 

English after they have been influenced by the sound patterns 

of the native language. 

 

Phonetic Learning: 

The process of a learner learning the correct sound patterns in 

a second language, and how the native language can be a 

barrier to this process. 12. Phonetic Transfer: A term that 

refers to the transfer of sound patterns from the native 

language to English, resulting in changes in pronunciation. 

 

By using these terms, the researcher can more accurately 

explain the negative effects that may affect English 

pronunciation due to phonological differences between the 

mother tongue and Engli 

 

Summary 

The mother tongue was raised on learning English that reflects 

a complex interaction between the two languages. The mother 

tongue represents the cultural and linguistic basis of the 

individual, and greatly affects the pattern of thinking and 

expression. 

 

When an individual learns a new language such as English, 

the influence of the mother tongue is reflected in the order of 

words and the understanding of grammar. It is worth 

mentioning that some linguistic patterns in the mother tongue 

may facilitate or hinder the process of learning English, 

making this relationship the subject of extensive study in the 

field of language teaching 

 

2. Literature Review 
 

A literature review provides a comprehensive summary and 

critical the analysis of existing research related to a particular 

topic.  Primary purpose of this chapter is to identify, analyze, 

and synthesize previous studies that have explored first 

language (L1) acquisition in early childhood. By reviewing 

existing literature, this study aims to establish a theoretical 

foundation and highlight gaps in research regarding L1 

acquisition among children in Al-Dayer, Jazan. The review 

will cover theoretical perspectives on language acquisition, 

current research in the field, and studies that have focused on 

similar contexts. 

 

(1) Universal Grammar (UG) – Noam Chomsky (UG) 

 

Theoretical Basis: 

This theory proposes that humans are born with an innate 

ability to acquire language. According to Chomsky, the brain 

has a built-in Language Acquisition Device (LAD) that 

enables children to learn any language naturally. 

 

Empirical Evidence: 

Children acquire language rapidly and in consistent patterns 

across different languages and environments. 

Errors made by children reflect underlying grammatical 

structures rather than simple imitation. 

 

(2) Behaviorist Theory – B.F. Skinner 

 

Theoretical Basis: 

• This theory suggests that language is learned through 

imitation, reinforcement, and repetition. 

• Children acquire language by observing adults, imitating 

their speech, and receiving positive reinforcement. 

 

Empirical Evidence: 

• Children who receive positive reinforcement for correct 

language use tend to repeat those patterns. 

• Lack of linguistic interaction can result in delayed 

language acquisition. 
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Relevance to Your Study: 

• This theory can help analyze the role of family and 

community in reinforcing language 

 

(3) Sociocultural Theory – Lev Vygotsky 

 

Theoretical Basis: 

• Language acquisition is strongly influenced by social 

interaction. 

• Vygotsky introduced the concept of the Zone of Proximal 

Development (ZPD), where children learn best when 

assisted by more knowledgeable individuals. 

 

Empirical Evidence: 

• Children exposed to rich social interactions develop 

stronger linguistic skills than those in isolated 

environments. 

 

Relevance to Your Study: 

• This theory is relevant for analyzing how social 

interactions, cultural practices, and dialects in Al-Dayer 

influence first language acquisition. 

 

(4) The Natural Approach – Stephen Krashen 

 

Theoretical Basis: 

• Distinguishes between acquisition (subconscious 

process) and learning (conscious effort). 

• Language acquisition occurs naturally when children 

receive comprehensible input slightly beyond their 

current level. 

 

Empirical Evidence: 

• Children exposed to rich linguistic input acquire 

language faster than those with limited exposure. 

 

Relevance to Your Study: 

• This theory can help evaluate how children’s exposure to 

Arabic dialects and Modern Standard Arabic in Al-Dayer 

affects their language development. 

 

(5) Factors Influencing First Language Acquisition 

 

Biological Factors 

• Critical Period Hypothesis (CPH): Research suggests that 

early childhood (before age 5-7) is the optimal period for 

language acquisition. 

• Genetic Influence: Some children may have an innate 

ability to acquire language faster than others. 

 

Environmental Factors 

• Parental Role: Interaction with parents and caregivers 

plays a crucial role in language acquisition. 

• Education and Media: Schools, TV programs, and books 

contribute to language development. 

• Social Interaction: Children raised in interactive social 

environments tend to develop language skills more 

effectively. 

 

Influence of Local Dialect and Culture 

• In Al-Dayer, the presence of different Arabic dialects may 

impact how children acquire Standard Arabic. 

• Exposure to multiple language varieties can shape 

phonological, lexical. 

 

Current research in the broad area 

Numerous studies have examined first language acquisition 

• Focusing on various linguistic, cognitive, and 

environmental factors that influence the process. 

Research indicates that early childhood is a critical 

period for language development, with substantial 

progress occurring between birth and the age of five 

(Lenneberg, 1967). 

• Studies have also explored the impact of bilingual and 

multilingual environments on language acquisition. For 

instance, research by De Houser (2009) found that 

• children exposed to multiple languages from birth tend 

to develop strong linguistic skills in both languages, 

provided they receive adequate input. This is particularly 

relevant in Al-Dayer, where Arabic dialects may interact 

with Modern Standard 

• Arabic (MSA) in educational settings. 

• Additionally, recent neurocognitive studies have used 

fMRI and EEG to examine how the brain processes 

language in early childhood. Findings suggest that the 

brain exhibits remarkable plasticity, adapting to the 

linguistic environment of the child. 

• Such insights can help understand how children in Al-

Dayer acquire and process their native language within 

their specific cultural and linguistic setting. 

 

Similar research in the area 

• While extensive research has been conducted on L1 

acquisition globally, fewer studies have focused on 

specific regional dialects and linguistic variations in 

Saudi Arabia. Studies conducted in Riyadh and Jeddah 

(e.g., Alrabai, 2016) have explored Arabic language 

acquisition among children, emphasizing the role of 

parental interaction and educational exposure. 

• However, research specific to Al-Dayer and the Jazan 

region remains limited. The linguistic environment in 

this area is unique due to its distinct Arabic dialects and 

cultural influences. Studies on similar rural communities 

have shown that 

• socioeconomic factors, parental education, and local 

dialects play a significant role in shaping children’s 

linguistic development (Ouhalla, 2013). 

• This research aims to contribute to the existing body of 

knowledge by investigating how children in Al-Dayer 

acquire their first language, considering both linguistic 

and sociocultural factors. By comparing findings with 

previous studies, this research will provide deeper 

insights into how environmental factors influence early 

language development in the region. 

 

Summar 

The review also highlighted existing studies on Arabic 

language acquisition in Saudi Arabia, noting the gap in 

research specific to Al-Dayer. Given the region’s linguistic 

and cultural context, this study seeks to explore how early 

childhood experiences shape L1 development among children 

in this area. The next chapter will discuss the methodology 

used to investigate this topic, including data collection 

methods and analysis techniques. 
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3. Methodology 
 

Research Design 

This study follows a descriptive quantitative research 

design, as it seeks to analyze patterns and factors influencing 

first language acquisition among young children. The use of 

questionnaires allows for systematic data collection from 

parents and educators regarding children’s linguistic 

development. The study focuses on identifying the role of 

social interactions, cognitive abilities, and environmental 

factors in shaping early language acquisition. 

 

Subjects/Informants/Respondents 

The participants in this study include parents and educators 

of children in early childhood within Jazan, Aldayer 

Province. A random sampling technique was employed to 

select respondents who are directly involved in children’s 

language development ، The study aims to gather responses 

from at least 30 participants to ensure a representative sample. 

 

Instrumentation 

The primary instrument for data collection in this study is a 

structured questionnaire, designed to assess various factors 

influencing L1 acquisition in children. The questionnaire 

consists of closed-ended questions, using a Likert scale 

(Agree/Disagree) to measure participants’ perspectives. The 

questionnaire was designed to cover the following aspects: 

 

The role of cognitive abilities in linguistic development. 

 

The influence of the home and education environment on 

children’s language skills 

 

Data Collection 

Data collection was conducted through online and printed 

questionnaires, distributed to parents and educators in Jazan, 

Aldayer Province. Participants were given sufficient time to 

complete the questionnaire. Ethical considerations, including 

confidentiality and voluntary participation, were strictly 

followed to ensure data integrity. 

 

Data Analysis 

The data collected through observation, parental interviews, 

and language assessments were analyzed to understand the 

developmental stages of L1 acquisition among children aged 

2–6 years in Aldayer. The analysis allowed the researcher to 

test the study’s hypotheses regarding the influence of 

environment, age, and interaction on language development. 

 

These analytical techniques enabled a clear interpretation of 

how children in the region acquire their first language in a 

naturalistic setting. from interviews and observations were 

thematically analyzed to identify patterns related to 

phonological, syntactic, and semantic development. These 

analytical techniques enabled a clear interpretation of how 

children in the region acquire their first language in a 

naturalistic setting. 

 

4. Discussion 
 

The findings indicate that children in Aldayer follow a typical 

pattern of L1 acquisition, consistent with universal stages 

observed in linguistic theory. However, some local linguistic 

features, such as regional dialectal input, influence the pace 

and structure of acquisition. 

 

For example, children exposed to a rich verbal environment 

with high parental interaction showed faster development in 

vocabulary and sentence formation. The results also reveal 

that community-based social interaction significantly 

supports phonological development. These findings support 

the hypothesis that environmental and social factors play a 

crucial role in L1 acquisition. 

 

Furthermore, the data highlights the impact of local cultural 

practices on language use, including storytelling traditions 

and code-switching behaviors among family members. This 

provides a unique perspective on how cultural context shapes 

early language development. 

 

5. Summary 
 

In my view, the acquisition of a first language (L1) during 

early childhood is not only a cognitive process but also deeply 

shaped by sociocultural surroundings. This study explores L1 

development among children in Al-Dayer, Jazan—a region 

marked by linguistic diversity and oral traditions. Through 

observations and structured questionnaires administered to 

parents and educators, the research identifies how factors like 

parental interaction, exposure to dialects, and educational 

practices influence early linguistic growth. It is evident that 

environmental and cultural variables significantly affect how 

children progress through universal language acquisition 

stages. These findings contribute meaningfully to the 

development of locally relevant educational policies and 

teaching strategies aimed at enhancing language learning in 

early childhood 

 

In summary, this chapter analyzed the linguistic data 

collected from early childhood learners in Aldayer. Various 

tools such as thematic and statistical analysis were employed 

to interpret the results. The analysis revealed that 

environmental, social, and cultural factors significantly 

influence the process of L1 acquisition in the region. These 

results serve as a foundation for drawing conclusions and 

forming recommendations. 

 

6. Findings 
 

The study revealed that children in Aldayer acquire their first 

language in a sequence similar to the universal stages of L1 

development, beginning with single words, progressing to 

two-word phrases, and eventually forming complex 

sentences. However, the local dialect and sociocultural 

interactions strongly influenced the content and speed of 

acquisition in Key findings include: 

• Environmental influence: Children exposed to active 

verbal interaction at home showed faster vocabulary 

acquisition. 

• Cultural context: Traditional storytelling and oral 

practices helped reinforce vocabulary and sentence 

patterns. 

• Age factor: Noticeable development occurred between 

ages 2 to 4, where rapid grammatical and syntactic 

structures began to form. 
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Data was collected through observations, interviews, and 

simple language tasks. The researcher ensured consistency by 

using the same methods across all participants, focusing on 

both the quantity and quality of language exposure influenced 

the content and speed of acquisition. 

 

7. Recommendations 
 

Based on the results, several recommendations can be made: 

• For parents: Engage in more frequent and rich 

conversations with children at early ages to support 

vocabulary and grammar development. 

• For educators: Integrate local cultural content into early 

childhood language curricula to strengthen both identity 

and linguistic competence. 

• For policymakers: Support initiatives that promote early 

childhood education programs focused on language 

development in rural areas like Aldayer. 

 

The findings emphasize the importance of early interaction 

and social context in language development. These results can 

inform educators, parents, and policymakers aiming to 

support natural language growth in young children. The 

chapter also highlights areas for future exploration to deepen 

understanding of L1 acquisition in rural and culturally rich 

regions. 

 

8. Recommendations for Further Study 
 

While this study offers valuable insights, further research is 

needed to expand its scope. Future studies could: 

• Include a larger and more diverse sample from other 

regions in Jazan to compare results. 

• Examine the role of bilingualism or exposure to L2 (e.g., 

Modern Standard Arabic or English) in early childhood in 

the same region. 

• Conduct longitudinal studies to track language 

development over time. 

 

9. Summary 
 

In conclusion, the study confirmed that L1 acquisition in 

Aldayer follows universal linguistic patterns while being 

shaped by local environmental and cultural factors. 
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Appendix: Questionnaire: 

1) Social interactions significantly impact the speed at which children acquire their first language? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 

2) The quality of linguistic input affect the success of first language acquisition in early childhood? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 

3) Cognitive abilities more important than social factors in the process of first language acquisition? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 

4) The complexity of a child’s environment contribute to faster language development? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 

5) The role of play is important in language acquisition for young children? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 

6) Rich language environment foster better communication skills in children? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 

7) Early exposure to multiple languages hinder or enhance first language acquisition? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 

8) Parental involvement influence the development of a child’s linguistic abilities? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 

9) It is essential for educators to create interactive learning environments to support language acquisition? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 

10) Verbal interactions with peers more impactful on language development than those with adults? 

  Agree             Neutral                     Disagree 
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