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Abstract: This short communication is about a 62-year-old male who was planned for cataract surgery and had undergone a meticulous 

pre-operative clinical examination which revealed a clinical finding of corneal guttae, thus showcasing the importance of meticulous 

clinical work up using slit lamp bio-microscopy. Our eyes see what our mind knows, this short photoassay gives an important lesson to the 

beginners to learn slit lamp biomicroscopy techniques in a detailed fashion, thereby proving useful in deciding the surgical plan in the 

best interest of a patient’s eye health. 
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Photoassay 
 

A 62-year-old patient planned for cataract surgery underwent 

detailed slit-lamp evaluation. On specular reflection adjacent 

to Purkinje Image I at 40× magnification, discrete central 

corneal guttae were observed. Subsequent specular 

microscopy(1) demonstrated endothelial cell count of 531 

cells/mm², confirming significant endothelial compromise. 

Thus in this patient, cataract surgery was planned with low 

phaco energy and augmented use of dispersive OVDs to 

protect the endothelium.(2) Differential diagnoses for 

unilateral guttae include early Fuchs endothelial dystrophy, 

post-inflammatory endothelial changes, prior trauma, 

degenerative endotheliopathy. 

 

Conclusion 
 

This clinical image reinforces that a careful and meticulous 

slit-lamp evaluation remains a critical component of pre-

operative cataract assessment, capable of revealing subtle yet 

surgically relevant findings. 

 

 

Figure 1: Slit-lamp photograph using specular reflection adjacent to Purkinje Image I at 40× magnification showing distinct 

central corneal guttae in the right eye 
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