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Abstract: Kalimpong has a unique, vich and diverse religious history. It is home to many religious sites such as monasteries, churches,
temples and mosque. Among them, Mangaldham is one of the most prominent shrines. It has its own distinctive history. This religious
place was established in honor of Guruji Shri Mangaldas Maharaj who came to Kalimpong in 1940 inspired by its natural beauty and
communal harmony. His contributions are not only significant in the history of Mangaldham but also commendable in the religious and
cultural spheres of Kalimpong. Guruji Shri Mangaldas ji’s concept ‘work is worship’ was reflected in his efforts, including the
establishment of orphanages, schools, hospitals, and more. Over time, Mangaldham has evolved into an important pilgrimage hub in the
Eastern Himalayas, attracting devotees from neighboring regions such as Nepal, Bhutan, and beyond. Its serene location, spiritual
ambiance, and association with Guruji Shri Mangaldas Ji have made it a focal point of regional religious tourism.
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1. Introduction

Kalimpong has a unique, rich and diverse religious history.
It is home to many religious sites such as monasteries,
churches, temples and mosque. Among them, Mangaldham
is one of the most prominent shrines. It has its own
distinctive history. This religious place was established in
honor of Guruji Shri Mangaldas Maharaj Ji who came to
Kalimpong in 1940 inspired by its natural beauty and
communal harmony. His contributions are not only
important in the history of Mangaldham but also
commendable in the religious and cultural spheres of
Kalimpong.

Before delving into the history of Mangaldham, it is
necessary to understand the biography and contributions of
Guruji Mangaldas Ji. Shri Mangaldasji Maharaj was born in
1896 in Melbote, Illam district, Nepal. Losing his father at
the age of four, he was nurtured spiritually from an early age
and received renunciation at twelve. He then dedicated his
life to spreading Krishna Dharma. After visiting many
religious places, he eventually arrived in the Kalimpong
region of India.

The Spread of Pranami Dharma in Kalimpong:

The Pranami religion began to spread in Kalimpong around
the year 1900. Mahatma Shri Dayal Das and his wife Mata
Raj Bai established the Shri Krishna Pranami Temple in
Ichhe. Brahmachari Mangal was 40 years old when he
arrived in Kalimpong and the Ichhe Temple Panchayat
Committee appoints him as the temple director. Under his
leadership, the temple expanded from worship activities to
farming and the establishment of a cowshed. Around the
same time, a religious debate was held at the Shiva temple,
in which he emerged victorious. After managing the temple
for three consecutive years, he began preaching in
Kalimpong.

After the request made by Barrister Ari Bahadur Gurung,
Guruji went to his house in Tirpai for the treatment of the
stomach pain of his aunt Ben Bai. Through Ben Bai, he got

an opportunity to meet Maharaja Bai, mother of Shri
Damber Sinngh Gurung (founder of Bharatiya Gorkha
League). After receiving the initiation mantra (Dikcha) from
Maharaja Bai, Pranami Dharma gradually spread in
Kalimpong Bazaar. Iswar Das Agarwal and Begraj Agarwal
accepted the initiation mantra then. In this way, Brahmachari
Mangal is now addressed as guruji Mangal Das. His
disciples bestowed the title of Guruji on him.

Shri Guruji bought a piece of land in the middle of
Kalimpong market, and the construction of the temple
began. The puja for the first time started on the occasion of
the Holi festival of 1940. Shri Manik Das became the first
priest of the temple. After that, the awareness programme
started increasing among the Marwari, Nepali and Bihari
communities in the market. He started visiting surrounding
places like Lole and Pala around Kalimpong from time to
time to preach religion.

Institutional Vision of Guruji:

Guruji Shri Mangaldas ji’s concept ‘work is worship’
applied to his own work by building orphanages, schools,
hospitals etc. Though he had to overcome many community
reactions and challenges in the initial phase to give practical
form to his philosophy. Guruji was immensely propounded
by the holistic environment of Kalimpong who thought of
establishing an ideal school for women empowerment in the
heart of the town. He started a small infant school with the
motto of Gyan, Bhakti and Sewa with only 14 students in the
temple. The then under -constructed Shri Krishna Pranami
Temple was situated at Ram Chandra Mintri Road, near
Kanchan Cinema Hall, 9 % Mile Kalimpong without any
proper infrastructure. After four years of construction of the
temple, he saw that along with the religion, education should
be promoted too. Eight to ten children were gathered and the
Bal Mandir Primary School was established. Shri Pancham
Das ji was appointed as the first teacher. Gradually the
number of Children increased. Over the years, it expanded to
a Junior High School, High School, and then Higher
Secondary School. Shri N.B. Gurung was instrumental as
the school committee chairman in obtaining government
recognition and grants.
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Guruji Pranami Trust and its Objectives:

In 1972, driven by a deep commitment to uplift poor, needy,

and destitute children, Guruji united likeminded individuals

from neighboring areas and laid the foundation for the

Guruji Pranami Mission Trust. (Kalimpong Sub-divisional

Court Regd. No. IV-130/1972)

e To promote and spread social service and non-violence,
and to manage Shri Prannath Brahmacharya Ashram with
Sanskrit Pathsala at Haidar Para, Siliguri.

e To develop infrastructure, maintain discipline, and frame
rules for proper administration of these institutions, and
to support schools, colleges, libraries, hostels, and
research centers, with or without fees, as decided by the
Trustees.

e To provide scholarships and assistance to students at all
levels of study in India or abroad, and to help similar
societies and institutions through grants and donations.

e To encourage the study of philosophy, social science,
culture, and all branches of knowledge including arts,
science, medicine, engineering, law, and commerce, and
to conduct charitable activities for the upliftment of
humanity.

Mangaldham’s Religious and Socio-cultural Practices:
Guruji Pranami Mission Trust decided to build a grand
memorial temple of Guruji in 1993 A.D. The Guruji Shri
108 Mangal Das Ji Memorial Committee with the help of
devout donors, the construction of Mangal Dham was
completed after eight years of continuous efforts. The
Samadhi of Pujya Guruji is in the lower surface of the said
Dham. The upper level features a grand hall with a Shree
Raj Shyama Ji temple, statues of Mahamati Prananath Ji,
Shri Guruji, eight tableaux depicting key events from the
lives of Shri Devchandra ji and Krishna, including his birth,
a vision of Krishna by Jamuna, the adoption of Govardhana,
Rasa Leela etc.

Mangal Dham’s philosophy deeply integrates the principles
of Krishna Pranami Dharma, which emphasize monotheism,
compassion, and a simple, moral life. The temple’s daily
worship practices include meticulous scripture recitation and
devotional rituals that foster spiritual growth and community
bonding. Regular educational programs and satsangs further
promote the understanding of the Dharma’s teachings,
reinforcing moral values and devotion among followers.
These elements collectively shape the institutional identity
of Mangal Dham as a center of spiritual learning, service,
and adherence to the Pranami way of life, preserving the
legacy of Guruji Shri Mangaldasji Maharaj through active
practice.

Guru Mangaldasji, recognizing the urgent need for a shelter
home in Kalimpong, established the Pranami Balika Seva
Ashram in 1966, which was licensed by the Government of
West Bengal Social Welfare Department (License No. 789).
The Ashram was created to offer a safe asylum and
comprehensive charitable services to needy children. It
operates under the governance of the Mission Trust and the
Managing Committee in accordance with the Juvenile Act,
2000. Pranami Balika Vidya Mandir, located in Kalimpong,
provides education to the Ashram’s children, who are also
encouraged to participate in games, sports, yoga, spiritual
discourses, and cultural activities to nurture their talents.

Another initiative, the Pranami Bal Seva Ashram at Haider
Para, Siliguri, was founded earlier in 1966 (License No.
678/SWD), offering value-based learning for spiritual
growth. Shri Krishna Pranami Vidya Niketan, situated in
Siliguri, is affiliated with the Central Board of Secondary
Education, New Delhi. Seva Sadan Hospital in Kalimpong,
established in 1968 under the Trust’s inspiration, provides
comprehensive medical services including outpatient,
inpatient, ambulance, and other facilities. The Free
Homeopathy Clinic at Pranami Mandir Road, Siliguri,
launched in 1981, offers free treatment through a dedicated
team of homeopathy doctors. To support the nutritional
needs of children, the Trust maintains Goushalas in
Kalimpong and Siliguri, promoting cow domestication.
Additionally, Dharamsalas in both locations serve guests and
visitors, operating under specific norms and conditions set
by the Trust to ensure their welfare during their stay.

Architectural and Artistic Expression of Mangaldham:
Completed in 1993, Mangal Dham is a spectacular example
of blending traditional Hindu temple symbolism with
modern architectural design. Spanning two acres, the temple
features carved depictions of Krishna Leela and deities
rendered in vibrant paint. The temple integrates local stone
masonry and contemporary concrete work, symbolizing a
renewal of Hindu religiosity combined with accessibility for
modern devotees. Its silent and serene grounds contrast
urban activity, emphasizing sacred space creation in a
transitioning townscape. Mangaldham’s serene grounds
feature vivid artworks, a prayer hall housing the idols of Raj
Shyamji, Prannathji, and Mangaldasji, and its ground floor
holds the revered samadhi of the founder. This temple stands
as a symbol of devotion, service to humanity, and the rich
religious heritage of Kalimpong. Mangal Dham Temple
features a striking white exterior and spacious two-acre
layout, with its main prayer hall designed to accommodate
large gatherings of devotees. The temple complex showcases
vivid murals depicting the life of Lord Krishna, intricate
ornamental pillars, and beautifully landscaped gardens. Its
ground floor houses the samadhi of Guruji Mangaldasji
Mabharaj, and calm corridors encourage peaceful reflection,
making it a harmonious blend of spirituality and elegant
architecture.

Mangal Dham has evolved into a significant pilgrimage hub
in the Eastern Himalayas, attracting devotees from
neighboring regions including Nepal, Bhutan, and beyond.
Its serene location, spiritual ambiance, and association with
Guruji Shri Mangaldasji Maharaj have made it a focal point
for regional religious tourism. The institutionalization of
major religious festivities and collective community rituals
at Mangal Dham fosters a strong sense of unity and devotion
among pilgrims. These organized celebrations, combined
with the temple’s charitable and educational initiatives,
reinforce its status as a vibrant center for spiritual gathering
and cultural exchange, drawing people from diverse
backgrounds to participate in shared religious experiences.

2. Conclusion
Mangal Dham has transformed from a humble pilgrimage

site into a major spiritual and cultural institution deeply
rooted in the teachings of Guruji Shri Mangaldasji Maharaj.
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Founded on his vision of selfless service and devotion, the
institution has expanded its reach through charitable
activities like schools, orphanages, and temples, impacting
the broader community. Under successive leaders, Guruji’s
teachings continue to inspire and guide the temple’s growing
congregation, cementing Mangal Dham’s status as a
dynamic center where spirituality, education, and social
welfare converge to create lasting social and spiritual
influence.

After arriving at Kalimpong, Guruji gradually spread his
philosophy across the lands of the eastern Himalayan states
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