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Abstract: Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA), launched in 2014 by the Ministry of Education, Government of India, is a transformative 

initiative aimed at addressing human and economic development in rural villages through the active engagement of higher educational 

institutions. The Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT, Delhi) serves as the National Coordinating Institute (NCI) for UBA. The 

primary objective of UBA is to achieve comprehensive development by encouraging higher educational institutions to adopt at least 5 

villages and collaborate closely with local communities. The initiative emphasizes a participatory and multi - disciplinary approach, 

knowledge exchange, and capacity building to ensure community - driven and sustainable development. UBA focuses on building 

institutional capacity, providing training, and highlighting the significance of fieldwork, stakeholder interactions, and societal 

objectives in higher education. The research paper reflects on the key features of UBA, such as its participatory approach, multi - 

disciplinary strategy, and emphasis on knowledge exchange and capacity building. These features distinguish UBA as a holistic and 

impactful initiative for rural transformation. The paper also highlights the major areas of intervention, incorporating human 

development and sustainable economic development aspects. The diagram presented illustrates how interventions in economic 

development support and enhance human development outcomes, creating a virtuous cycle. It also explores some novel approaches 

introduced by UBA, including interactive virtual tours, success stories podcasts, collaborative art projects, rural entrepreneur spotlights, 

sustainable living workshops, rural tourism campaigns, and a virtual volunteer program. These innovative ideas aim to engage a wider 

audience and drive meaningful outcomes.  
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1. Introduction 
 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA), translated as "Rural India 

Mission of Transformation, " is an ambitious initiative 

launched by the Ministry of Education, Government of India 

in 2014 with the aim of addressing both human development 

and economic development in rural villages. The program 

aims to uplift rural communities by addressing their specific 

needs and challenges through active participation from 

academic institutions.  

 

The Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT, Delhi) serves 

as the National Coordinating Institute (NCI) for the UBA 

scheme.  

 

Goals of UBA 

The primary objective of UBA is to bring about 

comprehensive development in rural areas by engaging 

higher educational institutions. The program encourages 

universities and colleges to adopt at least 5 villages and 

work closely with the local communities to identify and 

address their development needs 

 

 
Figure 1: Goals of UBA 

 

The UBA initiative has a strategic plan. It aims to foster a 

comprehensive understanding of development in higher 

education institutions. The focus is specifically on building 

institutional capacity and providing training. The training is 

designed to meet the needs of rural India. One of its key 

objectives is to highlight the significance of fieldwork, 

stakeholder interactions, and the integration of societal 

objectives as fundamental components of higher education. 

Rigorous reporting is emphasized by the initiative, 

considering it pivotal in developing new professions, 

ensuring accountability, and propelling progress. UBA 

endeavours to grant rural India and regional agencies access 

to the professional resources of higher education institutes, 
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particularly those excelling in science, engineering, 

technology, and management.  

 

By aiming to improve development outcomes through 

research and the creation of new professions and processes, 

the UBA initiative seeks to sustain and absorb research 

outcomes effectively. Moreover, it aspires to foster a 

meaningful dialogue within the broader community, 

promoting understanding and collaboration between the 

fields of science and society. In essence, the UBA initiative 

is a well - rounded approach designed to integrate various 

facets of development, education, and research, contributing 

to holistic progress in rural India by leveraging the resources 

and expertise of higher education institutions.  

 

2. Key Features 
 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) is distinguished by key 

features that enhance its effectiveness in transforming rural 

India. First and foremost, it adopts a participatory approach, 

fostering collaboration between academic institutions, local 

communities, NGOs, and government agencies. This ensures 

that development initiatives are not only community - driven 

but also sustainable in the long run. Another noteworthy 

feature is the multi - disciplinary approach of UBA, 

encouraging the involvement of various disciplines such as 

engineering, social sciences, agriculture, healthcare, and 

management. This interdisciplinary approach allows for the 

implementation of comprehensive development solutions. It 

also emphasizes knowledge exchange and capacity building 

by facilitating interactions between academic institutions 

and rural communities. Through initiatives like training 

programs, workshops, and awareness campaigns, UBA 

empowers villagers to actively participate in and contribute 

to their own development. These distinctive features 

collectively make Unnat Bharat Abhiyan a holistic and 

impactful initiative for rural transformation.  

 

Areas of Intervention 

 

 
Figure 2: Areas of Intervention 

Image Curtsy: https: //www.india. gov. in/spotlight/unnat - 

bharat - abhiyan - promoting - self - sufficient - village - 

republics 

The figure presented above is divided into two main parts:  

 

1) Human Development:  

This upper section of the diagram highlights four key 

aspects of human development: Education, Health, Skills, 

and Holistic Perception. These elements are interconnected 

and form the foundation for human capacity building and 

empowerment, which is essential for any sustainable 

development initiative.  

 

2) Sustainable Economic Development:  

The lower section of the diagram focuses on the major areas 

of interventions for achieving sustainable economic 

development. These are Water Management, Renewable 

Energy System, Artisans and Rural (referring to rural 

industries and handicrafts), Organic Agriculture, Local 

Natural Resources, Basic Amenities, and e - Support (which 

refers to digital infrastructure and services).  

 

The arrow between the two parts labeled "Major Areas of 

Interventions" signifies that interventions in the areas of 

sustainable economic development will support and enhance 

human development. The overall goal is to create a virtuous 

cycle where improved education, health, skills, and a holistic 

approach to development will contribute towards a 

sustainable economy, which in turn will further enhance 

human development outcomes.  

 

This diagram suggests a comprehensive approach to rural 

development where academic expertise from higher 

education institutions is applied to improve both human 

development and sustainable economic activities in rural 

areas. This aligns with UBA's objective of leveraging 

knowledge institutions to help build the architecture of an 

inclusive India.  

 

Impact of UBA 

Since its inception in 2014, Unnat Bharat Abhiyan has made 

significant progress in transforming rural India. Some 

notable impacts of the program include:  

1) Improved infrastructure: Through the program, 

several villages have witnessed significant 

improvements in infrastructure, including the 

construction of roads, provision of clean drinking water, 

and access to electricity.  

2) Enhancing livelihood opportunities: Unnat Bharat 

Abhiyan has facilitated rural entrepreneurship and skill 

development, leading to the creation of employment 

opportunities and improved livelihoods. This includes 

initiatives in agriculture, handloom, and handicrafts, 

among others.  

3) Healthcare accessibility: The program has contributed 

to improved healthcare access in rural areas through 

awareness campaigns, health camps, and the 

establishment of telemedicine centers.  

4) Empowering women: Unnat Bharat Abhiyan has 

emphasized gender equality and women's empowerment 

by promoting skill development and entrepreneurship 

among rural women. This has resulted in increased 

economic independence and decision - making power.  
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Novel Approaches for the UBA  

The Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) is constantly evolving 

and exploring novel approaches to enhance its impact in 

rural India. Here are some innovative ideas that have been 

introduced to complement the existing initiatives:  

 

 
Figure 3: Novel Approaches for the UBA 

 

1) Interactive Virtual Tours: To provide a realistic 

experience of the progress and development occurring 

in villages and rural areas under the UBA, interactive 

virtual tours have been created. These tours utilize 360 

- degree videos and interactive maps, allowing people 

to explore the transformation taking place firsthand. 

Under this initiative individuals can virtually visit a 

village and witness the construction of new 

infrastructure, improved healthcare facilities, or 

educational initiatives, giving them a deeper 

understanding of the positive changes brought about by 

the UBA.  

2) Success Stories Podcast: To inspire and motivate 

others, a podcast series featuring success stories from 

the UBA has been launched. Villagers, local leaders, 

and project managers are interviewed to share their 

experiences and narrate inspiring tales of 

transformation in rural India. Through these podcasts, 

listeners can learn about individuals who have 

overcome challenges, started successful businesses, or 

made significant contributions to their communities. 

These stories highlight the impact of the UBA and 

serve as a source of inspiration for others.  

3) Collaborative Art Project: By collaborating with 

local artists and communities, the UBA has initiated art 

projects in villages. These collaborative art 

installations showcase the cultural richness and 

progress brought about by the Abhiyan. For instance, 

murals, sculptures, or interactive exhibits are created to 

depict the heritage, traditions, and development 

milestones of the villages. This approach not only 

beautifies the surroundings but also instills a sense of 

pride and belonging among the residents.  

4) Rural Entrepreneur Spotlight: To shed light on the 

success stories of rural entrepreneurs, the UBA 

highlights their journeys, challenges, and 

achievements. Through various mediums such as 

social media, newsletters, or workshops, these stories 

are shared to inspire others and showcase the impact of 

the UBA. These spotlights feature individuals who 

have established thriving businesses in sectors like 

agriculture, handicrafts, or tourism, thanks to the 

support and opportunities provided by the UBA. By 

sharing their experiences, aspiring entrepreneurs gain 

insights and encouragement to pursue their dreams.  

5) Sustainable Living Workshops: The UBA organizes 

workshops in rural areas that focus on sustainable 

living practices. These workshops cover topics such as 

organic farming, waste management, and renewable 

energy. Through these workshops, villagers gain 

knowledge and skills to adopt sustainable practices that 

benefit both the environment and their own 

livelihoods. For example, they may learn about organic 

farming techniques that improve crop yields while 

minimizing the use of harmful chemicals.  

6) Tourism Campaign: To showcase the beauty and 

cultural experiences offered by the areas developed 

under the UBA, a rural tourism campaign has been 

launched. The campaign promotes rural tourism by 

highlighting the natural landscapes, local cuisine, and 

unique cultural traditions of these regions. By 

attracting tourists, this initiative supports the local 

economy, creates employment opportunities, and 

fosters cultural exchange. Visitors can immerse 

themselves in the rural lifestyle, participate in 
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community activities, and learn about the region's 

heritage.  

7) Virtual Volunteer Program: The UBA has 

introduced a virtual volunteer program that allows 

individuals from around the world to contribute their 

skills and knowledge remotely. This program includes 

activities such as online mentoring, skill - sharing 

sessions, and remote project support. Volunteers can 

provide guidance, expertise, or assistance to UBA 

initiatives without being physically present in the 

villages. This virtual engagement broadens the support 

network and enables a wider range of individuals to 

contribute to the program's success.  

 

These approaches inject a fresh perspective into the UBA, 

leveraging creativity and innovation to engage a wider 

audience and drive meaningful impact. By using technology, 

storytelling, art, and sustainable practices, the UBA aims to 

create lasting change in rural India.  

 

3. Conclusion 
 

1) Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is a program that aims to 

transform rural India.  

2) Academic institutions are engaged in the program to 

foster sustainable development.  

3) The program promotes collaboration and exchange of 

knowledge between rural and urban areas.  

4) The initiative aims to reduce inequalities and promote 

social and economic justice.  

5) It focuses on issues such as healthcare, education, 

infrastructure, and agriculture.  

6) The program provides access to basic amenities and 

services to improve the quality of life in rural areas.  

7) Unnat Bharat Abhiyan holds the potential to create a 

significant impact across the country.  
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