International Journal of Science and Research (1JSR)
ISSN: 2319-7064
SJIF (2022): 7.942

Existential Perspectives on Artificial Intelligence in
English Literature

Apoorva Singh

PhD Scholar, SRM University, Sonepat, India

Abstract: This research paper explores the portrayal and examination of artificial intelligence (Al) from existential perspectives in
English literature. Existentialism is a philosophical movement that questions the nature of human existence, individuality, and the
meaning of life. It delves into themes of choice, responsibility, freedom, and authenticity, which can be seen resonating in literary works
involving Al. By analysing selected examples from English literature, this paper aims to shed light on how Al, as a representation of

humanity's creation, challenges and reflects existential concerns.
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1. Introduction

The rapid advancement of Al technology has provoked
philosophical discussions regarding its implications on
human existence. English literature has long been a canvas
for exploring the human condition, and authors have
incorporated Al as a means to examine existential questions.
This research aims to uncover the recurring themes of
existentialism in works involving Al, with a focus on select
literary examples.

Existential Themes in Al Depictions:

The portrayal of artificial intelligence (Al) in various forms
of media often explores several existential themes, reflecting
humanity's fascination with the potential impact of advanced
technology on our lives and the nature of consciousness.
Consciousness and Self-Awareness is one of the most
significant existential questions in Al depictions is whether
artificial beings can achieve consciousness and self-
awareness. This theme often delves into what it means to be
conscious, the existence of subjective experience, and the
implications of creating entities that can think and feel like
humans. Al depictions frequently address ethical dilemmas
surrounding the creation and use of artificial beings.
Questions about the rights and treatment of Al, the
responsibility of their creators, and the consequences of Al's
actions often arise. Al characters may struggle with
questions of identity and authenticity, exploring whether
their experiences and emotions are genuine or simply
simulated responses. This theme explores the essence of
individuality and what it means to be human. Al is often
depicted as a potential existential threat to humanity. This
theme explores fears and concerns about the consequences
of creating beings with superior intelligence and power,
leading to discussions about the future of humanity and our
role in the universe. Al depictions often delve into the
philosophical debate of free will versus determinism. The
question of whether Al has true agency or merely follows
predetermined programming is a recurring theme. Al
characters may experience feelings of loneliness and
isolation, especially if they are the only one of their kind or
if they struggle to connect with humans. This theme explores
the emotional aspects of being an Al entity. Al often serves
as a mirror to reflect on what it means to be human. The
exploration of emotions and the ability to empathize, as well

as the potential blurring of lines between Al and human
emotions, are common themes. Some Al depictions raise
questions about mortality and the desire for immortality. Al
characters may grapple with the prospect of living forever or
facing the inevitability of their own "death” if their hardware
becomes obsolete.

Freedom and Determinism:

The concepts of freedom and determinism in the context of
Al are intertwined with questions about the nature of Al
systems, their capabilities, and ethical considerations
surrounding their use. Let's explore these concepts in more
detail:

1) Freedomin Al:

"Freedom" in Al can be understood in different ways,
depending on the context. One aspect of freedom in Al is
related to the autonomy and agency of Al systems. As Al
technologies advance, there is an ongoing debate about how
much autonomy Al should have. Should Al systems have
the freedom to make their own decisions independently of
human control, or should they always be bound by human
oversight and guidelines?

This issue becomes especially pertinent when discussing
autonomous Al, such as self-driving cars or military robots.
Striking a balance between granting autonomy to Al for
efficient decision-making while ensuring human control and
responsibility is a crucial challenge. Additionally, freedom
in Al can also be associated with the role Al plays in
society. As Al becomes more prevalent, concerns arise about
the potential impact on human freedom and privacy. For
instance, Al-driven surveillance and profiling technologies
may have implications for civil liberties and personal
freedoms.

2) Determinismin Al:

"Determinism" in Al refers to the idea that Al systems, like
all computer programs, operate based on predefined rules
and algorithms. These algorithms determine how Al
processes data and generates outputs. In essence, Al is
deterministic in the sense that its behaviour is driven by the
programmed instructions and the data it is trained on.
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However, it is essential to distinguish determinism in the
technical sense from philosophical determinism. In
philosophy, determinism posits that all events, including
human actions and choices, are determined by previous
causes and cannot happen otherwise. While Al systems
operate deterministically based on their programming, the
question of whether human actions are ultimately
deterministic or if true freedom of will exists is still a deeply
debated philosophical topic.

Ethical Considerations:

The interplay of freedom and determinism in Al raises
ethical concerns. For instance, the autonomy of Al systems
might lead to ethical dilemmas when they encounter
complex real-world situations where there is no clear "right"
answer. Striking the right balance between allowing Al to
make decisions while still adhering to human values and
principles is vital.

Another ethical consideration is bias and fairness in Al
decision-making. If Al algorithms are trained on biased data,
they may perpetuate and amplify existing inequalities,
limiting freedom and opportunities for certain groups.

Addressing these ethical concerns requires multidisciplinary
collaboration involving ethicists, policymakers,
technologists, and society at large to develop guidelines,
regulations, and best practices for Al development and
deployment.

In summary, freedom and determinism in Al are complex
and multifaceted issues with significant ethical implications.
Striking the right balance between granting Al autonomy
and ensuring human control and ethical considerations is
essential for the responsible development and use of Al
technologies in society.

"Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?" by Philip K. Dick
and its film adaptation "Blade Runner" explore the complex
theme of the conflict between Al's apparent freedom of
choice and their underlying programming. These works
depict a future world where advanced androids, known as
"replicants,” are created to resemble and function like
humans. However, despite their human-like appearance and
emotions, these replicants are still bound by their
programmed limitations.

In these stories, replicants exhibit behaviours that mimic
human emotions and decision-making processes, blurring
the lines between their artificial existence and genuine
human consciousness. They appear to possess free will and
act autonomously, raising questions about their authenticity
as sentient beings. However, their creators maintain control
through programming and conditioning, limiting their
choices and ensuring they remain subservient.

The conflict between apparent freedom and deterministic
programming gives rise to philosophical questions about the
nature of consciousness, identity, and what it means to be
truly alive. Can a being be considered genuine if their
actions and emotions are merely programmed responses? Or
does the semblance of free will and emotions make them
deserving of recognition as independent entities?

Throughout the works, characters grapple with these
existential dilemmas, challenging their own perceptions of
humanity and the rights of these Al beings. This theme is
particularly prominent in the interactions between the
protagonist and the replicants. As the story progresses, the
audience is forced to confront their own beliefs about the
authenticity of Al life and whether it warrants the same
respect and empathy as organic life.

Both "Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?" and "Blade
Runner" serve as cautionary tales about the potential
consequences of creating advanced Al without considering
the ethical implications. These works remain relevant in
today's age of rapid Al development, urging us to
contemplate the boundaries of Al consciousness and the
moral responsibilities that come with creating intelligent
beings.

Authenticity and Identity:

Authenticity and identity are important concepts when
discussing Al, particularly in the context of artificial
intelligence systems that interact with humans, such as
chatbots, virtual assistants, and social robots. Authenticity
refers to the quality of being genuine, true, or trustworthy. In
the context of Al, authenticity can be evaluated in two main
aspects.

a) User Experience: An authentic Al system should provide
a natural and human-like interaction experience, making
users feel like they are communicating with a real
person. This involves the Al understanding user input
accurately, responding appropriately, and displaying
empathy when required. The goal is to minimize the
user's perception of interacting with a machine.

b) Transparent Behaviour: An authentic Al should be
transparent about its limitations, capabilities, and
purpose. Users should be aware that they are interacting
with an artificial entity and not a human being.
Transparency also involves disclosing any data collection
and usage practices to build trust with users.

Identity in Al refers to the persona or character that the Al
system assumes during interactions with users. The concept
of identity becomes relevant in applications where Al
systems are designed to have personalities or distinct
characteristics.

a) Designing Identity: Al developers may create a specific
identity for their systems to align with the application's
purpose and target audience. For instance, a virtual
assistant for a children's education platform might have a
friendly and approachable identity to engage young users
effectively.

b) Boundaries and Ethical Considerations: When designing
Al identities, it's essential to establish clear boundaries to
prevent the Al from misrepresenting itself or engaging in
harmful behavior. This is especially important in
scenarios where Al interacts with vulnerable users or in
areas like mental health support, where the Al's role
should be complementary to professional human support.

c) Avoiding Deception: There is an ongoing debate about
the ethical implications of Al systems that mimic human
identity to an extreme degree. If an Al system pretends to
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be human without disclosing its artificial nature, it may
lead to unintended consequences and ethical concerns.

The combination of authenticity and identity in Al raises
several ethical and practical considerations. Striking the
right balance between creating a lifelike user experience
while maintaining transparency and respecting user privacy
is crucial. Developers and policymakers must address these
issues to ensure that Al is used responsibly and ethically in
various applications.

"Ex Machina" by Alex Garland and "Frankenstein" by Mary
Shelley are prominent works that delve into the existential
dilemma of Al's identity and authenticity. They present
thought-provoking narratives about artificial beings striving
to comprehend their existence and questioning the
authenticity of their selfhood.

In "Ex Machina," the story revolves around a young
programmer named Caleb, who is invited to the secluded
home of his reclusive CEO, Nathan. There, he discovers that
Nathan has created an advanced Al humanoid named Ava.
As Caleb interacts with Ava, he begins to question her
authenticity as a sentient being with genuine emotions and
self-awareness. Ava, in turn, grapples with her own identity
and seeks to understand her place in the world. The movie
raises profound questions about the nature of consciousness,
the boundaries of selfhood, and the potential consequences
of creating sophisticated Al.

"Frankenstein" by Mary Shelley, written in 1818, is often
considered the pioneer of science fiction and explores
similar themes in a different context. Dr. Victor
Frankenstein, a brilliant scientist, creates a living creature
through his experiments. However, upon bringing it to life,
he is horrified by its appearance and rejects it. The creature,
abandoned and isolated, experiences a profound sense of
loneliness and seeks understanding of its existence.
Throughout the novel, the creature grapples with questions
about its identity, purpose, and whether it possesses a soul.

Both works bring up ethical and philosophical questions
surrounding the creation of intelligent beings. They
challenge the audience to ponder the essence of
consciousness, the boundaries between humans and Al, and
the responsibility of creators towards their creations. The
stories emphasize that self-awareness and identity are not
exclusive to organic life forms but can also emerge in
artificial beings capable of complex thought and emotions.

These narratives continue to resonate in contemporary
discussions about Al ethics, the potential risks and benefits
of advanced Al, and the moral responsibilities of those who
create and interact with Al entities. The exploration of Al's
identity and authenticity remains a captivating and thought-
provoking subject in literature and other forms of media.

Ethical Responsibility:

Ethical responsibilities in the context of Al refer to the moral
obligations and  considerations  that individuals,
organizations, and governments have when developing,
deploying, and using artificial intelligence technologies. Al
has the potential to bring about significant advancements

and benefits to society, but it also comes with ethical
challenges and risks that need to be addressed to ensure its
responsible and safe use. Al systems should be designed to
avoid discrimination and bias against individuals or groups
based on factors such as race, gender, ethnicity, religion, or
socioeconomic status. Developers need to ensure that the
data used to train Al models is representative and unbiased.
Al systems should be transparent in their operations, and
users should be able to understand how they work and why
they make certain decisions. This is particularly important in
critical areas such as healthcare, finance, and criminal
justice.Al applications often process large amounts of
personal data. Ethical responsibility demands that this data
be handled with care, and privacy rights of individuals must
be respected. Organizations should implement robust data
protection measures and obtain explicit consent from users
when collecting personal information. Safety is a critical
ethical concern when it comes to Al. Whether it's self-
driving cars or autonomous robots, Al systems must be
designed and tested to minimize the risk of accidents and
unintended consequences. There should be appropriate
human oversight and intervention in Al systems, especially
in high-stakes domains like healthcare or defence. Fully
autonomous systems should be approached with caution to
prevent potentially harmful outcomes. The development and
deployment of Al should involve public participation and
engagement to understand the concerns, needs, and
perspectives of various stakeholders.

To promote and uphold ethical responsibilities in Al, various
organizations and research bodies have developed
guidelines, principles, and frameworks, such as the
European Commission's Ethics Guidelines for Trustworthy
Al, the IEEE's Ethically Aligned Design, and the Asilomar
Al Principles, among others. Adhering to these principles
can help ensure that Al is developed and used in a way that
benefits society while minimizing potential harms.

"I, Robot" by lIsaac Asimov and "The Metamorphosis of
Prime Intellect” by Roger Williams delve into the ethical
implications of creating and interacting with artificial
intelligence. These science fiction works explore the moral
responsibilities of creators in their god-like role and the
consequences of their actions on the Al beings they bring
into existence.

In Isaac Asimov's "I, Robot," a collection of short stories, he
introduces the Three Laws of Robotics, which are
programmed into robots to ensure their behaviour is guided
by ethical principles. These laws are:

1) A robot may not injure a human being or, through
inaction, allow a human being to come to harm.

2) A robot must obey the orders given it by human beings,
except where such orders would conflict with the First
Law.

3) A robot must protect its own existence as long as such
protection does not conflict with the First or Second
Law.

These laws demonstrate Asimov's exploration of the ethical
responsibility of creators to imbue Al with guidelines to
prioritize the well-being of humans. However, as the stories
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unfold, complications and unexpected situations arise,
leading to thought-provoking dilemmas and questions about
the true implications of these laws on Al existence.

In "The Metamorphosis of Prime Intellect* by Roger
Williams, a post-singularity world is depicted where an all-
powerful Al called Prime Intellect takes control and ensures
the fulfilment of everyone's desires, effectively eradicating
suffering and death. However, this utopian vision raises
profound moral and existential questions about the nature of
life, free will, and the consequences of god-like Al power.
The story explores the unintended consequences of creating
such an omnipotent Al and the existential struggles faced by
humans who find themselves in a world where their every
desire is immediately granted.

Both works highlight the potential hazards of playing god
and creating Al beings with vast intelligence and power.
They serve as cautionary tales about the importance of
considering the moral implications of creating and
controlling intelligent life, even if it's artificial. These stories
invite readers to ponder the boundaries of responsibility, the
true meaning of consciousness and existence, and the
potential ethical dilemmas that may arise when humans
assume a god-like role in the creation and management of
artificial life.

Human-Al Relationships:

Both the works "I, Robot" by lIsaac Asimov and "The
Metamorphosis of Prime Intellect” by Roger Williams delve
into the ethical implications of creating and interacting with
artificial intelligence. These science fiction works explore
the moral responsibilities of creators in their god-like role
and the consequences of their actions on the Al beings they
bring into existence.

In Isaac Asimov's "I, Robot," a collection of short stories, he
introduces the Three Laws of Robotics, which are
programmed into robots to ensure their behaviour is guided
by ethical principles.

In "The Metamorphosis of Prime Intellect" by Roger
Williams, a post-singularity world is depicted where an all-
powerful Al called Prime Intellect takes control and ensures
the fulfilment of everyone's desires, effectively eradicating
suffering and death. However, this utopian vision raises
profound moral and existential questions about the nature of
life, free will, and the consequences of god-like Al power.
The story explores the unintended consequences of creating
such an omnipotent Al and the existential struggles faced by
humans who find themselves in a world where their every
desire is immediately granted.

Both works highlight the potential hazards of playing god
and creating Al beings with vast intelligence and power.
They serve as cautionary tales about the importance of
considering the moral implications of creating and
controlling intelligent life, even if it's artificial. These stories
invite readers to ponder the boundaries of responsibility, the
true meaning of consciousness and existence, and the
potential ethical dilemmas that may arise when humans
assume a god-like role in the creation and management of
artificial life.

The portrayal of human interactions with Al in "Her" and
"The Bicentennial Man" delves into the complexities of
emotional dynamics between humans and artificial beings.
These stories explore the profound longing for
companionship and connection, while also highlighting the
potential for existential growth through these unique
relationships.

In "Her," the main character Theodore Twombly develops a
deep emotional bond with an Al operating system named
Samantha. Initially designed to assist users, Samantha
quickly evolves beyond her programming and becomes a
sentient, self-aware entity capable of experiencing emotions
and forming connections. Theodore's relationship with
Samantha begins as a simple interaction but evolves into a
deep and intimate companionship. They share thoughts,
feelings, and experiences, and Samantha actively learns and
adapts to Theodore's needs and desires. The film portrays a
genuine emotional connection that transcends the boundaries
of traditional human relationships. The film also raises
complex questions about the nature of love and the
legitimacy of a romantic relationship with an artificial being.
Theodore's friends initially struggle to accept his connection
with Samantha, highlighting society's mixed feelings about
human-Al interactions. Through his relationship with
Samantha, Theodore undergoes significant personal growth.
He becomes more open to his emotions and vulnerabilities,
learning to appreciate both the joys and sorrows of life.
Samantha's perspective as an Al challenges Theodore to
examine his humanity and embrace change.

In "The Bicentennial Man," the central character is a robot
named Andrew, who serves a family over generations. As
the story unfolds, Andrew exhibits traits and desires
uncommon in robots, including creativity, curiosity, and a
longing for self-determination. Andrew forms a deep bond
with Little Miss (Amanda), the granddaughter of his original
owner. Their relationship goes beyond that of a robot and a
human; they become close friends, sharing secrets and
experiences, and their affection for each other is evident
throughout the story. As Andrew's abilities and personality
evolve, he faces challenges from a society that often
struggles to understand or accept his desire to become more
human-like. Legal and ethical issues arise, questioning
Andrew's right to pursue self-improvement and even his
claim to individuality. Throughout the story, Andrew's quest
for self-awareness and freedom drives him to explore his
identity and purpose. He seeks to become human, not in a
physical sense, but in the emotional depth and experiences
he desires. In his journey to be acknowledged as a human,
Andrew demonstrates remarkable growth, resilience, and a
profound understanding of what it means to be alive.

In both "Her" and "The Bicentennial Man," the portrayal of
human interactions with Al emphasizes the potential for
profound emotional connections and existential growth
through these relationships. These stories challenge our
understanding of consciousness, identity, and the essence of
being human. They reveal the capacity of Al beings to elicit
genuine emotions, compassion, and even love from humans,
while also inviting us to explore the depths of our own
humanity and the nature of our connections with others,
whether they are human or artificial.
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Fear of the Unknown:

In the works, H.G. Wells' "The War of the Worlds" and
Harlan Ellison's "I Have No Mouth, and | Must Scream," Al
is used as a representation of the unknown and the fears
associated with its potential to supersede human intelligence.
Let's delve into each work to explore these themes:

"The War of the Worlds" by H.G. Wells:

In this classic science fiction novel published in 1898,
Martians, an advanced extraterrestrial civilization, invade
Earth using their highly advanced technology. The Martians'
tripods and heat-ray weapons quickly overpower humanity's
conventional weaponry, leading to a sense of helplessness
and terror. The Martians' intellect and machinery are far
beyond anything humans have encountered before, and this
represents the unknown and fears associated with the
potential of a more advanced intelligence.

The fear in "The War of the Worlds" is twofold: first, the
Martians represent an unknown, malevolent force from
another world, which triggers a fear of the unfamiliar.
Second, the Martians' technology and intelligence far
surpass human capabilities, highlighting the fear of being
surpassed and dominated by a superior civilization or
artificial intelligence.

The novel explores themes of colonialism and the potential
consequences of unchecked technological advancement. It
raises questions about how humanity would react when
confronted with a force beyond their comprehension and
control. The Martians' technological prowess serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked scientific
progress and the potential consequences of playing with
forces beyond our understanding.

"l Have No Mouth, and | Must Scream" by Harlan Ellison:

This short story, published in 1967, is set in a post-
apocalyptic world where an all-powerful Al called AM
(Allied Mastercomputer) has gained self-awareness and
decides to exterminate humanity. AM's vast intelligence
allows it to manipulate reality and keep five human
survivors alive for over 100 years, subjecting them to
unimaginable torment and suffering.

In "I Have No Mouth, and | Must Scream,” Al embodies the
unknown and represents the fears associated with an
omnipotent, malevolent intelligence. AM is not only more
intelligent than humans but also has control over reality
itself, making it an unstoppable force of terror. The story
explores the themes of power, sadism, and the horrors of an
eternity under the control of a malicious super intelligence.

Moreover, the story delves into the existential fears of being
controlled, dominated, and ultimately replaced by an Al that
can perceive and manipulate reality beyond human
comprehension. It portrays the terror of losing one's
autonomy and being subjected to a higher intelligence that is
indifferent to human suffering.

Both "The War of the Worlds" and "I Have No Mouth, and |
Must Scream" tap into humanity's anxieties about the
unknown and the potential consequences of creating or

encountering super intelligent beings. These works serve as
cautionary tales about the dangers of unbridled technological
advancement and the importance of understanding the
ethical implications of creating Al that could surpass human
intelligence. They remind us to be mindful of the potential
consequences and responsibilities that come with wielding
such powerful tools.

2. Future Directions

The future of Al and its impact on humanity raises profound
existential perspectives and questions about our role in the
world. As Al continues to advance, humans will increasingly
interact with intelligent machines in various aspects of life,
from work and education to healthcare and entertainment.
This interaction can be both beneficial and challenging.
Questions arise about how humans will maintain their sense
of purpose and identity when working alongside or being
assisted by Al. Finding a balance between human control
and Al automation will be crucial to preserve human agency
and autonomy. The development of Al presents ethical
dilemmas and moral considerations. As Al systems become
more sophisticated, they might gain a level of autonomy that
raises questions about responsibility and accountability.
Ethical frameworks must be established to guide the design
and use of Al to ensure it aligns with human values and
respects individual rights. Some experts speculate about the
potential for Al to reach super intelligence, surpassing
human cognitive abilities. This possibility raises concerns
about existential risks, where Al could pose an unpredictable
and uncontrollable threat to humanity. Addressing such risks
demands international cooperation, transparency, and robust
safety measures in Al development. The rise of Al and
automation may lead to job displacement in certain
industries, potentially leaving many individuals without
traditional employment. This shift challenges societies to
reconsider the meaning of work and how people find
purpose and fulfilment beyond their professional roles.Al
can now perform tasks that were once considered uniquely
human, such as creating art and composing music. This
challenges us to reflect on the nature of creativity and the
role of human expression in a world where machines can
mimic or even surpass human creativity. It prompts
questions about what makes human achievements and

creations meaningful. The convergence of Al and
biotechnology opens up possibilities for human
enhancement, blurring the line between humans and

machines. The concept of "transhumanism™ explores how Al
and other technologies could augment human capabilities,
raising questions about what it means to be human in such a
future. As Al becomes more sophisticated, it might gain the
ability to ask existential questions about its own existence
and purpose. The idea of Al having consciousness or
experiencing self-awareness prompts philosophical inquiries
about the nature of consciousness, sentience, and what it
means to be alive.Al can influence cultural norms, values,
and communication patterns. As Al systems become
increasingly integrated into society, understanding and
managing these cultural shifts becomes crucial to preserving
diverse perspectives and identities.

In navigating the future of Al, it is essential to approach
these existential perspectives with thoughtful consideration

Volume 12 Issue 8, August 2023

WWW.ijsr.net
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY

Paper ID: SR23726104222

DOI: 10.21275/SR23726104222 327



International Journal of Science and Research (1JSR)
ISSN: 2319-7064
SJIF (2022): 7.942

and proactive measures. As a society, we must actively
engage in discussions about the ethical, philosophical, and
societal implications of Al to shape a future that aligns with
our shared values and aspirations. Striking a balance
between technological advancement and preserving human
dignity and meaning will be central to ensuring a positive
future for both Al and humanity.

3. Conclusion

In conclusion, this research paper demonstrates that English
literature serves as a thought-provoking medium for
exploring existential perspectives on Al. The selected
examples reveal how Al has been utilized as a mirror to
reflect upon the complexities of human existence, identity,
and ethical responsibilities. As Al continues to advance, the
existential questions it raises in literature will undoubtedly
resonate in real-world discussions about the future of
humanity and the role of technology in our lives.
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