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Abstract: The article explored the role played by Libraries in the Modern Society for Building a Sustainable Future. Over the past few 

years, sustainable development has emerged the latest development slogan. Sustainable development has been defined as the 

development that meets the social, economic and technological needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs. A good well - equipped library is a prerequisite for the intellectual, moral, and spiritual 

advancement and elevation of an individual right from childhood. It is an indispensable element of the absolute well - being of the 

citizens and that of the nation at large. To attain sustainable development, the role of libraries, and particularly academic libraries, 

cannot be ignored hence the need to discuss this topic at this time.  
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1. Introduction 
 

Libraries are synonymous with education, providing 

countless resources, namely books, internet access, printing 

facilities, and educational and professional training 

programs that can fuel economic, social, and cultural 

development. Libraries today not only provide their services 

face - to - face but since the light of the pandemic has also 

integrated e - learning to improve accessibility to the wider 

public. In addition to lending books and providing courses, 

libraries are also involved in copying materials for research 

or private study purposes. Not every student has the luxury 

of being able to afford every book or journal they require 

access to for their studies; therefore, they rely on the 

services of a library to sustain their academic consumption. 

Although the utilization of school/college and analysis 

libraries is proscribed solely to the scholars of that exact 

school/college however state and community libraries are 

open for all and anyone will avail the advantages of those 

throughout operating hours. It might not be wrong to 

mention that a library is the store - house for books of every 

kind and on all subjects underneath the one roof. Libraries 

are necessary cornerstones of a healthy community. 

Libraries provide folks the chance to seek out jobs, explore 

medical analysis, expertise new ideas, and obtain lost in 

fantastic stories, whereas at constant time providing a way of 

place for gathering. The library reflects the variety and 

character, and also the desires and expectations of our 

community. Those desires and expectations are usually 

intensive, and also the services valuable. The Library is 

commonly the sole pronto offered supply of comprehensive 

data required by individuals for personal, family and job - 

related functions. Our community's economic advantages 

once business individuals use library resources to create 

wise business choices, workers use it to boost job skills, or 

the deprived use it to assist break the cycle of poverty. 

Throughout economic hardship, our citizens 

intercommunicate and depend upon the library.  

 

Libraries are safe and reliable spaces for all 

The library has the potential to be an accommodating space 

for everyone regardless of their physical abilities, as well as 

a safe space for those who seek a place to belong. This can 

have a lasting and positive impact on the lives of the 

students, but also on the librarians themselves. Equal access 

to everyone is a core value of libraries; thus, it includes 

helping individuals from all different backgrounds and equal 

opportunity for self - education or personal development. 

Libraries can specifically help communities and individuals 

in need. Each morning when libraries open their doors, they 

essentially become shelters, learning centers, and 

employment centers for the most underserved population. In 

addition to serving patrons experiencing poverty and 

homelessness, libraries are simply safe and meaningful 

spaces for all members of the community.  

 

Libraries help to build communities 

Several things are necessary for a particular place to play 

this role. Location and accessibility are important, of course. 

But so are trust and a sense of neutrality, they are usually the 

keys to success. Academic libraries are set up to support the 

curriculum, teaching, learning and research needs of the 

faculty and students of institutions of higher learning. 

Academic libraries provide a variety of information services 

to support the educational environment. The resources and 

services they offer create opportunities for learning, support 

literacy and education, and help to shape the new ideas and 

perspectives that are central to a creative and innovative 

society. They also help ensure an authentic record of 

knowledge created and accumulated by past generations.  

 

Libraries help to boost local economies 

Today's modern libraries are hubs of community growth, 

connecting to broad civic agendas, and boosting local 

economies by developing small business and the workforce. 

Innovative library services yield huge returns on investment, 

presenting leaders with a tremendous opportunity to grow 

their economies. Job skill requirements are changing fast 

and up - skilling the workforce is crucial. As nontraditional 

employment and technology and automation jobs require 

new skills, libraries are playing an integral role. Technology 

in libraries can be transformational, providing access to 

expensive tools, training, and skills that wouldn’t otherwise 

be available. Beyond the fact that libraries offer assistance to 
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the general public with job searches and resumes, libraries 

themselves are sources of employment. It goes without 

saying that libraries can’t achieve all of their incredible 

functions without staff. By providing jobs in the community, 

libraries are contributing to the economy in another, more 

literal way.  

 

Libraries preserve history and cultural heritage 

Libraries play a significant role in preserving knowledge and 

cultural heritage in society. There are massive collections of 

records, history, and other valuable reference materials that 

libraries collect to ensure that the stories of their 

communities are saved. Literature allows a person to step 

back in time and learn about life on Earth from the ones who 

walked before us. We can gather a better understanding of 

culture and have a greater appreciation of them. We learn 

through the ways history is recorded, in the forms of 

manuscripts and through speech itself. Historic preservation 

is an important way for us to transmit our understanding of 

the past to future generations. Our nation's history has many 

facets, and historic preservation helps tell these stories. 

Libraries and museums protect, preserve, manage and 

maintain the historical& cultural heritage for future 

generation. Libraries and museums are the mirrors to the 

past that has witnessed glories, victories, defeats, calamities, 

revolutions, movements and all kinds of socio - political 

upheavals.  

 

2. Conclusion  
 

Libraries became an integral part of all social programs of 

growth and development of the country. The roles that 

libraries play in supporting trendy societies are often sorted 

under five major classes (I) pedagogy roles (ii) user 

education roles, (iii) recreation roles, (iv) Library as an area 

and (v) social and cultural roles. The social roles that 

libraries have returned to play embrace democratization of 

information and knowledge, linking individuals to 

information and data sources, data and awareness services to 

communities for authorization. Library as an area has an 

associated attraction in itself as the library is employed to 

run and organize educational, social and cultural activities. 

Libraries function as community centres with inventive 

areas appropriate for a variety of activities like organizing 

cultural activities to push social harmony. Libraries collect, 

preserve and conserve documents regarding socio - cultural 

aspects of the society for future generations.  
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