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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Background and Context  

 

It seeks to offer a thorough study of how the narrative 

devices and storytelling strategies implemented by Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay in "Parinita" contribute to the 

novel's overall impact. To reveal the many layers that 

comprise Chattopadhyay's storytelling, the research dives 

into the plot's perspective of standpoint, story framework, 

advancement of characters, themes, language, and dialogue. 

In the end, this thesis aims to expand our comprehension of 

"Parinita's" literary virtues and to emphasise the author's 

skill in crafting a gripping story.  

 

One of the most well-known writers of Indian literature, 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay, is praised for his perceptive 

storytelling and realistic depictions of societal situations. His 

1914 book "Parinita,” one of his major works of literature, is 

noteworthy. The book, which is set in late 19th-century 

Bengal, examines the lives of people who are bound in a 

complicated web of social norms, gender roles, and shifting 

socio-cultural realities.  

 

India was going through a significant era of social and 

political change in the final decades of the 19th century. The 

fight for independence, the emergence of separatist groups, 

and the challenging of accepted social standards all occurred 

during this period. In this environment, Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's "Parinita" stands out as a fundamental 

literary masterpiece that catches the spirit of the time and 

illuminates the shifting goals and difficulties that people, 

particularly women, must overcome.  

 

The story of "Parinita" is gripping and weaves together 

themes of empowerment, love, marriage, and social 

expectations. The book dives deeply through the daily affairs 

of its protagonists, examining their conflicts, aspirations, and 

difficulties that characterised Bengali society and culture of 

the final decades of the 19th century. These issues are 

vividly brought to life, and readers are drawn into the 

complex world Chattopadhyay has created, thanks in large 

part to Chattopadhyay's abilities in storytelling and narrative 

tactics.  

 

Chattopadhyay, a writer renowned for his keen observations 

and comprehensive knowledge of human psychology, uses a 

variety of storytelling strategies to illustrate the complexity 

of his characters' relationships with one another. The wider 

literary effect of "Parinita" is influenced by the author's 

choice of narrative viewpoint, the overall framework of the 

story, the growth of the characters, the subject investigation, 

and the utilisation of vocabulary and conversation.  

 

grasp Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's use of storytelling and 

narrative devices in "Parinita" can help readers have a better 

grasp of his writing style and the Bengali socio-cultural 

environment of the late 19th century. A thorough analysis 

concerning the novel's stylistic merits and its relevance 

within the larger framework of Indian literature is possible 

through an analysis of the narrative decisions utilised by 

Chattopadhyay, featuring the historical viewpoint, point of 

outlook, construction, characterisation, themes, and 

language.  

 

This thesis seeks to advance our understanding of Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay's storytelling abilities by analysing 

the narrative devices and storytelling strategies in "Parinita.” 

It also seeks to add to the body of knowledge already 

available on the author's works. An in-depth knowledge of 

"Parinita" and its place in the Indian literary scene of the late 

19th century may be gained by analysing the novel's 

narrative strategies, which will provide light on the novel's 

plot development, character representation, and subject 

elaboration.  

 

1.2 Research Objectives 

 

a) To evaluate the narrative viewpoint used in "Parinita" 

along with its effects on how the target audience 

perceives and interacts with the novel.  

b) To examine the story's overall structure, including its use 

of scenes from the past, foreshadowing, and both 

traditional and unconventional storytelling approaches, 
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and to assess how well these elements contribute to the 

plot and the audience's experience.  

c) To investigate the traits strategies used by Chattopadhyay 

in "Parinita,” concentrating on the growth of the central 

character and the other cast members, and analysing the 

variety and richness of their psychological 

characterisations.  

d) The key concepts and aspects in the book, which include 

romance, wedlock, gender stereotypes, being 

empowered, socioeconomic actualities, and injustice, 

should be noted and examined, along with the 

storytelling devices that are used to weave these topics 

into the plot.  

e) To look at how phrases and dialogue are used in 

"Parinita,” examining how language is used to portray 

emotions, cultural background, and advancement of 

characters, and assessing how speech affects the story 

and sheds light on the characters.  

f) To evaluate the representational components and motifs 

found in the narrative's structure, such as repeating 

images, metaphors, and illustrations, and how they 

contribute to the story's entire thematic effect.  

g) To analyse the storytelling and narrative strategies used 

by Chattopadhyay in "Parinita" critically, taking into 

account how well they engage the reader, get the point 

through, and enhance the literary quality of the book as a 

whole.  

h) To examine any associations or deviations from the 

time's preeminent aesthetic tendencies nd place the 

narrative strategies and storytelling into the larger 

sociocultural and literary milieu of late 19th-century 

India.  

i) To add to the established intellectual debates on Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay's writings, especially "Parinita,” 

by giving a thorough examination of the narrative tactics 

and imaginative storytelling utilized in the book as well 

as fresh perspectives on their meaning and influence. In 

order to encourage future researchers to look more 

deeply into this element of Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's intellectual achievements, we will.  

j) Make suggestions for other research pathways and 

examine prospective topics of study relating to the 

narrative strategies and oral communication in Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay's compositions.  

 

These study goals offer a precise framework for looking at 

and evaluating the storytelling and narrative devices used by 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay in "Parinita.” They seek to 

add to the corpus of knowledge on Chattopadhyay's exists 

by shedding light on the artistic merits underlying the novel 

and revealing the subtleties of his plotting artistry.  

 

1.3 Significance of the Study 

 

The importance of this investigation of the storytelling and 

narrative devices utilised by Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's 

"Parinita" rests in its contribution to the comprehension and 

enjoyment of the book as a literary masterpiece. This study 

clarifies the nuances of storytelling and how it affects every 

aspect of the reading confront by scrutinising the author's 

dramatic choices and strategies.  

 

First off, this research offers a thorough examination of the 

narrative overall view and viewpoint used in "Parinita.” The 

study exposes how these decisions impact the reader's 

involvement with the tale and affect their view of the 

characters and events by studying one's a historical context, 

either the first-person PO or third-person, and the viewpoint 

of the narrator and dependability.  

 

Second, understanding how the author uses both 

conventional and unconventional frameworks of narrative, 

nightmares, and foreshadowing tactics to build tension, 

express sentiments, and contribute depth to the storyline is 

gained through analysing the overall structure of the story 

and chronologically in "Parinita.” Our enjoyment of the plot 

progression and overall effect of the work on the reader is 

enhanced when we comprehend the effects of these narrative 

decisions.  

 

This research also examines the characterisation and how 

characters grow in "Parinita,” investigating the strategies 

used by Chattopadhyay to produce likeable, multifaceted 

characters. The research emphasises the author's skill in 

creating realistic and complex characters by dissecting the 

characters' dynamic and static characteristics as well as their 

innermost psychological depth, which makes the story more 

engaging and immersive.  

 

A fuller comprehension of the sociocultural setting of late 

19th-century India is possible thanks to the investigation of 

thoughts in addition to allusions in "Parinita.” The research 

illustrates how Chattopadhyay uses narrative approaches to 

address and question prevailing society norms by looking at 

subjects like romantic liaisons, marriages, sexual orientation, 

and cultural and socioeconomic disparities. This provides 

valuable insight into the plight of people and the intricacies 

of social dynamics.  

 

This study also takes into account the conversation and 

language in "Parinita.” It reveals the degrees of complexity 

and nuance in the persons' interactions, strengthening our 

knowledge of the reasons behind their actions and 

connections, by examining the function of wordplay as an 

instrument for conveying sensations, socioeconomic 

circumstances, and geographic variances.  

 

Overall, the importance of this work resides in its 

effectiveness in understanding and analysing "Parinita" as an 

outstanding work of literature. This research sheds light on 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's use of storytelling and 

narrative devices, revealing the skill and workmanship that 

went into creating the novel. Our comprehension of the 

creator's narrative decisions, character development, topic 

investigation, and language strategies is deepened. As a 

result, our reading experience is enhanced, and we gain a 

stronger respect for this important piece of literature. 

 

2. Methodology 
 

2.1 Research Design 

 

 The inquiry into and interpretation of the works of 

literature will be the main emphasis of the method of 

qualitative investigation for this thesis.  
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 To evaluate the narrative strategies and storytelling 

tactics used by Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay in 

"Parinita,” the research will use a close reading strategy.  

 

2.2 Data Collection 

 

 The work of fiction 'Parinita' by Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay will serve as the main source of 

information for this study.  

 The book will be read several times in order to get a 

thorough knowledge of the author's use of tale and 

literary strategies.  

 

2.3 Data Analysis 

 

 The analysis entails a thorough investigation of the 

story's structure, themes, language, characters, and other 

elements, as well as its narrative viewpoint, point of 

view, and other elements.  

 To determine the narrative strategies used by 

Chattopadhyay, the researcher will carefully examine a 

number of instances, situations, and volumes.  

 Analysis of comparison may be utilised to look at how 

the novel's various narrative methods compare and 

contrast with one another.  

 

2.4 Theoretical Framework 

 

 In order to analyse literary works and use narrative 

strategies, the study will make use of pertinent literary 

concepts and thoughts.  

 The investigation and analysis of the novel will be 

influenced by philosophical frameworks including 

literary criticism, character theory, and narrative 

concept.  

 

2.5 Ethical Considerations 

 

 In order to maintain scholarly integrity and appropriate 

use of the originating material, ethical issues shall be 

taken into view.  

 Every reference reviewed during the analysis process 

will be properly cited and referenced.  

 

2.6 Limitations 

 

 The evaluation of Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's 

"Parinita" shall be the exclusive focus of the study.  

 The research's interpretations and conclusions will be 

dependent on the researcher's evaluation and 

comprehension of the book, which may to some extent 

be subjective.  

 

2.7 Significance:  

 

 The research results will further our understanding of 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's "Parinita" and its 

narrative devices.  

 The study could shed light on the author's aesthetic 

decisions, storytelling techniques, and how these affect 

the reading experience as a whole.  

 

2.8 Research Challenges:  

 

In-depth textual evaluation, understanding the author's 

objectives, and guaranteeing the objectivity of the study 

while acknowledging the biases associated with 

interpretation of literature are just a few of the difficulties 

that could come up during the research phase.  

 

2.9 Research Timeline:  

 

The many steps of the method of study, such as data 

collecting, analysing, decoding, and paper writing, will be 

outlined in a specified chronology.  

 

2.10 Dissemination of Findings:  

 

The finished thesis, which will be distributed to educational 

those and maybe put out on pertinent scholarly gadgets, will 

present and disseminate the study conclusions.  

 

3. Narrative Perspective and Point of View 
 

3.1 Narrative Perspective: First-person vs. Third-person 

 

The decision to use of narrative viewpoint in Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's "Parinita" has a big impact on how the 

reader feels and comprehension of the story. The topic of 

this chapter emphasises the narrative viewpoint used by 

Chattopadhyay in "Parinita,” notably on the contrast among 

the first-person and third-person narrative views, and how it 

affects the telling of the story and reader involvement.  

 

First-person Narrative Perspective  
The first-person narrative viewpoint is used by Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay in "Parinita" to provide readers a 

thorough knowledge of the protagonist's mental and 

emotional states. By adopting this viewpoint, the inside of 

the narrator takes on the role of an observer in the narrative 

and shares their own views and ideas. Readers can feel 

closer to the protagonist by being immersed in his or her 

experiential vantage point view, which Chattopadhyay does 

by putting them in the story.  

 

Readers may explore the protagonist's inner world in 

"Parinita" through to the use of the first-person perspective, 

which gives them access to their aspirations, anxieties, and 

dreams. Readers have access to the character's private 

thoughts and difficulties through the narrator's voice, which 

heightens the story's feeling of sincerity and dramatic 

relevance. Through the use of this storytelling approach, 

readers are better able to connect emotionally with the 

protagonist and become more invested in their journey.  

 

Additionally, the first-person viewpoint in "Parinita" is used 

as a narrative device to emphasise the protagonist's 

development and change. Readers become deeply immersed 

in the character's development as they see the world filtered 

through the narrator's gazes, seeing their shifting 

perspectives and attitudes. This narrative device enables a 

subtle examination of the protagonist's growth, offering 

insights into their inner struggles and the outside forces that 

influence their perspective.  
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The first-person vantage point aids in the novel's thematic 

investigation. Chattopadhyay encourages readers to critically 

consider the standards of society that the protagonist must 

contend with by placing them in the protagonist's position. 

Readers obtain a fuller grasp of the complexity of gender 

roles, societal dynamics, and the restrictions placed on 

women at that time throughout the narrator's findings and 

remarks. Thus, the first-person viewpoint transforms into a 

tool for social criticism, encouraging readers to query 

established conventions and take other options into 

consideration.  

 

In conclusion, by giving readers a close and personal 

connection to the protagonist, the first-person narrative 

approach in "Parinita" improves their involvement with the 

story. It enables a more thorough investigation of the 

character's innermost life, development, and change. 

Additionally, this storytelling method provides a forum for 

social criticism and encourages a critical analysis of cultural 

conventions. The storyline in 'Parinita' is enhanced by 

Chattopadhyay's skilful utilisation of the first-person 

perspective, which also adds to the novel's overall impact.  

.  

Third-person Narrative Perspective  

'Parinita' by Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay uses a variety of 

narrative vantage points to improve the storytelling and 

affect the reader's experience. In several parts of the book, 

the first-person narrative standpoint is used, giving readers a 

close connection to the protagonist's thoughts, feelings, and 

experiences. Readers can better comprehend the narrator's 

motivations and struggles because to the first-person 

perspective's direct access to the character's inner life. By 

making the reader feel close to and personally connected to 

the protagonist, this storytelling style helps the reader 

empathise with and get more engaged with the narrative.  

 

A third-person external narrator tells the story of "Parinita" 

from a more neutral perspective, watching and describing 

the individuals and events without being personally 

involved. This viewpoint provides a wider vision of the tale 

and enables readers to comprehend the whole narrative, 

including other characters' viewpoints and experiences, more 

thoroughly. The third-person viewpoint gives the reader a 

sense of remoteness and enables them to evaluate the 

individuals and their decisions from a distance.  

 

3.2 Point of View: Narrator's Position and Reliability  

 

The narrator's dependability and believability are also 

impacted by the decision of dramatic perspective view in 

"Parinita.” The narrator's subjective point of view in the 

first-person parts is influenced by their own prejudices, 

perceptions, and constraints. As readers see events as seen 

by the protagonist's eyes, this subjectivity gives the story 

depth, but it also forces readers to evaluate the narrator's 

point of view and doubt their objectivity.  

 

The third-person narrative perspective, on the other hand, 

offers a more impartial vision. The external narrator keeps 

some separation from each individual while providing a fair 

depiction of their motivations and actions. This objectivity 

promotes a critical and more analytical reading experience 

by allowing readers to develop their own views of the 

characters and events.  

 

3.3. Effect of Narrative Perspective and Point of View on 

the Story The narrative 

 

The novel's overall impression is influenced by the methods 

used in "Parinita" to use several viewpoints and distinct 

points of view. A closer sense of connection between readers 

and the protagonist is made possible by the first-person 

perspective. It enables readers to personally feel the 

protagonist's development, hardships, and victories. This 

method is very useful for illustrating the internal conflicts 

and complexity of the primary character, which helps 

readers better comprehend their journey.  

 

The third-person viewpoint, in contrast, gives a broad 

picture of the tale, giving readers a more thorough 

comprehension of the story's larger socio-cultural 

background. It enables a thorough investigation of the 

viewpoints, motives, and interactions of many individuals. 

This strategy enables readers to examine the activities of the 

characters within a larger context and allows for a 

sophisticated picture of social relations.  

 

Overall, Chattopadhyay's usage of narrative viewpoint and 

point of view in "Parinita" enhances the tale by providing 

various depths of understanding and captivating readers in 

various ways. By allowing readers to explore the characters' 

inner lives, examine their outward situations, and critically 

assess the socio-cultural context in which the tale takes 

place, these narrative methods add to the novel's overall 

efficacy.  

 

3.4 Impact on Storytelling and Reader Engagement  

 

The reader's involvement in the narrative and sense of 

connection to the characters are influenced by the decision to 

utilise first-person and third-person narrative viewpoints. In 

"Parinita,” the first-person narrative offers a more in-depth 

examination of the protagonist's innate life, allowing readers 

to identify with her challenges and feelings. It increases the 

story's emotional impact by giving the reader a sense of 

proximity and individual engagement. Contrarily, the third-

person viewpoint enables a more dispassionate analysis of 

the plot points and their relationships with one another, 

resulting in a deeper comprehension of the interpersonal 

relationships and complexity inside the story.  

 

The narrative viewpoint also has an impact on how 

trustworthy the readers' information is. In a first-person 

narrative, prejudice or constrained perspectives may be 

introduced since what happens undergoes filtering via the 

narrator's subjective lens. The third-person viewpoint, on the 

other hand, presents a more unbiased picture of the incident, 

giving readers a fair and unbiased description of what 

happened.  

 

The author's capacity to divulge information, create 

suspense, and manage the narrative flow is also impacted by 

the narrative viewpoint. The decision to switch between 

first-person and third-person points of view affects the plot's 
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development, the way secrets are exposed, and how readers 

understand the characters' intentions and behaviour.  

 

In general, the narrative perspective—whether first-or third-

person—plays a crucial part in forming the storytelling in 

"Parinita" and affecting reader involvement. It influences 

how close readers are to their characters and their 

observations, how objective they are, and how much insight 

they have. Readers are drawn into the complexity of the 

story and are better able to comprehend the ideas and 

messages that are expressed throughout the narrative 

because to Chattopadhyay's thoughtful decision to use 

narrative viewpoint.  

 

The following section contributes to a thorough 

investigation of Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's narrative 

strategies and storytelling by analysing the narrative 

viewpoint in "Parinita.” It emphasises the role that narrative 

perspective plays in influencing reader reaction and 

underlines how well the author uses a variety of narrative 

viewpoints to express the subtleties of the story. 

 

4. Narrative Structure and Chronology 
 

4.1 Linear vs. Non-linear Narrative Structures  

 

a) Linear Narrative Structure:  

A narratives set events are presented in a chronological and 

progressive sequence in an orderly framework, progressing 

from the very start to the finish. This common pattern, used 

by Chattopadhyay in "Parinita,” makes it simple for the 

reader to comprehend the circumstances as they unfold 

logically. A clear cause-and-effect link is established by the 

author by using a linear narrative framework, where each 

occurrence directly affects the ones that come after it. This 

cause-and-effect arrangement produces a feeling of 

consistency and clarity that enables the reader to 

comprehend the plot's development and the effects that 

result from the characters' decisions.  

 

i. Coherence and Clarity:  

The tale of "Parinita" is coherent and understandable 

because to its linear narrative framework. The author makes 

sure that audiences are able to effortlessly follow the 

development of the story and understand the links between 

various narrative parts by describing events in order of 

occurrence. This organisation makes it easier for the reader 

to follow the characters' growth, motives, and outcomes of 

decisions. The linear narrative form, therefore, increases 

readers' interest in the novel and allows them to emotionally 

invest in the characters' travels.  

 

ii. Deeper Engagement with Characters and 

Development:  

The linear format of "Parinita" enables a more in-depth 

understanding of the leads and their growth. Readers may 

see the characters' development, experiences, and changes as 

the events take place in chronological sequence. This flow 

enables readers to identify with the characters, identify with 

their difficulties, and recognise the nuanced nature of their 

personalities. Chattopadhyay gives readers a thorough grasp 

of the character development by using a linear narrative 

format, which enables readers to comprehend the motives, 

wants, and conflicts of the characters on a deeper level.  

 

Readers may also see the cause-and-effect connections that 

exist between the characters' activities and the events they 

encounter because to the linear framework. This storytelling 

strategy places more emphasis on the effects of their 

choices, which increases readers' interest in the characters' 

outcomes. The linear narrative form strengthens the readers' 

attachment to the story and motivates them to actively 

engage in the developing events by creating a clear 

relationship between actions and results.  

 

Chattopadhyay uses a linear narrative style in "Parinita,” 

describing the events in an ordered manner from start to 

finish. With cohesiveness, brevity, and an unambiguous the 

relationship between cause and link, this traditional 

storytelling method makes it simple for readers to follow the 

plot's development. By allowing readers to follow the 

characters' development and understand the effects of their 

decisions, the linear framework encourages a closer 

connection with the characters. By employing a linear 

narrative format, Chattopadhyay is able to thoroughly 

engross readers in the global context of "Parinita,” 

enhancing their knowledge of the characters' travels and 

building a stronger emotional connection.  

 

b) Non-linear Narrative Structure:  

The presentation of events in a non-chronological or 

fragmented sequence deviates from the traditional linear 

development in a non-linear narrative framework. In 

"Parinita,” Chattopadhyay expertly makes use of this non-

linear framework to produce a story with several 

dimensions. The author enhances the reader's 

comprehension of the characters' behaviour, options, and 

interpersonal connections by subtly inserting flashbacks into 

the story.  

 

i. Flashbacks:  

A crucial non-linear storytelling device used by 

Chattopadhyay in "Parinita" is the use of flashbacks. The 

author transports the audience back in time by using 

flashbacks to share important moments and recollections 

from the pasts of the characters. These flashbacks frequently 

offer insight on the characters' desires, difficulties, and 

emotional landscapes, enabling readers to more fully 

understand their current behaviour.  

 

The flashbacks in "Parinita" serve a number of functions. By 

presenting justifications for the characters' beliefs, wants, 

and anxieties, they give perspective to their current 

situations. Readers may make connections and comprehend 

the nuances of the personality traits and interpersonal 

interactions thanks to the historical peeks. The novel's 

themes—such as social norms, love, and the influence of 

previous events on present choices—are further developed 

through the use of flashbacks.  

 

Flashbacks are masterfully used by Chattopadhyay, resulting 

in a seamless connection from the past and present-day 

events. The tale flows naturally since the changes in time are 

smoothly transitioned. The author carefully positions the 

flashbacks inside the story such that they improve the 
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reader's understanding and feelings associated with the 

characters.  

 

ii. Engaging the Reader:  

Readers are encouraged to actively participate in the story 

because of the non-linear style of narration, notably because 

of the usage of flashbacks. As readers put the pieces together 

and discover the links between the shards, the disjointed 

depiction of the events piques their interest and excitement. 

This interaction encourages readers to consider the story 

from several angles and to put effort into deciphering the 

characters' motives and actions.  

 

Additionally, the non-linear form avoids a predictable plot 

by challenging readers' beliefs and expectations. It 

encourages a deeper examination of the characters' 

behaviours and the social environment in which they 

function by challenging readers to consider the cause-and-

effect connection between occurrences. The complexity and 

depth of "Parinita" are better understood thanks to this 

engaging reading experience.  

 

In "Parinita,” Chattopadhyay improves the storyline by 

utilising a non-linear narrative framework, particularly by 

incorporating flashbacks. For a greater understanding of the 

characters' actions and choices in the present, the flashbacks 

reveal the characters' earlier experiences, drives, and 

emotional landscapes. The non-linear format adds depth and 

complexity to the tale by requiring readers to take a more 

active role in their interpretation, so boosting the novel's 

overall effect. As evidence of Chattopadhyay's skill of 

storytelling and narrative tactics, the seamless incorporation 

of flashbacks into the plot adds to "Parinita's" enduring 

appeal.  

 

iii. Impact of Narrative Structure on Reader 

Engagement:  

A dynamic reading experience that strikes a balance between 

familiarity and curiosity is created by the interaction that 

exists between linear and non-linear narrative forms of 

"Parinita.” The linear framework is cleverly used by 

Chattopadhyay to provide readers a solid foundation and 

help them relate to the personalities and their adventures. 

The non-linear components simultaneously disturb the linear 

trend, arousing interest and encouraging engagement. 

Readers participate in a multidimensional investigation of 

the characters that are used their motives, and the larger 

societal environment as a result of the interweaving of 

various structures, which enhances their understanding of 

the tale.  

 

A dynamic reading adventure that strikes a balance between 

familiarity and curiosity is created by the interaction that 

exists between linear and non-linear report forms of 

"Parinita.” The linear framework is cleverly used by 

Chattopadhyay to provide readers a solid foundation and 

help them relate to the personalities and their adventures. 

The non-linear components simultaneously disturb the linear 

trend, arousing interest and encouraging engagement. 

Readers participate in a multidimensional investigation of 

the characters that are used their motives, and the larger 

societal environment as a result of the interweaving of 

various structures, which enhances their understanding of 

the tale.  

 

The timeline and narrative organisation of "Parinita" 

demonstrate Chattopadhyay's mastery of narrative strategies. 

The contrast between linear and non-linear storytelling styles 

gives the book depth, complexity, and interest. The non-

linear sections give insights and prompt reader interpretation 

while the linear framework offers clarity and cohesion. 

Readers may fully immerse within the world of "Parinita" 

and fully grasp the subtleties of the characters they meet and 

their tales thanks to the interaction between these forms, 

which produces a rich and fluid narrative experience.  

 

4.2 Flashbacks and Foreshadowing 

 

In "Parinita,” Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay uses the literary 

devices of flashbacks and foreshadowing to give the story 

depth, tension, and complexity. Using these strategies, the 

author can change the order of events, giving readers a look 

into the past and a hint at what's to come. Flashbacks and 

foreshadowing are used by Chattopadhyay to strengthen the 

narrative structure, hold the reader's attention, and provide 

insights into the character' motives and the broader meaning 

of the story.  

 

Flashbacks are narrative passages that take the listener back 

in time to describe things that happened before the story's 

present timeline. Flashbacks are expertly used by 

Chattopadhyay in "Parinita" to give background knowledge, 

expose human histories, we and offer justifications for the 

current situation. Readers' engagement with the story is 

heightened as a result of these historical hints because they 

are better able to comprehend the characters' goals, 

problems, and connections. By stressing how previous 

events have influenced the characters' present decisions and 

actions, Chattopadhyay enhances the story by establishing a 

feeling of continuity and connectivity across the previous era 

and the present.  

 

Contrarily, foreshadowing entails the use of subtly hinting at 

or hinting at upcoming occurrences or happenings in the 

tale. Foreshadowing is judiciously used by Chattopadhyay 

throughout "Parinita" to arouse the reader's interest and 

foster suspense. Readers can make predictions about 

potential events because of these storytelling techniques' 

ability to evoke a sense of dread or expectancy. By hinting at 

important plot developments or character disclosures, 

Chattopadhyay adds depth to the story, quietly influencing 

readers' views and giving the narrative consistency.  

 

By enhancing the narrative construction and expanding the 

reader's comprehension of the leads and their motivations, 

both past and future recollections add to the overall effect of 

"Parinita.” By highlighting the connection between past and 

current events and influencing the characters' decisions and 

actions, they heighten the sense of authenticity in the tale. 

Readers are able to form more intimate feelings with each 

character and a clearer understanding of the narrative's 

overarching themes and messages because to 

Chattopadhyay's skilful use of these approaches.  
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In conclusion, Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's mastery of 

storytelling is demonstrated by his use of both 

foreshadowing and flashbacks in "Parinita.” By revealing 

details about the backstories, motives, and connections of 

the characters, these strategies enhance the storyline. 

Flashbacks take readers back in time and shed light on the 

events that shaped the characters' current predicament, while 

foreshadowing builds suspense and gives the story more 

complexity. By using these narrative strategies, 

Chattopadhyay strengthens the overall effect of "Parinita,” 

engrossing readers and encouraging them to delve deeper 

into the many layers of the tale.  

 

4.3 Impact of Narrative Structure on Reader 

Engagement 

 

A literary work's narrative structure has a significant impact 

on reader involvement and how they experience the piece as 

a whole. In the instance of Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's 

"Parinita,” the author's choice of narrative structure has a 

considerable influence on how readers relate to the 

characters, understand the storyline, and become engrossed 

in the tale.  

In order to increase reader engagement, Chattopadhyay 

expertly crafts the narrative of "Parinita" utilising a blend of 

both non-linear and linear storytelling strategies. The 

narrative develops chronologically, giving events in an order 

of significance that makes it simple for listeners to follow 

the plot's development. Because of the consistency and 

clarity this linear framework offers, readers may get a clear 

understanding of how the story develops.  

 

To add both complexity and depth to the storyline, 

Chattopadhyay often uses non-linear narrative methods like 

flashbacks and foreshadowing. Readers' comprehension of 

characters' actions and choices in the present is enriched by 

flashbacks because they provide snippets of their former 

motives and experiences. These chronological alterations in 

the story add to the plot's complexity and build tension and 

nervousness, which keeps readers interested and encourages 

them to keep reading.  

 

Beyond only the order of events, the narrative structure has 

an effect on reader involvement. It affects the narrative's 

tempo by bringing the reader's attention to key moments of 

excitement, climax, and resolution. In order to balance 

tension and resolve, Chattopadhyay deftly scatters key 

events and disclosures across the story. Readers are drawn 

into the plot and anxiously flip the pages to find out what 

will happen next thanks to the skilfully constructed 

framework.  

 

The main figures and supporting characters in "Parinita" are 

also characterised in part by the novel's narrative framework. 

Readers may better relate to characters by learning more 

about their complexity and inner workings through the order 

and sequencing of events, as Chattopadhyay does. Readers' 

feeling of compassion and sympathy are increased when 

their own experiences and connections are gradually 

revealed, which strengthens their connection to the 

characters' adventures and tribulations.  

 

The narrative format also affects the novel's thematic 

investigation. The selected framework is used by 

Chattopadhyay to examine subjects including love, 

marriage, expectations from society, and gender roles. The 

author emphasises the societal limitations encountered by 

the fictional characters and offers insights into the 

difficulties they experience by carefully positioning events 

and using flashbacks. This storytelling strategy encourages 

readers to ponder these ideas and their applicability in the 

bigger picture on their own people's lives, thus increasing 

their interest in the tale.  

 

In conclusion,”Parinita's" narrative structure greatly affects 

reader involvement by giving the plot a cogent and engaging 

foundation. A compelling reading experience is produced 

through Chattopadhyay's combination of both traditional and 

non-traditional literary strategies, as well as well-timed 

tension and character disclosures. The well planned 

progression of events and the thematic analysis strengthen 

reader identification with those involved and promote 

contemplation. Readers' appreciation of the author's skill and 

the general enjoyment of "Parinita" are enhanced when they 

comprehend the significance of the narrative structure. 

 

5. Characterisation and Character 

Development 
 

5.1 Protagonist and Supporting Characters 
 

The author of "Parinita,” Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay, 

deftly creates a variety of characters that are essential to 

moving the story forward and expressing the book's 

underlying ideas. The examination of relationship, marriage, 

roles of gender, and social expectations is made possible by 

the leading lady, Parinita, and the other team everyone 

involved. They also provide a glimpse into the social 

environment of late 19th-century India.  

 

(a) Parinita: The Main Character The main character of 

thebook, Parinita, through a dramatic shift during the plot. 

Parinita's journey evolves as she pursues knowledge, 

freedom, and agency. She is first presented as a young lady 

who is denied formal schooling because of her gender. 

Parinita's inner struggle, ambitions, and goals are skillfully 

portrayed by Chattopadhyay, who also emphasises her will 

to defy expectations of women and achieve her objectives. 

As the story goes on, Parinita transforms into a 

representation of empowerment, showing the possibilities 

for individual growth and overcoming gender stereotypes.  

i. Initial Representation and Struggle: Parinita is shown 

as a young lady who is denied formal schooling at the 

start of the book solely due to her gender. Her first 

portrayal foreshadows the difficulties she would 

encounter as she pursues education, freedom, and 

agency. To contextualise Parinita's situation, 

Chattopadhyay deftly highlights the cultural limitations 

imposed by women in late 19th-century India.  

ii. A Quest for Education: As Parinita sets out on a 

personal quest to pursue education and overcome the 

constraints placed on women by society, her journey 

takes shape. Chattopadhyay develops her persona with a 

strong commitment to defying convention, demonstrating 

her quest for personal development. Her larger desire for 
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empowerment on a personal and societal level might be 

compared to the pursuit of knowledge.  

iii. Inner Turmoil and Aspirations: The contradiction 

between Parinita's objectives and society standards 

causes her to struggle inside while she pursues her 

education. Parinita's inner issues are expertly explored by 

Chattopadhyay, who also skillfully captures the internal 

conflict, uncertainty, and hesitations that she experiences. 

Her journey becomes even more accessible to the readers 

as a result of the emotional depth that lends a humanising 

factor to her character.  

iv. Symbolism of Empowerment: Parinita's development 

into an independent person as the story goes on becomes 

more and more obvious. She becomes a role model for 

women in her day and beyond because of her 

commitment to learn more and exercise her 

independence. By using her portrayal as a catalyst for 

greater societal change, Chattopadhyay successfully 

persuades readers to question the existing quo and 

imagine a society where women may realise their full 

potential.  

v. Impact on the Narrative: The narrative is propelled by 

Parinita's development, which gives the tale depth and 

complexity. Her interactions with the other characters, 

especially Giribala and Satish, provided insight into the 

values and expectations that prevailed in late the era of 

nineteenth India. Chattopadhyay creates a gripping story 

through her challenges and victories that examines 

gender roles, social expectations, and the desire of 

personal development.  

vi. Reader Engagement: Readers are cognitively and 

emotionally engaged by Parinita's personal journey and 

her will to defy social standards. As a result,”Parinita" 

becomes an engrossing and insightful literary work in 

which readers feel concerned in how she acts and the 

novel's larger issues.  

vii. Parinita's persona from "Parinita" is a well-known 

representation of emancipation and personal 

development. In order to vividly depict her development, 

Chattopadhyay masterfully uses narrative strategies and 

storytelling, engrossing the audience in a journey of 

personal growth and societal evolution. The novel makes 

an important factor contributing to Indian literature and 

serves as an everlasting source of inspiration for future 

generations by depicting Parinita's fight for education 

and independence. This transforms the novel into a 

timeless testament to the value of education and the 

capacity of individuals to confront and overcome societal 

barriers.  

 

 (b) Giribala: Giribala, who serves as the protagonist 

Parinita’sopposing force, is a key figure in Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's "Parinita.” The cousin and cherished friend 

of Parinita, Giribala, is a prime example of the demands 

placed on women in late 19th-century India in terms of 

conventional values and behaviour. Through the prism of 

her character, the difficulties experienced by women divided 

between the expectations of society and personal aspirations 

are analysed, as well as the complexity of social 

conditioning.  

 

Giribala is shown as that of a young woman who is firmly 

rooted in the cultural norms and practices of her community. 

She supports the traditional gender roles that restrict 

women's freedom and possibilities as well as the notion of 

male authority. Her outlook on life and love reflects the 

customary thinking of the time, when a woman's 

responsibilities were mostly limited to domestic duties and 

abiding by the mold of her social and familial circle.  

 

The story looks into the nuances of cultural conditioning and 

its effect on individuals via Giribala's encounters with 

Parinita. While Parinita wants to freedom and education, 

Giribala is a perfect example of the psychological struggles 

that occur when someone attempts to defy social convention. 

She represents the conflict experienced by a woman who is 

divided between acting on her true emotions and not 

upsetting the status quo. Giribala's character serves as an 

example of the difficulties experienced by people who dare 

to go against social norms since she struggles between her 

devotion to her family and her desire for personal 

satisfaction.  

 

Moreover, Giribala's character offers a compelling reflection 

on the psychological implications of societal conditioning. 

Her hesitance to embrace change and her adherence to 

traditional values signify the profound influence of social 

norms on individual choices and aspirations. Chattopadhyay 

expertly portrays the inner conflict experienced by Giribala, 

which adds depth and complexity to her character and brings 

out the broader theme of the struggle for autonomy within a 

conservative social framework.  

 

Giribala's relationship with Parinita further highlights the 

contrasting paths that women of that time could take. While 

Parinita strives for education, self-empowerment, and 

agency, Giribala's character embodies the challenges that 

women faced when they tried to follow similar paths. The 

dynamics between the two characters also illustrate the 

diverse responses women had towards societal expectations-

some conforming, while others challenging the norm.  

 

As the competing force in "Parinita,” Giribala is an iconic 

figure who personifies the cultural aspirations and traditional 

norms that prevailed in India in the late 19th century. Her 

function as a counterpoint to Parinita's highlights the 

psychological conflicts experienced by women who are 

pulled between society expectations and their own goals for 

autonomy and satisfaction. Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay 

provides a nuanced analysis of the difficulties faced by 

women as they attempted to break away from traditional 

gender norms as well as the influence of social conditioning 

on personal choices and goals through the figure of Giribala. 

The novel's thematic study of intimacy, marriage, gender 

norms, and social standards in a conservative culture is 

elevated by this representation, which gives the tale more 

depth.  

 

a) Satish: In Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's "Parinita,” 

Satish, the love interest of Parinita the titular character, is a 

pivotal character in examining the dynamics of romance, 

union, and the social expectations put on people in a 

patriarchal culture. Satish's character is expertly crafted by 

Chattopadhyay to illustrate the difficulties and tensions that 

result from the collision of personal preferences and social 

expectations.  

Paper ID: SR231205234128 DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.21275/SR231205234128 705 



International Journal of Science and Research (IJSR) 
ISSN: 2319-7064 

SJIF (2022): 7.942 

Volume 12 Issue 12, December 2023 

www.ijsr.net 
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY 

At first, Satish is drawn to Parinita's purity and simplicity, 

which correspond to the traditional ideas of femininity that 

were prominent in the culture at the time. But as the 

narrative develops, Satish struggles with his own biases 

towards women and the roles that are expected of them. 

Through Satish's persona, Chattopadhyay illuminates the 

social norms and biases that are strongly rooted, particularly 

those that relate to women's responsibilities in relationships 

as well as marriages.  

 

Chattopadhyay uses Satish's internal conflicts as a means of 

examining the difficulties surrounding getting married and 

falling in love in a patriarchal society. His persona stands for 

the tension between individual goals and accepted norms. 

Satish struggles between the need to uphold traditional 

gender norms and family expectations and his sincere love 

for Parinita. This internal struggle highlights the difficulties 

experienced by those who want to defy social rules and go 

with their own inclinations.  

 

Additionally, Chattopadhyay uses Satish's character 

development as a lens through which to study the social 

norms that limit human freedom and obstruct the quest of 

pleasure. The novel's overarching topic of social change and 

the progressive change in perceptions regarding sex roles 

and interactions is reflected in Satish's development and 

transformation throughout. His struggles and subsequent 

understanding help the story's examination of the importance 

of having personal agency and of being able to acknowledge 

one's own wants in the face of social constraints.  

 

The way Chattopadhyay presents Satish's character is 

improved by his storytelling strategies. The author gives 

readers a glimpse into Satish's inner struggles and emotional 

journey through evocative descriptions, reflective sections, 

and dialogue. Readers may understand the subtleties of 

Satish's ideas and the difficulties he encounters while 

juggling his own wishes and those of society thanks to the 

language and conversation used in the book.  

 

Overall, Satish's character plays a significant role in 

"Parinita,”symbolising the social norms and biases that were 

prevalent at the time. In order to examine the difficulties of 

romance, wedded bliss, and societal expectations in a 

patriarchal society, Chattopadhyay makes use of Satish's 

character. The author illuminates the tensions between 

personal ambitions and society's norms, and he also 

addresses the growing dynamics of bonds given the 

backdrop of shifting social conventions, by depicting his 

own battles and ultimate maturation. Satish's character 

highlights the complex emotional and social factors that 

impact the lives of the individuals in "Parinita,” adding 

depth and dimension to the story.  

 

b) Others: Community and Family Close relatives, 

companions, and ordinary people of society make up the 

supporting cast in "Parinita,” and they all add to the story's 

complex tapestry. The traditional forces that uphold gender 

norms and cultural expectations are represented by Parinita's 

family, notably by her uncle and aunt. Their beliefs and 

deeds influence Parinita's challenges and serve as a backdrop 

for her development as a person and empowerment.  

 

Additionally, Chattopadhyay introduces a number of 

characters from diverse socioeconomic classes, each of 

whom represents a variety of viewpoints and experiences. 

The disparities, biases, and power dynamics that 

characterised Indian society in the late 19th century were 

exposed by these personalities, who also offered insight on 

the sociocultural realities of the period. The exchanges 

involving Parinita and these auxiliary figures further the 

theme of societal change and gender, marriage, and love.  

Through the effective portrayal of the protagonist, Parinita, 

and the supporting characters, Chattopadhyay brings depth 

and complexity to the narrative. The characters' beliefs, 

actions, and relationships serve as vehicles for the 

exploration of broader societal issues and the examination of 

the human condition. By skilfully crafting their 

personalities, motivations, and conflicts, Chattopadhyay 

enhances the impact of his storytelling, inviting readers to 

reflect on the complexities of the characters' lives and the 

broader socio-cultural context in which they exist.  

 

5.2 Psychological Depth and Complexity of Characters 

 

a) Protagonist and Supporting Characters  

'Parinita' by Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay is a literary 

masterwork that explores the complexities of interpersonal 

relationships and cultural norms. Readers are captivated by 

Chattopadhyay's story and are drawn in by his use of 

effective narrative tactics. In this thesis, Chattopadhyay's 

narrative devices and storytelling strategies are examined, 

along with the effects they have on the story as a whole.  

i. Character Development: Character development is one 

of Chattopadhyay's most outstanding storytelling 

achievements in "Parinita.” Young woman Parinita, the 

heroine, becomes caught up in the complex web of 

cultural norms and her own ambitions. The psychological 

complexity of Parinita is expertly portrayed by 

Chattopadhyay, enabling readers to identify with her 

challenges and goals. Parinita is given a multi-

dimensional representation by Chattopadhyay through 

the use of narrative methods, which makes her an 

intriguing and sympathetic figure.  

ii. Supporting Characters: 'Parinita' has a cast of 

supporting characters in addition to the protagonist who 

give the story depth and complexity. Girin, Nabin, along 

with Shekhar are just a few examples of characters that 

have distinctive psychological characteristics and 

motives that add to the entire plot. With the aid of his 

narrative methods, Chattopadhyay is able to dive inside 

the minds of these individuals and reveal details about 

their motivations, feelings, and conflicts. The 

protagonist's relationships with the supporting cast's 

exchanges and dynamics add to the depth and 

authenticity of the story.  

iii. Perspective and Point of View: In "Parinita,” 

Chattopadhyay uses a variety of point-of-view strategies 

to provide a thorough grasp of the narrative. The story is 

mostly told from Parinita's perspective, letting viewers 

directly feel her inner conflicts and challenges. To 

provide readers a better understanding of the ideas and 

motives of supporting characters, Chattopadhyay also 

deftly blends various narrative viewpoints. This 

storytelling strategy gives a more comprehensive 

understanding of the story and adds levels of complexity.  
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iv. Use of Symbolism and Metaphor: In order to portray 

deeper ideas and emotions in "Parinita,” Chattopadhyay 

uses symbolism and metaphor as essential storytelling 

devices. Chattopadhyay gives the story metaphorical 

importance by utilising symbolic components including 

objects, places, and incidents. These symbols provide the 

narration more complexity and depth by acting as 

vehicles for the expression of difficult themes and 

concepts.  

v. Plot Structure and Pacing: The narrative's overall 

efficacy is influenced by Chattopadhyay's choice of 

storyline and pacing in "Parinita.” The plot develops 

methodically and purposefully, allowing readers to get 

fully immersed in the individual lives of these characters. 

Because of Chattopadhyay's command of the plot's pace, 

the sense of urgency and emotional resonance in the 

story steadily increase, creating dramatic moments of 

climax and conclusion.  

 

'Parinita' by Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay demonstrates his 

mastery of storytelling and narrative devices. Chattopadhyay 

crafts an engrossing and emotionally impactful story via 

careful character development, deft use of viewpoints and 

points of view, use of iconography and metaphor, and clever 

plot construction. The purpose of this thesis is to examine 

and evaluate the narrative devices used by Chattopadhyay, 

highlighting his mastery of storytelling in "Parinita" and its 

importance in the field of Indian literature.  

 

b) Psychological Development and Transformation: 

Through their growth and Alteration throughout the 

narrative, the characters in "Parinita" reveal a depth of 

psychology. The interior lives of the characters are explored 

by Chattopadhyay through a variety of narrative styles, 

showing their internal conflicts, personal growth, and 

shifting viewpoints. Readers may see how the characters 

navigate their psychological arcs as they deal with society 

expectations, wrestle with their impulses, and go through 

personal transformations via their interactions and 

experiences. The characters become more complicated 

thanks to this psychological growth, which also makes them 

more intriguing and relatable.  

 

c) Conflicting Emotions and Internal Conflicts: The 

representation of competing emotions and internal tensions 

inside the characters in "Parinita" is one of the most 

important parts of the psychological depth of the work. 

Chattopadhyay skilfully captures the characters' inner 

anguish, highlighting their contradictory ambitions, 

problems, and moral challenges. For instance, Parinita goes 

through a spectrum of feelings including love, obligation, 

and desire, all of which frequently run counter to what 

society expects of her and what she herself wants. These 

internal struggles weave a complicated psychological 

tapestry that illuminates the complexity of the individuals' 

inner lives.  

 

d) Motivations and Ambiguities: The investigation of the 

characters' uncertainties and motivations adds to the 

psychological complexity of the characters. Chattopadhyay 

blurs the distinction between good and wrong by giving his 

characters multifaceted wants, motivations, and secret 

depths. They are not merely binary examples; rather, they 

are real people with their own special situations and goals. 

Their personalities become more complicated as a result, 

becoming more realistic and human.  

 

e) Subtext and Unspoken Emotions: The use of subtext 

and hidden emotions is another storytelling device 

Chattopadhyay uses to dive into the neural depth of the 

characters. The author discloses the characters' deepest 

feelings and wants through subtextual hints, subtle gestures, 

and unspoken thoughts, frequently allowing space for 

interpretation and encouraging readers to actively participate 

in the story. The characters become more complicated as a 

result of these unsaid feelings, which encourage readers to 

identify with them and consider their psychological 

conditions.  

 

The psychological complexity and depth of the individuals 

featured in "Parinita" considerably enhance the novel's 

overall effect. Chattopadhyay develops a gripping and 

accurate portrait of human nature by giving readers intimate 

glimpses into the individuals' thoughts, feelings, internal 

struggles, and motives. The complexity of the tale is 

enhanced by the employment of narrative strategies to 

investigate the inner depths of the characters, making 

"Parinita" an engrossing and provocative literary work.  

 

5.3 Dynamic vs. Static Characters 

 

a) Dynamic Characters in 'Parinita':  

 Parinita: Parinita, who serves as the story's main 

protagonist, is a shining example of an intriguing 

character. She is first shown as a young lady restricted by 

social standards, but as her education gives her the 

confidence to question gender stereotypes and express 

her agency, she goes through a significant shift. Her 

transformation from a weak and dependent person to a 

strong and independent lady exemplifies Chattopadhyay's 

talent for developing compelling character arcs.  

 Giribala: Giribala, Parinita's confidante and companion, 

demonstrates dynamic qualities as well. Her relationship 

regarding Parinita yet exposure to a wider world via 

reading change her beliefs. She is first presented as a 

rather obedient and conventional woman. She develops 

into a more wise and mindful of themselves person 

through time, demonstrating the influence of outside 

factors on character development.  

 

b) Static Characters in 'Parinita':  

 Ashok Babu: Ashok Babu doesn't change much as 

Parinita's spouse throughout the story. His character 

consistently conforms to cultural norms and established 

gender roles. His unwavering character highlights the 

conflict amid legacy and progress as a stark contrast to 

Parinita's development and metamorphosis.  

 Advaita Babu: The traditional family friend Advaita 

Babu is another example of a static figure. He stands for 

the traditional mindset that dominates society, one that is 

resistant to change and firmly steeped in traditional 

values. His presence acts as a counterpoint to Parinita's 

progressive viewpoints and the novel's evolving social 

climate.  
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c) Significance in Storytelling: 'Parinita's' use of both 

fluid and rigid characters gives the story more depth and 

complexity. The novel's main themes of empowerment and 

education are influenced by the growth of dynamic 

characters like Parinita and Giribala. Readers may see 

through their transformations how education can challenge 

social conventions and promote personal development.  

 

As a contrast, static personalities such as Ashok Babu and 

Advaita Babu show the societal and cultural barriers that 

stand in the way of the advancement that the dynamic 

characters embrace. They remain unchanged, which 

highlights the difficulties experienced by women in late 

19th-century India and the necessity for cultural change.  

 

Additionally, the interaction between both motionless and 

animated characters heightens the overall narrative tension 

and storytelling. The collision of opposing views and beliefs 

produces interesting confrontations that advance the story 

and keep readers interested.  

 

Character development and narrative skills of Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay are demonstrated through the mixture of 

both moving and still characters in "Parinita.” 

Chattopadhyay emphasises the transformational potential of 

empowerment and education via the arcs of dynamic 

personalities like Parinita and Giribala. At the same time, 

Ashok Babu and Advaita Babu's static personalities embody 

the prevailing social mores and the hostility to advancement.  

 

 'Parinita' is a riveting and complex investigation of human 

emotions and society dynamics because to the interaction 

between various character types, which gives the story 

depth, tension, and significance.  

 

5.4 Influence of Narrative Techniques on Character 

Development 

 

The author's use of narrative devices throughout Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay's "Parinita" has a significant impact 

on how the characters evolve. The reader's comprehension 

of the characters' complexity, motives, and connections 

within the backdrop of Indian culture in the late 19th century 

is improved by Chattopadhyay's deft use of storytelling 

methods. This chapter explores how the narrative devices 

affect the development and presentation of the characters, 

showing the author's talent for creating rounded, 

approachable personalities.  

 

1) Narrative Perspective and Point of View: The readers' 

outlook on the characters is greatly influenced by the choice 

of dramatic point of view. The first-person narrative 

viewpoint of "Parinita" enables readers to have a close 

relationship with the main character, Parinita. Readers learn 

about her inner life, hopes, and aspirations through her 

feelings and thoughts. By fostering empathy and emotional 

involvement with Parinita's character, this immersive 

experience makes her journey and development more 

accessible and significant. However, utilising the third-

personencyclopaedic perspective gives the author more 

freedom in how they choose to depict the supporting players. 

This viewpoint is used by Chattopadhyay to dig into the 

thoughts of other characters, giving the reader a complex 

comprehension of their motives and predicaments. The 

many points of view help create a well-rounded picture of 

the characters by letting readers examine their deeds and 

choices from several perspectives 

 

2) Narrative Structure and Chronology: Character 

development in "Parinita" is influenced by the chronology 

and narrative structure. A linear narrative framework is used 

by Chattopadhyay, in which the events take place 

chronologically. With this strategy, readers may see how the 

characters develop gradually over time. Readers may see the 

gradual changes in Parinita's personality and perspective 

because of the way her development is shown. Furthermore, 

Chattopadhyay makes use offlashbacks to reveal significant 

details concerning the character's earlier events, which have 

a significant impact on their present behaviour and 

decisions. By highlighting the interaction between the past 

and the present, flashbacks provide a deeper awareness of 

the characters' motives and feelings, enhancing their growth.  

 

3) Characterisation and Psychological Depth: Characters 

in Chattopadhyay's stories are multi-faceted and 

psychologically complex thanks to his storytelling 

techniques. To reveal the characteristics and personalities of 

the individuals, the author uses a combination of both 

explicit and implicit characterisation. Readers acquire 

understanding of characters' aspirations, anxieties, and wants 

through their actions, speech, and inner thoughts. 

Additionally, Chattopadhyayexplores the characters' 

psyches, subtly and subtly showing their inner tensions and 

challenges. The characters are given layers by this 

psychological depth, which increases their realism and 

relatability. For instance, readers gain a thorough insight of 

Parinita's character and the challenges she encounters as a 

result of her internal conflict between her desire for 

independence and society expectations of a typical wife.  

 

4) Themes and Character Development: The narrative 

strategies used by Chattopadhyay support the novel's themes 

while also influencing the growth of the characters. The 

adventures of the characters, for example, are intimately 

linked with the idea of gender expectations and 

empowerment. Through the course of the story, Parinita's 

development and change are driven by her education and its 

effect on her empowerment. The narrative devices 

emphasise this issue by emphasising the value of knowledge 

as a means of questioning society norms and pursuing 

autonomy.  

 

The author of "Parinita" portrays complex, appealing 

characters whose maturation and change are inextricably 

linked to the overall structure of the narrative, point of view, 

and thematic components of the book. This illustrates how 

narrative tactics have an impact on character development. 

'Parinita' is a timeless literary masterpiece that explores the 

complexity of human nature within the cultural setting of 

late 19th-century India thanks to Chattopadhyay's deft use of 

these tactics, which heightens the readers' emotional 

connection with the characters and the plot. 

 

 

 

 

Paper ID: SR231205234128 DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.21275/SR231205234128 708 



International Journal of Science and Research (IJSR) 
ISSN: 2319-7064 

SJIF (2022): 7.942 

Volume 12 Issue 12, December 2023 

www.ijsr.net 
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY 

6. Themes and Motifs 
 

6.1 Love, Marriage, and Social Expectations 

 

Themes like love, marriage, and societal expectations are 

masterfully intertwined into Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's 

"Parinita,” providing a comprehensive analysis of the 

difficulties and complexity experienced by people in late 

19th-century Indian culture. The narrative strategies and 

storytelling tactics used in the book are effective tools for 

illuminating the characters' complex connections with one 

another and their attempts to fit in with prevailing social 

mores.  

 

a) Love and Relationships: 'Parinita' explores a variety of 

types of love, beyond romantic attraction to platonic and 

family love. The story offers a detailed portrayal of how love 

affects characters' choices. The bond amongst Parinita as 

well as her guardian, Gurucharan, is the main subject of the 

story. As they get older, their love transforms initially into 

father-daughter-like fondness into a romantic connection. 

The slow growth of this love is shown by Chattopadhyay's 

narrative strategies, which also highlight the difficulties and 

moral quandaries brought on by their unique connection. 

The conflict between personal wishes andsociety standards 

is further highlighted by the way in which love is portrayed 

in "Parinita.” Characters must balance their feelings with 

society expectations, which causes internal tensions and 

outside difficulties. The use of narrative devices like 

flashbacks and reflection, which reveal character thoughts 

and feelings, heightens the novel's emotional depth.  

 

b) Marriage and Social Expectations: The main topic of 

"Parinita" is marriage, which reflects the prevalent social 

standards and expectations around marital relationships. The 

book depicts the conventional position of women as 

housewives and carers, restricted by social and familial 

norms. The challenges and sacrifices Parinita encounters in 

juggling her ambitions and the pressure from society to fit in 

are demonstrated by her path through marriage.  The use of 

storytelling devices is crucial inillustrating the social norms 

around marriage. Chattopadhyay uses discourse and 

interactions to emphasise the difficulties of arranged 

marriages, when social prestige and family honour 

frequently come before personal aspirations. The framework 

of the book, with its focus on the late 19th-century social 

environment, offers a rich setting for exploring the 

difficulties and limitations that people in the legal structure 

of marriage experience.  

 

c) Social Expectations and Gender Roles: The movie 

"Parinita" offers an appraisal on the social expectations for 

women at the time as well as the dominant gender roles. The 

story illustrates how women have little options for education 

and freedom of expression, which has an immediate impact 

on their own autonomy and independence. The author of the 

book, Chattopadhyay, examines the social pressures and 

restrictions placed on women to play conventional roles via 

the protagonists of Parinita as well as additional female 

characters.  

 

The problems of women in an age ofpatriarchy are 

successfully communicated through the narrative tactics 

used in "Parinita.” Readers are able to relate to the feelings 

and emotions of the characters because of the first-person 

perspective and close-quarters internal monologues. The 

contradictions between individual goals and community 

expectations are further highlighted by the juxtaposition 

between Parinita's yearning for freedom and her 

commitments to society.  

 

Finally, Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's "Parinita" delves 

extensively into topics of love, marriage, and societal 

expectations via the use of narrative tactics and storytelling 

prowess. The novel's examination of complicated 

relationships, cultural expectations, and gender roles offers 

insightful perspectives into people's lives within late 19th-

century India. 'Parinita' is a riveting and provocative literary 

work because Chattopadhyay's mastery of storytelling 

methods enhances the reader's knowledge with regard to the 

characters' emotional voyages and difficulties within the 

societal backdrop of the period.  

 

6.2 Gender Roles and Empowerment 

 

Gender expectations and female empowerment are 

reoccurring themes that are skillfully weaved throughout the 

story of Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's "Parinita.” In order 

to illustrate the intricacies of gender relations present in late 

19th-century Indian culture and the transforming force of 

women's empowerment, Chattopadhyay skilfully uses 

narrative methods and storytelling.  

a) Representation of Gender Roles: The book presents a 

patriarchal world in which husbands, mothers, and other 

carers must adhere to rigid gender norms. The heroine, 

Parinita, first exemplifies these social norms. As the 

story progresses, Chattopadhyay defies these accepted 

standards, enabling Parinita to change and question her 

prescribed role. The author draws attention to the 

restrictions placed on women by established gender 

norms and the necessity for empowerment to get rid of 

them via her journey.  

b) Empowerment through Education: In the narrative, 

education plays a crucial role in strengthening Parinita 

along with various female characters. Parinita's pursuit 

regarding education equips her with the skills she needs 

to express her agency, confront patriarchal authority, 

and inquire about society standards. Her increased 

knowledge and intellectual development provide her the 

self-assurance to make decisions on her own and pursue 

a more rewarding life. Through education, Parinita 

transforms into an example of female empowerment, 

encouraging other women to work towards their own 

personal growth and break free from the constraints of 

gender norms.  

c) Resistance and Societal Opposition: Parinita 

encounters opposition compared to her family and the 

general public as she works for empowerment. A 

woman who questions societal conventions and aspires 

to freedom and personal growth would find it difficult 

to be accepted by the male-dominated society. To 

illustrate the social constraints and objections that 

Parinita faces, Chattopadhyay uses narrative techniques 

like conversation and interactions, emphasising the 

challenges women have when attempting to achieve 

empowerment in a traditional culture.  

Paper ID: SR231205234128 DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.21275/SR231205234128 709 



International Journal of Science and Research (IJSR) 
ISSN: 2319-7064 

SJIF (2022): 7.942 

Volume 12 Issue 12, December 2023 

www.ijsr.net 
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY 

d) Subtle Subversion and Agency: In 'Parinita, ' 

Chattopadhyay employs subtle storytelling techniques 

to showcase the agency of female characters. Parinita's 

transformation is not portrayed as a radical rebellion 

against her family or society. Instead, she navigates 

within the existing power structures, employing 

diplomacy and intellect to assert her desires and 

challenge the norms while maintaining familial ties. 

This nuanced portrayal of agency and empowerment 

highlights the realistic and gradual nature of social 

change.  

e) Empowering Female Relationships: Chattopadhyay 

uses deft narrative strategies in "Parinita" to highlight 

the representation of female characters. The change of 

Parinita is not shown as a drastic break with her family 

or the community. Instead, she works inside the 

established power structures, using diplomacy and wit 

to question the status quo and impose her preferences 

while preserving family ties. The realistic and slow 

nature of societal transformation is shown by this 

nuanced depiction of agency and empowerment.  

f) Symbolism and Imagery: The ideas of patriarchy and 

equality are reinforced via the use of imagery and 

symbolic language in storytelling approaches. Parinita's 

schooling and her behaviour of cutting the locks are 

symbolic of her independence from social conventions. 

The metaphor of an enslaved bird seeking liberation 

depicts women's ambition to overcome cultural 

constraints and achieve empowerment.  

 

The story "Parinita" by Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay 

skillfully uses narrative strategies and storytelling to explore 

topics of gender roles and emancipation. The heroine, 

Parinita, undergoes a transition throughout the story, which 

highlights the value of knowledge and personal initiative in 

defying prevailing gender standards. The investigation of 

female emancipation in the novel is further enhanced by 

Chattopadhyay's deft depiction of social opposition and the 

subtleties of female relationships. Readers may better 

understand the intricacies of gender interactions and the 

importance of empowerment in "Parinita" by analysing these 

narrative devices. .  

 

6.3 Socio-cultural Realities and Inequality 

 

The narrative strategies and storytelling in Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's "Parinita" intimately intertwine to show the 

socio-cultural realities and pervasive disparities of late 19th 

century Indian society. The book offers a sharp commentary 

on the social mores, gender roles, and inequities that affected 

people's lives at the time.  

a) Depiction of Traditional Gender Roles: The story in 

"Parinita" skillfully depicts the deeply rooted gender 

norms that were prevalent in Indian culture at the time. 

Women were only allowed to play the roles of devout 

daughters, submissive wives, and protective mothers, all 

of which required them to adhere to rigid ideals of 

domesticity and subordination. Chattopadhyay portrays 

the oppressive expectations imposed on women, which 

limited their autonomy and ambitions, via the figures of 

Parinita alongside other women. On the other side, the 

male characters represent the prevailing patriarchal 

culture and have the power to control the lives and 

decisions of women.  

b) Representation of Women's Lives: The narrative 

strategies used in "Parinita" provide readers a close-up 

look at women's daily difficulties, aspirations, and 

ambitions. The persona of Parinita serves as a metaphor 

for the innumerable women in that culture who desired 

additional from life than what was expected of them in 

terms of gender norms. Her quest for empowerment via 

education and self-discovery serves as a symbol for the 

greater struggle for the emancipation and freedom of 

women.  

c) Exploration of Marriage and Social Expectations: 

The story deftly tackles the social pressure on women to 

get married young and carry out their expected 

responsibilities as wives and housewives. It explores the 

difficulties of planned weddings and the standards 

attached to them. The characters' tensions and 

predicaments as they negotiate society standards and 

their own ambitions are shown through a variety of 

speeches, inner monologues, and encounters.  

d) Socio-economic Inequality: Through the character 

interactions, Chattopadhyay expertly conveys the socio-

economic differences of the era. Even though they are 

struggling financially, Parinita's family struggles to 

maintain their social position, which causes stress. The 

socioeconomic stratification that affected relationships 

and opportunities is highlighted by the difference 

between the wealthier and less fortunate individuals.  

e) Impact of Education on Empowerment: A major 

subject that is entwined with socio-cultural reality and 

inequalities is education. The storytelling tactics 

highlight how education may challenge social 

conventions and provide people like Parinita the tools 

they need to overcome obstacles in their lives. The story 

serves as an example of how education may reduce 

socio-cultural divides and combat inequality by 

empowering people to pursue independence and self-

determination.  

f) Role of Society in Shaping Lives: 'Parinita's' narrative 

places a strong emphasis on how society profoundly 

affects the daily existence of its protagonists. Their 

choices and actions are dictated by cultural norms, 

familial expectations, and society influences, which 

frequently causes conflicts between individual needs 

and group obligations. The book is an analysis of the 

common problems people confront in a world that is 

ruled by rigorous rules and injustices.  

 

In "Parinita,” Chattopadhyay uses storytelling and narrative 

tactics to effectively depict the sociocultural realities and 

disparities of late 19th-century Indian society. The story 

offers an insightful depiction of the struggles women 

experience in their search for empowerment and freedom 

from conventional gender stereotypes. 'Parinita' is an 

everlasting commentary on the intricacies about societal 

interactions and the quest towards justice and social change 

because to its skillful representation of socio-economic 

inequities and the transformational potential of education.  
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6.4 Symbolism and Motifs in the Narrative 

 

The use of symbols and motifs across Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's "Parinita" enhances the story, gives the 

characters more nuance, and reinforces the subjects the 

author explores. A key storytelling method used by 

Chattopadhyay to elicit feelings, demonstrate deeper 

meanings, and improve the reader's comprehension 

regarding the story's underlying ideas is the employment of 

symbols and motifs. In clarify this debate, we will look at 

some of the key ideas and symbols that appear throughout 

the story of "Parinita.” 

a) The 'Mirror': The "mirror" is one of the book's key 

symbols. It serves as a metaphor for the protagonists' 

internal problems and emotional states. The characters 

frequently stare into the mirror to reflect on their 

thoughts and desires, turning it into a representation of 

self-reflection. For instance, Parinita's internal battles 

with societal standards, her wishes for knowledge and 

independence, and her marital problems are all 

represented by her contemplative times in front of the 

mirror.  

b) The 'Book': Books and literature appear often in 

"Parinita" and are used to symbolise knowledge, 

intellectual development, and empowerment. Her passion 

for reading, which serves as both an inspiration and a 

source of strength for Parinita, serves as a representation 

of her quest for education. The symbolism of books also 

represents how education has the capacity to influence 

society by upending gender norms and empowering 

women to speak up for themselves.  

c) The 'Bird': The work has several instances of the bird 

theme, which stands in for freedom and emancipation. 

Birds are frequently connected with movement, and the 

inclusion of them in the story symbolises the 

protagonists' desires to be liberated from social 

restrictions and live independent, self-determined lives. 

Her obsession with birds is a poignant emblem of 

Parinita's quest for liberation and her desire to have a life 

outside of her restricted domestic existence.  

d) The 'Veil': The veil is a common representation of the 

societal and cultural conventions that limit women's 

autonomy and independence. In the early chapters of the 

book, Parinita's attachment with the veil represents her 

submission to society expectations and the restrictions 

placed on her because she is a woman. The veil also 

begins to represent Parinita's progressive independence 

and her openness to question conventional gender norms 

as the plot develops.  

e) The 'Brahmo Samaj': The Brahmo Samaj, a faith-based 

and reforming social movement, serves as a metaphor for 

progressive beliefs and a force for societal change 

throughout the story. The characters' affinity for 

contemporary society, the educational process, and the 

pursuit of more equal principles may be seen in their 

affiliation with the Brahmo Samaj. The movement serves 

as an opportunity for the fictional characters to oppose 

conventional beliefs and promote women's emancipation.  

f) The 'Marriage': In "Parinita,” the subject of wedlock is 

a recurring element, signifying the expectations and 

limitations that society put on women at the time. For 

Parinita, the legal structure of marriage turns into a place 

of conflict, reflecting her quest for empowerment, her 

longing for an equitable partnership, and her pursuit of 

knowledge. Through the depiction of many weddings, 

Chattopadhyay is able to criticise the uneven power 

relations in conventional marriages.  

 

By bringing additional levels of meaning, feelings, and 

thematic complexity to Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's 

"Parinita,” symbolism and motifs enhance the story. The 

gaze in the mirror, the work of literature, the bird of prey, 

the veil that signifies the Brahmo Samaj, and the idea of 

marriage are just a few of the well-chosen symbols and 

themes that add to the overall narrative and successfully 

communicate the characters' challenges, wants, and goals. 

The novel's themes of empowerment, education, and the 

shifting social scene as of late 19th-century India are all 

emphasised by Chattopadhyay's deft use of various 

storytelling approaches. 

 

7. Language and Dialogue 
 

7.1 Language as a Tool for Expressing Emotions and 

Cultural Context 

 

Authors employ language as a potent and adaptable 

instrument to depict emotions, cultural quirks, and the 

complexity of interpersonal interactions in their works. 

Language has a critical part in moulding the characters, 

depicting their feelings, and reflecting the cultural 

environment of late 19th-century India in Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's "Parinita.” This portion of the thesis 

examines how Chattopadhyay use language as a vehicle to 

convey feelings, represent cultural norms, and provide 

readers a rich reading experience.  

a) Language as an Emotional Expression: 

Chattopadhyay skilfully uses language to arouse 

readers' emotions and give the experiences of the 

characters depth. The author creates vivid emotional 

landscapes by the use of strong metaphors, visuals, and 

similes, causing the reader to identify with the 

characters' pleasures, sufferings, hopes, and concerns. 

For instance, the poetic language used to depict the 

developing passion involving Parinita and Shekhar 

pricks the emotions and creates an emotional bond.  

b) Cultural Context and Linguistic Variation: Language 

in "Parinita" functions as an interpretation of the 

cultural setting of the narrative. To accurately reflect the 

characters' socioeconomic backgrounds, geographic 

origins, and societal positions, Chattopadhyay 

meticulously incorporates language differences into 

their conversation and interactions. The tale is made 

more realistic and is firmly established in the Bengali 

cultural context by the use of dialects, official or 

unofficial speech, and idioms distinctive to particular 

communities.  

 

Cultural Context: The cultural setting of "Parinita" 

includes a variety of elements, such as social standards, 

traditions, rituals, and historical occurrences that influence 

the lives and motives of the characters. The tale gains depth 

and authenticity via Chattopadhyay's depiction of cultural 

norms and societal expectations, making it relevant to 

readers in his day and beyond.  
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a) Social Norms and Gender Roles: Bengal's 19th-century 

culture wascharacterised by rigid gender norms, in which 

women were expected to remain in the home and keep 

particular qualities. These cultural standards are shown 

by Chattopadhyay, and they have an impact on the 

characters' decisions, conundrums, and relationships. In 

Parinita's effort to seek education and establish her 

agency, for instance, traditional gender norms are 

challenged, giving readers a prism through which to 

explore the societal expectations that were put on women 

at the time.  

b) Marital and Familial Relationships: The book explores 

the marriage andfamilial dynamics that were common in 

that era's Bengali culture. The difficulties of planned 

marriages, familial expectations, and the idea of devout 

wives and mothers are all depicted. The cultural setting 

influences the characters' choices and feelings, weaving a 

complex web of interpersonal ties and societal forces.  

 

Linguistic Variation: The characters are given more 

realism and depth because to Chattopadhyay's deft use of 

language diversity, which reflects their varied histories, 

social standings, and regional influences. This language 

variety enables readers to identify personally with the 

characters and comprehend their personality traits and 

cultural relationships.  

a) Dialect and Regional Influence: Characters in the book 

come from many socioeconomic groups and areas of 

Bengal, and they all have their own accents and dialects. 

Chattopadhyay uses language to distinguish characters, 

resulting in conversation that is distinctive and reflects 

each character's cultural background. This language 

variety adds to the realism of the story by providing a 

look into Bengal's rich linguistic terrain.  

b) Dialogues and Expressions: The dialogues in 'Parinita' 

are a reflection of the characters' emotions, thoughts, and 

cultural upbringing. Chattopadhyay masterfully uses 

linguistic variation to evoke emotions and convey 

subtleties in the characters' personalities. For example, 

the colloquial expressions and conversational style of the 

characters add depth to their portrayals and immerse 

readers in the cultural context of the narrative. Your 

thesis on narrative devices and storytelling must include 

an examination of the cultural background and language 

diversity in Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's "Parinita.” 

The characters' actions and decisions are influenced by 

the cultural environment, which gives a realistic 

background. Language diversity lends authenticity to the 

story by illuminating Bengal's rich linguistic terrain. By 

exploring these facets, the proposal will provide readers a 

thorough knowledge of how Chattopadhyay's expert 

incorporation of cultural context and language 

strengthens the representation of individuals and their 

relationships in "Parinita" and enhances the storytelling 

experience.  

 

Depiction of Social Norms and Gender Roles:  
The language used in "Parinita" is also used to illustrate the 

social mores and gender roles that were in place at the time. 

The uneven power relations amongst men and women across 

cultures are discreetly reflected in Chattopadhyay's 

characters' speaking patterns, conversation, and facial 

expressions. A complex representation of gender relations is 

made possible by the language decisions chosen for the male 

and female characters, which reflect the differences in their 

social rank and the expectations placed upon them.  

 

The Elegance of Literary Prose:  

The exquisite text that defines "Parinita" is evidence of 

Chattopadhyay's grasp of language. His use of elegant and 

polished language lends the book a touch of elegance and 

makes it a literary gem. The storyline is made more beautiful 

by the skillfully produced phrases and lyrical descriptions, 

which raise the reader's interest and enthusiasm for the work.  

 

The author of "Parinita" demonstrates the refinement of 

literary prose via the use of strong vocabulary, compelling 

imagery, and subtle details. The tale gains a level of realism 

because to Chattopadhyay's ability to construct a realistic 

image of the characters, places, and emotions, bringing it to 

life for the readers. His use of analogies, parallels, and poetic 

devices elevates the tale and draws the reader into the 

characters' innermost feelings.  

 

The elegant literary writing of "Parinita" is further enhanced 

by the author's subtle and perceptive study of each of the 

characters' mental and emotional states. Because of 

Chattopadhyay's knowledge of human psychology, he is able 

to explore the character's innermost struggles and feelings 

and express them with empathy and nuance. The characters 

become more complicated as a result of this psychological 

depth, which also improves the reader's psychological 

attachment to the narrative.  

 

The author's deft use of dialogue in "Parinita" also reflects 

the refinement of literary language. The dialogue by 

Chattopadhyay perfectly portrays the subtleties of social 

conventions, individual relationships, and the Indian cultural 

setting in the late 19th century. The reader learns about the 

characters' aspirations, motives, and social pressures through 

their discussions. The conversation is an effective technique 

for moving the plot along and exposing the underlying 

conflicts and tensions in the narrative.  

 

Additionally,”Parinita's" flawless fusion of tale components 

and narrative strategies heightens the literary prose's beauty. 

The topics and character development are in line with 

Chattopadhyay's preference for narrative viewpoint, point of 

belief, and narrative structure, creating a seamless and 

captivating narrative flow. The reader's attention is 

maintained throughout the whole work because to the 

carefully timed progression of the action and the effective 

implementation of flashbacks and foreshadowing.  

 

'Parinita's' elegant literary style is a testimonial to Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay's linguistic talent, to sum up. He 

spins a compelling and emotionally impacting story using 

vivid imagery, incisive character representations, and deft 

language utilisation. The novel "Parinita" is a timeless 

masterpiece in Bengali literature because to the expert 

blending of narrative strategies and storytelling components. 

The novel's creative worth is elevated by its elegant literary 

style, which also improves its ability to effectively express 

the issues and ideas that Chattopadhyay aimed to convey.  

 

Communicating Subtext and Unspoken Emotions:  
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Language is used to convey the characters' subtext and 

unsaid feelings as well. The characters may conceal their 

genuine thoughts during conflict or internal anguish, but 

Chattopadhyay skillfully use language to allude to their 

underlying feelings and intents. Readers are urged to discern 

the underlying emotions through carefully chosen phrases 

and subliminal signals.  

 

It is clear from the description of each of the characters' 

struggles within and repressed feelings that the author is a 

skilled language user. Chattopadhyay carefully inserts 

subliminal cues and indications that reveal information 

about the characters' emotional states by means of 

characters' interactions and conversation. Readers can 

understand the layers of sentiments hiding underneath the 

characters' outward appearance by using the language to 

portray their unsaid thoughts.  

 

Additionally, language is crucial in illustrating the 

complexity of interpersonal connections. The characters' 

word choices and speech tone during conflict or emotionally 

charged scenes indicate the underpinning dynamics that 

underlie their interactions with one another. By using 

language to emphasise the subtleties of emotional 

complexity, Chattopadhyay creates a multi-dimensional 

representation of relationships inside the tale.  

 

The characters' behaviours are influenced by cultural 

standards and expectations, which are highlighted in 

"Parinita" through the use of language. Due to their social 

standing or gender roles, the characters may use certain 

language patterns and customs, giving the reader a view into 

the wider cultural environment in which the narrative is set. 

Chattopadhyay successfully incorporates these language 

components to thoroughly immerse the readers in Bengal's 

late 19th-century cultural environment.  

 

Language is also used as a means of communicating the 

novel's ideas and elements. The prose's pace and word 

choice by the author help to create the story's overall mood. 

The language used in scenes of affection conflict, or 

introspection gives the story more depth and resonance and 

helps readers better comprehend the leads and their 

experiences.  

 

In sum, Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's "Parinita" relies 

heavily on language to enhance the story and portray the 

characters' subtext and unsaid feelings. The author urges 

readers to dive more thoroughly into the characters' psyches 

by skilfully using words to reveal the emotions that lurk 

under the surface. Language serves as a powerful narrative 

device that enhances storytelling, offers insights into 

interpersonal connections, and contextualises historical 

social norms. 'Parinita' is a timeless masterpiece of literature 

the fact that continues to enthral readers with its complex 

representation of characters and issues thanks in large part to 

Chattopadhyay's excellent use of language.  

 

Language is a potent vehicle for conveying emotions, 

reflecting cultural background, and shedding light on social 

conventions in Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's "Parinita.” 

The tale is enhanced by the author's skilful use of words, 

which transforms it into a moving depiction of society 

dynamics and human emotions. This thesis advances 

knowledge of Chattopadhyay's narrative skills and the 

book's continuing literary appeal by examining the language 

devices used in "Parinita.” 'Parinita' serves as a perennial 

and evocative piece of literature because of the language's 

capacity to express emotions and cultural background in the 

tale.  

 

7.2 Role of Dialogue in Characterisation and Plot 

Development 

 

The conversation in Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's 

"Parinita" is vital to the development of the characters and 

the storyline. By revealing details about the personalities, 

motives, and connections of the characters and advancing 

the plot, the author's deft use of dialogue enhances the 

narrative. Chattopadhyay uses speech as a potent weapon for 

demonstrating the subtleties of his characters yet moves the 

plot along in a believable and interesting way.  

 

a) Characterisation through Dialogue:  

In "Parinita,” dialogue offers a glimpse into the hearts and 

thoughts of the characters. Readers may learn about the 

ideas, feelings, and internal struggles of the characters 

through understanding the discussions between them, as 

done by Chattopadhyay. The distinctive word choices, tone, 

and speech patterns of each character provide important 

details concerning their personalities and histories. Parinita, 

for instance, speaks with a lot of sincerity and resolve in her 

interactions, which shows how strongly she feels and how 

intensely she is driven. Characters like Girin and Mrinal, on 

the other hand, use their language and ideas to convey their 

conventional values and cultural indoctrination. Supporting 

characters are also used in addition to the primary 

protagonists to characterise people via speech. The depth 

and variety of their personalities are built out via encounters 

with friends, family, and acquaintances, which makes them 

easier to connect with and three-dimensional. The dialogue's 

genuineness contributes to the development of a wide 

ensemble of individuals, each with an extremely distinct 

voice and viewpoint.  

 

b) Plot Development through Dialogue:  

In "Parinita,” dialogue acts as a dynamic instrument for story 

development. Conversations between characters are 

frequently used to express important story developments and 

points. Readers learn more about the root cause of tensions 

and developing events when they hear about their 

aspirations, conflicts, and plans from them. Examples of 

important events that are moulded and exposed via 

meaningful talks include Parinita's decision to seek a degree 

or her changing relationship with Shekhar.  

 

Additionally, conversation is essential for highlighting the 

disagreements and tensions that exist between characters. 

Moments of tension that advance the story are produced 

through misunderstandings, conflicts, and emotional 

exchanges. As people respond to the results of their choices 

and deeds, the storyline picks up steam and the story 

undergoes important changes.  

 

The novel's dialogue also deepens its themes. Conversations 

are used by Chattopadhyay to examine subjects including 
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romance, wedlock, cultural norms, and women's 

empowerment. Readers get understanding of the prevailing 

societal standards and the characters' attempts to adhere to or 

rebel against them through the discourse of the characters. 

The novel's examination of the intricacies of interpersonal 

relationships and social dynamics is strengthened by the 

interaction between dialogue and theme.  

 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay skilfully uses speech as a 

potent narrative device in "Parinita" to strengthen character 

development and advance the plot. Readers learn more about 

the individuals' motivations, personalities, and connections 

via their discussions. The individuals' intricate identities and 

the social setting in which they function are revealed through 

dialogue. Additionally, the monologues deftly weave the 

plot's development, revealing conflicts, tensions, and crucial 

moments that determine the course of the narrative. 'Parinita' 

by Chattopadhyay is a rich and captivating literary 

masterpiece that continues to ring true with readers because 

to Chattopadhyay's skilful use of dialogue.  

 

7.3 Dialect and Linguistic Variation 
 

The inclusion of dialect and linguistic variety is essential for 

strengthening the genuineness and depth of the story in Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay's "Parinita.” The late 19th-century 

Bengali setting of the book makes it necessary to show a 

variety of individuals from various socioeconomic and 

linguistic origins. The characters are given life by 

Chattopadhyay's expert use of dialect and linguistic 

diversity, which also serves to depict the socio-cultural 

context of the period.  

 

Dialect use is notably noticeable in the character speech. 

Characters talk in distinctive dialects that represent their 

varied social statuses and geographic locations as well as 

their individual personalities and upbringings. Those from 

rustic or lower socioeconomic backgrounds may speak in a 

more colloquial or rustic manner, whereas the discourse of 

the heroine, Parinita, is likely to be more sophisticated and 

in accordance with the formal syntax of educated people.  

 

Chattopadhyay gives readers a look into the variety of the 

culture portrayed in the story by using dialect and linguistic 

variance. This makes the story seem more realistic and 

contributes to a more engaging reading experience. Readers 

can also have a deeper understanding of social hierarchy and 

character interactions by using different accents. It gives the 

characters more depth, allowing readers to better understand 

their drives, goals, and difficulties.  

 

Additionally,”Parinita's" use of language variety mirrors 

Bengal's larger socio-cultural changes in the late 19th 

century. During that time, language was a potent indicator of 

social rank and education. By including linguistic variety, 

Chattopadhyay not only captures the language diversity of 

the era but also highlights the social divisions and inequality 

that predominated. The problems of characters who 

encounter difficulties as a result of their language origins are 

shown throughout the book, supporting the overarching 

topic of socioeconomic status realities and disparities.  

 

However, Chattopadhyay also uses dialects and other 

linguistic variations that have a degree of universality. The 

fundamental human emotions and difficulties are accessible 

throughout time and location, despite the novel's strong 

historical and cultural roots. This increases the narrative's 

appeal to a wider audience and helps the book resonate with 

readers from different backgrounds.  

 

In conclusion, Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's narrative 

approach in "Parinita" makes considerable use of vernacular 

and linguistic variety. The author adds authenticity and 

depth to the story while also representing the sociocultural 

realities and relationships in Bengal in the late 19th century 

by using different dialects for various characters. The novel's 

varied ensemble is better characterised and the reading 

experience is made more immersive by its utilisation of 

linguistic variety. It enhances the overall effect of the tale 

and is a crucial instrument in communicating the subtleties 

of the civilization represented in the novel. 

 

8. Conclusion 
 

8.1 Summary of Findings 

 

A thorough examination of the author's literary skill and 

storytelling techniques has been done in this thesis on 

"Narrative Techniques and Storytelling in Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's "Parinita.” The study sought to comprehend 

how Chattopadhyay's narrative devices enhance the novel's 

overall impact by illuminating the complexity of the 

characters and their relationships within the late 19th century 

Indian socio-cultural setting.  

 

The findings of this study reveal the following key insights:  

a) Narrative Perspective and Point of View: In order to 

provide readers a more comprehensive understanding of 

the people and events, Chattopadhyay uses a third 

person narrative style throughout the whole book. The 

third-person viewpoint aids in the reader's 

comprehension of the narrative and allows for a more 

impartial representation of the people and their feelings. 

Furthermore, the credibility of the narrator and his or 

her separation from the characters leave possibility for 

listener interpretation and involvement.  

b) Narrative Structure and Chronology: The linear 

narrative style of "Parinita" enables a cogent and 

chronological description of events. The novel expertly 

weaves the past and present together to create a 

complex story by including flashbacks and 

foreshadowing. By exposing crucial background 

information at key junctures in the tale, these tactics 

heighten the suspense and enhance the storytelling.  

c) Characterisation and Character Development: The 

skill of Chattopadhyay rests in the development of 

multifaceted, psychologically complex characters. 

Parinita, the heroine, has a considerable metamorphosis 

throughout the narrative, giving a genuine and lively 

representation of her growth. Supporting characters are 

similarly complex and nuanced, representing the 

struggles and goals of those living in patriarchal 

societies.  

d) Themes and Motifs: Numerous subjects, such as love, 

marriage, social expectations, gender roles, and 
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empowerment are skilfully covered in the book. In order 

to emphasise the larger socioeconomic environment in 

which the lives of the individuals are lived out, 

Chattopadhyay uses themes and symbols that give the 

story depth and richness.  

e) Language and Dialogue: The use of language by the 

author to convey feelings and cultural background is 

deft, engrossing readers in the perspectives of the 

characters. In order to successfully portray the 

characters' inner ideas, wants, and conflicts, dialogue is 

crucial to character development and story 

development.  

 

In conclusion, the examination of Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's "Parinita" through the prism of storytelling 

and narrative devices reveals the author's outstanding 

literary talent. The third-person narrative perspective is used 

to present an objective picture, and the linear construction, 

flashbacks, and foreshadowing add to the tale's complexity 

and interest. The readers' comprehension of the complexity 

of society and the problems of the individuals is aided by the 

rich characterisation, in-depth examination of issues, and 

symbolism.  

 

'Parinita' by Chattopadhyay is a timeless and perceptive 

literary masterpiece that continues to reverberate with 

readers because of Chattopadhyay's narrative skills that 

transcend time limits. Overall, Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's place as a leading writer of Indian literature 

is reaffirmed by this thesis, which emphasises the value of 

narrative strategies in producing a potent and lasting literary 

masterpiece.  

 

9. Implications and Contributions of the Study 
 

The research "Narrative Techniques and Storytelling in Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay's 'Parinita'" has a number of 

consequences and contributes significantly to the area of 

literary analysis and comprehension of the depth of this great 

work.  

a) Understanding Narrative Craftsmanship: The 

examination of the story-telling strategies in "Parinita" 

offers a thorough grasp of Chattopadhyay's artistry. The 

research gives insight on how the author builds the story, 

creates characters, and blends thematic components to 

produce a gripping and emotionally engaging tale by 

looking at the author's narrative choices.  

b) Character Psychology and Development: The analysis 

of storytelling devices improves our understanding of the 

psychological complexity and depth of the fictional 

characters in "Parinita.” Our comprehension with the 

motivations of the protagonists and deeds throughout the 

work is enhanced by realising how Chattopadhyay uses 

narrative devices to depict character qualities, growth, 

and changes.  

c) Engaging Storytelling Structure: The influence of 

different story formats on reader involvement is 

examined in the study. Readers learn how certain literary 

devices, such as flashbacks, foreshadowing, and linear 

and non-linear narration, add to the interest of the book 

and maintain the reader's attention.  

d) Thematic Exploration: The essential themes and motifs 

of the book, including love, marriage, societal 

expectations, gender roles, and empowerment, are further 

highlighted by the examination of storytelling 

approaches. Our awareness of the socio-cultural setting 

of the book and the author's messages is enhanced by an 

understanding of how these subjects are weaved 

throughout the narrative.  

e) Language and Dialogical Expression: The research 

reveals how Chattopadhyay skillfully use linguistic 

diversity and dialect to reflect various individuals and 

their cultural surroundings through an analysis of the 

tongue and dialogue in "Parinita.” This enhances 

understanding of the novel's credibility and highlights the 

subtleties of communication throughout the story.  

f) Contextual Relevance: The analysis of the storytelling 

devices used in "Parinita" offers insightful information 

about Indian society in the late 19th century. Readers can 

better appreciate the historical and social importance of 

the book by knowing how the story reflects the society 

standards and difficulties of that era.  

g) Impact on Literary Analysis: A new literary study of 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's works is added by the 

investigation of narrative strategies in "Parinita.” It adds 

to the body of knowledge already available on the 

author's narrative techniques and deepens our 

comprehension of what he has contributed to Bengali 

literature and beyond.  

 

The research "Narrative Techniques and Storytelling in Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay's 'Parinita'" provides important 

ramifications for literary analysis and comprehending the 

depth of this great work, in conclusion. It provides insightful 

information on the author's narrative skill, character growth, 

theme investigation, and contextual importance of the work. 

The research deepens our comprehension of 'Parinita' as a 

timeless work of art and heightens our appreciation of 

Chattopadhyay's literary brilliance by illuminating these 

features.  

 

10. Suggestions for Further Research 
 

a) Comparative Analysis with Other Works: A 

comparative comparison of Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's other well-known works may be 

necessary in additional study to acquire a more thorough 

knowledge of his narrative strategies and storytelling. 

The author's general literary style and preferred thematic 

interests may be discerned by analysing how his method 

of responding to storytelling changes over his several 

works.  

b) Cultural and Historical Context: Understanding 

Bengal's cultural and historical setting in the latter half of 

the 19th century will help readers better understand the 

narrative devices used in "Parinita.” Understanding how 

Chattopadhyay's narrative was impacted by cultural 

conventions, gender roles, and political shifts might help 

us understand the novel's importance as a product of its 

period.  

c) Reader Response Analysis: A reader response study 

helps clarify how various audiences respond to and 

perceive "Parinita.” Examining readers' emotions, 

perspectives, and feelings might help us understand the 

book's continuing appeal and the different populations it 

has affected.  
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d) Influence on Bengali Literature: By examining 

"Parinita's" influence on Bengali literature alongside that 

of other authors, one may learn about the novel's long 

significance and its role in contributing to the growth of 

the Bengali literary heritage.  

e) Adapting 'Parinita' to Other Media: Investigating how 

"Parinita" has been transformed into other media, such as 

movies, TV shows, or stage plays, may demonstrate how 

narrative strategies are transferred and modified 

throughout various artistic genres.  

f) Stylistic Analysis: A greater understanding of the novel's 

aesthetic aspects and how these style choices affect the 

overall narrative effect may be gained by examining the 

author's stylistic decisions, such as his adoption of 

metaphors, imagery, or narrative rhythm.  

g) Reception and Criticism: Finding out how 'Parinita' was 

received by critics at the time it was published and in the 

years that followed might provide insightful insights on 

how the book was seen by readers in the present. 

Understanding the efficiency of its storytelling and 

narrative strategies may be improved by analysing both 

good and negative feedback.  

h) Translations and Cross-cultural Impact: It is possible 

to get insight into how storytelling strategies cross 

cultural barriers and appeal to a wide range of people by 

examining the translations of "Parinita" into additional 

languages as well as its reception in various cultural 

situations.  

i) Feminist Analysis: Feminist study of "Parinita" can 

emphasise how women are portrayed in the book, the 

complexities of gender, and the concepts of emancipation 

and agency. This method can provide light on how 

Chattopadhyay's narrative strategies support or 

undermine the dominant gender norms of his day.  

j) Reader-Writer Interaction: Finding out how 

Chattopadhyay involves readers in the co-creation of 

meaning inside the text requires examining the 

interactive elements of narrative strategies, such as 

narrative gaps, ambiguity, or reader engagement.  

 

The central idea on "Narrative Techniques and Storytelling 

in Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's 'Parinita'" can help to 

expand our understanding of the literary merits of the book 

as well as its long-lasting influence on readers and the 

literary landscape by looking into these suggested topics of 

additional study.  

 

The depth, complexity, and power of the story are enhanced 

by the many literary strategies and narrative decisions used 

by Chattopadhyay throughout the book.  

 

The importance of narrative standpoint and point of 

reference in determining the reader's involvement with the 

tale is one of the study's major conclusions. Chattopadhyay 

enables readers to deeply relate to the protagonist's thoughts, 

feelings, and challenges by writing in the first person. This 

fosters empathy and compassion, engrossing readers more in 

the story and the protagonist's quest for self-awareness.  

 

Additionally, the examination of the chronology and 

narrative structure exposes Chattopadhyay's purposeful use 

of past events and foreshadowing to arouse curiosity and 

tension. The intricacy of the plot is increased by the non-

linear narrative format, which also improves the reader's 

reading experience by encouraging them to put together the 

characters' history and present to understand their motives 

and connections.  

 

Another significant part of Chattopadhyay's narrative is the 

characterisation and creation of characters in "Parinita.” The 

characters become approachable and multi-dimensional, 

evoking a spectrum of emotions from the readers, via vivid 

and psychologically deep descriptions. The protagonist's 

transformation from a confined young woman to an 

empowered, autonomous person is only one example of how 

the vibrant personality arcs further demonstrate the 

transformational power of education and self-determination.  

 

The examination of the novel's themes and motifs also 

highlights Chattopadhyay's skill at incorporating complex 

socio-cultural commentary into his narrative. The author 

captures the sociological reality of late 19th-century India by 

tackling subjects like love, marriage, social expectations, 

gender roles, and empowerment. These issues are still 

relevant to readers today, demonstrating the literary work 

"Parinita"'s ongoing importance.  

 

The study also sheds light on how language and dialogue 

function inside the story. The realism of the people and 

locations is enhanced by Chattopadhyay's use of language, 

encompassing dialects and linguistic variants, which further 

enhances the reader's immersion in the social and cultural 

context of the book. By allowing readers to understand the 

characters' personalities, goals, and problems via their 

interactions, the dialogue acts as a potent tool for 

characterization and story development.  

 

Overall, the examination of storytelling and narrative 

devices in "Parinita" shows that Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay's artistic skill rests not only in the subtlety of 

his narrative decisions but also in the compelling storyline. 

His deft use of narrative viewpoint, organisation, character 

development, themes, and language combine to produce a 

complex, multi-layered tale that enthrals readers and has a 

lasting impression.  

 

As a result of this research, readers will have a better 

knowledge concerning the novel's literary attributes and will 

see "Parinita" as a key piece of contemporary Indian 

literature. Readers are made aware of the lasting ability of 

storytelling to mirror human experiences and arouse 

thinking on timeless subjects as they examine the 

complexity of the leads and the layers of social criticism 

woven throughout the story.  

 

In the final analysis, Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay's 

"Parinita" is a monument to the writer's mastery of narrative, 

and this thesis has shown the extraordinary storytelling 

strategies that make this book an enduring literary treasure. 

This research emphasises the novel's enduring significance 

and its status as an important work in Indian literature 

through its examination of narrative viewpoint, structure, 

personality growth, themes, and language.  

 

 

 

Paper ID: SR231205234128 DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.21275/SR231205234128 716 



International Journal of Science and Research (IJSR) 
ISSN: 2319-7064 

SJIF (2022): 7.942 

Volume 12 Issue 12, December 2023 

www.ijsr.net 
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY 

References 
 

[1] Bannerjee, Hiranmay (1990): Narrative Technique and 

Structure in the Novels of Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay. Sahitya Akademi.  

[2] Bhattacharya, R. Themes and Motifs in Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay’s, Parinita“. Indian Literature Today.  

[3] Chatterjee, Partha (1993): The Nation and Its 

Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories. 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.  

[4] Chattopadhyay, Saratchandra (2014): Parineeta. 

Diamond Pocket Books Pvt Ltd.  

[5] Dasgupta, Subrata (2005): The Novels of Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay in the Light of Freudian 

Psychoanalysis. Atlantic Publishers and Distributors.  

[6] Dutta, Krishna (1994): Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay: 

the Poet and His Circle. Oxford University Press.  

[7] Ghosh, Payel (2023): Indian Coal Mines in Hundred 

Years Old Fiction and Now: a Geographical Analysis. 

Space and culture, India. ACCB Publishing.10 (4).68-

84. doi: https://doi. org/10.20896/saci. v10i4.1277.  

[8] Gupta, Priti Narrative Techniques and Themes in Sarat 

Chandra Chattopadhyay’s, Parineeta“.  

[9] Mukherjee, Madhuja (2017): Rethinking Popular 

Cinema in Bengal (1930s-1950s): of literariness, 

Comic mode, Mythological and Other Avatars. South 

Asian History and Culture 8 (2).122-142. doi: 

https://doi. org/10.1080/19472498.2017.1304088.  

[10] Mukherjee, Meenakshi (1994): Realism and Reality. 

Oxford University Press, USA.  

[11] Ray, Mohit K. (1995): Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay: a 

Study of His Prose Fiction. Firma KLM Private 

Limited.  

[12] Roy, Subir (2001): A Study of Narrative Strategies in 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay’s Novels.2. edn. Bd. 

XXV. Journal of Indian Literature.  

[13] Sen, A Characterization and Plot Development in 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay’s, Parinita“. Literary 

Studies Quarterly.  

[14] Sen, Sukumar (1992): History of Bengali Literature. 

South Asia Books.  

[15] Sisir Kumar Das (2015): A History of Indian literature, 

1911-1956: Struggle for Freedom: Triumph and 

Tragedy. New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi.  

Paper ID: SR231205234128 DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.21275/SR231205234128 717 

https://doi.org/10.20896/saci.v10i4.1277
https://doi.org/10.1080/19472498.2017.1304088



